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English Translation

This was the third time that “Israel/Palestine/Japan-
--Youth Exchange Project for Peace” was organized
by NPO Helping Children in the Holy Land. This
time, we had made a big challenge and brought
the project to the conflict-torn region of Israel
and Palestine, leveraging the fruitful results of the
previous two projects held in Japan as foundation.
Naturally as expected, we have faced with a number
of difficulties in many different ways, but we were
able to turn them into opportunities for all the young
participants and the staff to be united as one.

Details of the project are described in the General
Overview (see P. ), but | would like to take this
opportunity to express my heartfelt appreciation
to all of you who have provided us with unfailing
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support both psychologically and materially in
Japan, as well as in Israel and Palestine. Thanks to
your support, we were able to complete the project
successfully and safely with great results.

In Japan, twenty organizations have either
sponsored or co-sponsored the project, including
Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA),
Japan Foundation, Embassy of Israel in Japan,
Permanent General Mission of Palestine in Japan,
the Palestine-Japan Parliamentary Friendship
League, Israel-Japan Parliamentary Friendship
League, Sata Foundation, Totsu Sangyo Corporation,
the National Council of YMCAs of Japan, Waseda
Hoshien, San Paolo, Don Bosco Sha, editorial office
of monthly magazine Akebono (Daughters of
St. Paul), Shinsei Kaikan (Veritas et Vita), Catholic
Saitama Diocese, Franciscan Province of Japan, the
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Catholic Weekly of Japan, the Christ Weekly, Avaco
Bridal Hall, and France Travel Center.

In Israel and Palestine, many organizations have
extended their support and cooperation to the
project, including Notre Dame of Jerusalem Center,
ISEMI (Institute for the Study of Entrepreneurship
and Management of Innovation), Embassy of Vatican
in Israel and Secretariat of Solidarity, Custodia della
Terra Santa, Hospice of Mt. of Beatitudes, Parents'
Circle, and College des Freres a Jérusalem.

Especially we would like to thank His Excellency
Mr. Nissim Ben Sitrit, Ambassador of Israel to Japan,
His Excellency Mr. Waleed Ali-Siam, Ambassador
of Palestine to Japan, and embassy personnel for
their valuable advices regarding local safety and
security situation of each country. Furthermore, both
embassies have sent their First Secretaries to speak in
front of the participating students in the preparatory
seminar held prior to the trip as well as in the event
“Israel-Palestine Friendship Party”. | believe that the
speeches given in both occasions had enormous
impact on the students and the general audience to
enhance their awareness about peace.

Lodging and training facilities were provided
by JICA for the preparatory seminar in Japan, and
by Latin Parish for the preparatory meetings in
Jerusalem, during the project implementation, by
Notre Dame of Jerusalem Center, Hospice of Mt.
of Beatitudes and Stella Maris Guest-house. Their
generosities were a great deal of help for us.

Although fund raising was quite difficult amid
economic downturn, unchanging support by
individual donators who sympathize with the project
mission was of great assistance. Also the subsidies
granted by Japan Foundation and International
Communications Foundation were essential for the
project execution. Furthermore, we would like to
thank Mrs. Kazuki Ohara (soprano singer) and others
who appeared in the fund raising charity concert,
and Ms. Mariam Tamari (soprano singer), Mr. Samuel
(gospel singer) and others who have appeared in
“Israel-Palestine Friendship Party”. We would also like
to express our appreciation in advance to Ms. Mika
Otokita and others who will appear in the charity
concert that is currently being planned.

In the area of public relations, “Famiglia Christiana”
in Japan (San Paolo) and monthly magazine

“Akebono” (Daughters of St. Paul) had run free
advertisements for the project. Also “"Al-Qods”,
the local leading newspaper in Palestine, “Asahi
Shimbun” and “the Catholic Weekly of Japan” had
placed the articles about the project. In November
issues of “Famiglia Christiana” in Japan, there was
a special feature article about the project with the
title “Blessed are those who work for peace”. In the
article, Father Suzuki, who had accompanied the
project as one of the staffs, described vividly how
young people from three countries had met with
one another for the first time with much anxiety and
nervousness, gradually opened their hearts, and
eventually developed the mutual understanding and
refreshed awareness about peace. Again we would
like to thank San Paolo for their warm cooperation
and encouragement in many different ways.

Let us also give our thanks to France Travel Center
(in Japan) and Sar-El Tours (in Israel) for arranging
the trip, Mr. Katsuhiro Sato for designing brochures,
posters, and this report, and Mr. Yuki Koto for
developing homepage, and also many persons for
translating various documents.

We would also like to express our heartfelt
appreciation to Dr. Hanna Siniora and Dr. Adel Misk
from Palestine, and Mrs. Advocate Ada Ravon and
Mr. Nir Oren from Israel, who spoke in front of the
project participants during our stay in Jerusalem. All
of them are dedicated individuals in making efforts
for the resolution of Israel-Palestine conflict, and
their stories with grueling experiences had provided
invaluable insights and hopes to the audience.

Besides all the individuals mentioned here, there
were quite a number of people who had exerted
their efforts to support this project with strong faith
in peace and potentials of young people.

In this project, we had faced numerous difficulties,
but that is exactly why that the project delivered
fruitful and meaningful results that were above
and beyond expectation. We would be grateful
for your continued warm support, so that “seeds of
peace” that had been sowed in youthful hearts will
someday bear beautiful flowers in the lands of Israel,
Palestine, and Japan.

Thank you very much.

Hiroko Inoue
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President of John Paul Il Foundation (Children Without Borders)

Parish priest of Saint Savior Church, Jerusalem

BELRDEAMIHE. LR HERDOF )R
MEAROHSE, BHAZIRL T T8 TOXLES
DESE, TV MIBMLT T Eo7FE0H
3%, FoZoTuVr e AT I 5724 TOH
RO SE,

[SEfEFE] BB ETEIICE, ZIVHFLLARDS
CTHEHL LT T,

COHE., THER»SL 8 A TR TERIN
721709 FEfE LB FELRMTa s b 23
A EL. #iZLTTFE o7& Tol £, &
CHFLHL BVFE 5%

HAD 2D 7T ey 7 M, JET- 1Rk
T 60 FENT S DE, 2005 FEIIHEFVE L2,
DRI VAF FEA ATV DOFREL LS %
HRFEMDPILE - Bl - I FEINE L7
2007 AEIZIZABZH - Bl - Witz dihEl7z, €h
Pk, BA7zbodbFodiaid, MT-FubiEnc
VBB DD OT, BUYNLZ W TEE
L7z NULAFFOEEBIX. TIHE. AN
AT HHRZNIBNT ARATINDEEE T &
EHaweEdifrEAQ, B, FHAOE
FHlbldbary s v a0kl CEEL,

GAEDTH28 HrH 8 HI9 HETIrbh iz [
Mokk] THAH7aT 7 ML JFERTA AN Y
Varv, Wkt A BENPKRYATNEL .
HELBIE, FVIFYrolisL. F¥L. 2
FXW. GNF NP EBEFNE L7
AT TRETIE, XFY4Y - 7V MNCIRY, i
TRAMELTFERBRDLE L2, TLTVIWVE
B G OBLOELE DT I RETIV L ANLEH
MolzDTI,

SHEDOHEHEIZBIZIE, A= ATASEFL

English Translation : see P.8
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English Translation
Greetings of Peace and Goodwill from Jerusalem!

First of all | would like to ask your forgiveness for
my delay in writing, but | have been very busy with
parish affairs as we begin a new year of pastoral
work.

Let me offer a heartfelt and warm thanks to all
those who helped with, supported and organized
the "Youth Exchange for Peace '09" which took
place in the Holy Land at the end of July and
beginning of August this last summer.

The Japanese exchange project began in 2005
when an official delegation of Palestinian and
Israeli youth was invited to Hiroshima, on the
60th anniversary of the destruction caused by
the atomic bombing. Another visit was made in
2007, this time to Nagasaki. From that time our
journey has continued without interruption, even
at a distance of many miles. The youth of our
parish have met many times with Israeli youth,
strengthening the ties among them, and have also
met with Japanese youth.

The "Voyage for Peace" took place from the 28th
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of July through the 9th of August and contained
may events and encounters. The young people
began from Galilee and alternated visits to religious
and artistic sites, went to Nazareth and to the Sea
of Galilee, and to the banks of the Jordan. They
were able to experience sleeping in a Bedouin tent
in the Negev Desert and being immersed in the
waters of the Dead Sea before reaching the city
which is at the heart of the conflict in the Middle
East, Jerusalem.

Our Israeli, Palestinian and Japanese youth also
stayed with local families, in order to live more
closely the differences of culture and traditions in
the region and in order to experience in their own
persons the theme of hospitality.

Our intention was to help show the young
people that areas of conflict and tension, like the
Holy Land or Japan, can ultimately be reborn as
places of dialogue and sharing. By remembering
what has happened in their own countries and at
the same time looking toward the future we try to
help them to hope against all hope.

Their days were spent working together to
understand more deeply the history of this
place and, above all, in exchanging ideas about



how to work together today in everyday life to
continue along the way to peace which they were
beginning. The document which resulted from
their meetings shows a new path to follow: to
share with others this experience, because the
young people are our future and we must work to
give them the tools and the opportunities to create
peace. We must remain united in this important
spiritual and ethical struggle, in the struggle for
human rights, seeking always to guarantee to
all those in need of solidarity for peace and the
possibility of an integral human development.

All have seen the wall which divides Jerusalem
and Bethlehem; it calls us to make an even greater
effort to insure that a wall does not enter the
hearts and minds of people. Our responsibility
today is to create new opportunities, to create
paths which above all help to open hearts and
move consciences in dialogue. In this way we can
tear down the "walls" which separate us and on
these ruins we can build bridges to peace.

Only dialogue, communication, can bring us
along the way to peace. Through my encounters
with young people | have become convinced that
in order to be able to glimpse a renewed future of

peace we must begin with the young people.

St. Francis left us an important task: to announce
peace to the ends of the earth, to proclaim that
peace is possible, even when everything seems to
suggest that it is not.

| renew my deep gratitude to you all. Thanks
to your contributions, and to the tenacity and
enthusiasm of our dear friend Hiroko, it was
possible to bring about the "Youth Exchange for
Peace 2009" as part of the education for peace
project. Hoping in my heart to continue this
itinerary, | invite you to Piacenza, Italy, in July of
next year, when our Italian friends will receive us.
The great peace family is growing!

Be assured that you and all who are dear to you
are remembered in my prayer in the Holy Places;
may the Virgin Mary help and sustain us as we
continue the way we have begun, the way of "small
sowers of peace”.

| await you in Jerusalem.

Fr. Iorahim Faltas, OFM
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Mr. Nissim Ben Shitrit

Ambassador of Israel to Japan
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Dear friends,

For the last two years, | have found myself
again and again impressed by the Japanese NPO
commitments and deeds for the better future of
the Middle East residents.

| am a strong supporter in projects that helps
bring together people, especially youth, from
different regions, religions and nationality and
provides them the ability to learn more one
about the other and to grew a better and deeper
understanding.

With appreciation and admiration, | would like
to congratulate ‘Helping Children in the Holy Land’
on the success of the recent “the Youth Exchange
for Peace”, having overcome a lot of difficulties.

The happening in the Middle East are complex
and difficult to comprehend sometimes, especially
from a distance. But on the other hand the
everyday lives in this region are not as different
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as one might assume from Japan. Therefore, |
am a strong supporter in the projects, such as
“the Youth Exchange for Peace”, that helps bring
together people, especially youth, from different
regions, religions and nationalities and provides
them the ability to learn more one about the other
and to grew a better and deeper understanding.

Visiting Israel and the Palestine Authority,
getting a first hand impression of lives - the
similarity and the differences is an important step
for a different future , and that as we all know lays
in the hand of the next generation.

| would like to share my hope that this initiative
will continue throughout the coming years.

Thank you,

Nissim Ben Shitrit
Ambassador of Israel to Japan
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Mr. Waleed A. Siam

Ambassador of Permanent General Mission of Palestine

HHRIZBIT S Pz RAEST L7212 [ 09 FHlZ
OB FEDRMT T o7 M w4 - FfESH
TZENPOBEABIOIHRDOESITOIR %,
R L 72w EfE L E 95

BN Lo T FEAT) LWL, 7SR
FFN - ART TV GG R RZE T2 & H
PRWRTHH L, ZL TR OIA: LA H B fiF
DEZE, CNHE2 RV THHDTY, 2L
ZORLE, B RRIIOVTFEYV A I LD TET T,

FITENPOEANCH LT AL IEFREZHIEL
SELGIEMETFLEOREFVELRNLLELURH L

| would like to express our highest appreciation
to the NPO and all involved for their efforts for
organizing the “Israel-Palestine-Japan Youth
Exchange for Peace 2009” to promote peace in the
Middle East.

This kind of projects that are arranged by a
third party emphasizes the importance and the
essential need to assist both Palestinians and
Israelis for confidence building and importance of
co-existence and to know each other more closely.
They can talk about their hopes, dreams and
future.

| urge the NPO to keep organizing activities and
programs for the children to accomplish peace and
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justice not only for Palestinians and Israelis, but for
all human being in the world.

Last but not least, | strongly support on behalf of
my government, people and myself any program
or activity for peace, to establish an independent
Palestinian State living beside Israeli State in peace,
security and harmony.

Waleed A. Siam
Ambassador of Permanent General Mission of
Palestine
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Objectives and outline of the Project
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A Journey for Peace & Reconciliation

Children Without Borders

Introduction

This program comes under the umbrella of
Children without Boarders. This year, we plan to
organize this program along with our partner in
Japan: NPO “Helping Children in the Holy Land".

“Japan  ---Jerusalem a Journey for Peace &
Reconciliation"

We will invite young people from Japan,
Palestine & Israel and have them travel together
across the country. The primary objective of
the project is to provide young people with an
opportunity to meet and interact with people of
their own generation from the other countries, and
learn to imagine and overpass the tragedy of war
and preciousness of peace.

We aim at not only sowing the seeds of peace
and reconciliation in the hearts of Israeli and
Palestinian students, but also at providing the
Japanese students, who never experienced before
living with the Palestinian or Israeli Communities,
with a valuable opportunity to learn about
importance of peace in the Holy Land. Through
the course of the trip, Israeli and Palestinian
students with the support of the Japanese will
start to take a step toward learning to forgive
and accept each other through dialogue and
communication.

Path to peace is long and not at all easy in reality.
That is why it is crucial to continue nurturing the
determination for peace that has to be planted in
the hearts of young people.

Background and Beginning
Palestine / Israel Conflict:

In Palestine and Israel, mutual distrust and
hatred are prevailing ever more amid the long-
lasting conflict and pain, and a momentum for
peace is hard to find. An opportunity is almost
none especially for young people and children,
excluding a very rare case, to interact with people
from the other side in their own lands. As a matter
of fact, most of the new Israeli and Palestinian
candidates who will participate in this year project
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had never met the students from the other side
before.
Determination of Father Ibrahim:

It was the strong determination for peace
demonstrated by Fr. Ibrahim Faltas that motivated
to start such programs. Father Ibrahim has been
engaged in the education of children in the Holy
Land for many years. Also he was the person who
was instrumental in resolving the situation through
dialogue and saving the lives of more than 200
Palestinians during the siege of the Church of the
Nativity in Bethlehem in the spring of 2002. Father
Ibrahim emphasized the significance of “dialogue”
based on his own terrible experience. Therefore
he organized many trips to Japan for Palestinian
and Israeli young people invited from the NPO
“Helping Children in the Holy Land”, in order to
give them an opportunity of “encounter and
dialogue”.

Objective and Significance
New seeds to be sowed

We believe that 2 weeks experience of living
together will help to form ties between young
people of different ethnicity, religion and culture.

Palestinian and Israeli students do not even
have the chance to “meet” unless we created the
opportunity to “meet” and “communicate” with
each other, and with the youth of Japan where
they have carved the way for peace and recovery
from the ultimate state of Post World War Two and
the tragedy of the Atomic Bombing of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki.

It is our strong hope that the young members
who will take part in this project will learn
to empathize with the others pain, and start
taking specific actions hand-in-hand toward the
realization of peace.

Further development of young members

In order to support the interaction and facilitate
the communication between the new participants,
several preoperational meetings will be held
to introduce the participants about the project



objectives and methodology.

Also, to ensure the fruitful result of the project,
participants will learn about the roots of conflict
in Middle East and issues surrounding Japan in
advance through lectures and training.

Overview of Project

Period:15 Days (28 July ~12 August, 2009)
Operative Period:13 Days (28 July ~ 9 August, 2009)
New Participants:

5 Japanese, 7 Israeli and 7 Palestinians
Old Members:

3 Japanese, 2 Israeli and 2 Palestinians
Staff:

4 Japanese, 1 Israeli and 2 Palestinians

Program

We plan to implement the program into three
main phases as described below:

First Phase:

Tourism & " As a way to connect people"
Second Phase:

Introducing & Studying the life aspects and

INTL Ty v )T [2DR—L] & &

reality in Both Palestine & Israel. 2 days home

stay in Israel & 2 days home stay in Palestine.
Final Phase:

Peace Seminars & Dialogue

Selection criteria of participants

1. Interest in peace initiations

2. A good/fluent English communication skill is
required.

3. Ages from 15 till 21

4. Participants from medium and poor society
class are highly recommended to participate.

5. Participants who have strong personality
and leader ship skills are highly recommended
to participate.

Conclusion

This project is merely a small attempt for peace.
However small it is, continuation of such small
effort will eventually help to form the “chain of
peace”, and the young people who sow new
“seeds” in their minds and grow as young trees
will some day develop the bridge of peace across
the boarders of Palestine, Israel and Japan, and
become the witness of new world.
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General overview of the Project Hiekonoue

Introduction

This has been the third time that our NPO
“Helping Children in the Holy Land” has organized
a project with the concept “Israel/Palestine/Japan-
--Youth Exchange for Peace”. Unlike the previous
two projects which took place in Japan, this
years’ project was held in Israel/Palestine. It was
an enormous challenge to execute a project in
conflict torn land and give young students from
three countries an experience of “being together”.

Just when the project preparation seemed
to be progressing smoothly, tension and hatred
in the Holy Land exploded, because of Israeli
attacks on the Gaza Strip at the end of 2008, and
the accelerated settlement expansion policy
of the Israeli government. Even among local
staff, there were pessimistic feelings about the
implementation of the project.

Time and circumstances might have been
against us, but we believed that this project had
to happen for those exact reasons. Eventually
our Japanese staff managed to convince the
local staffs, and we decided to go ahead with the
project. All the local staffs gave their unstinting
dedication in supporting the project. We cannot
thank them enough for all the hard work they have
done under the leadership of Fr. Ibrahim Faltas.

| am very grateful to the staff of each country,
Israel, Palestine and Japan; without their
cooperation, it would not have been possible to
have accomplished the Project.

In the following pages | would like to summarize
the project in the following three phases;
preparation, execution and future steps.

1. Preparation Phase
Executive Committee

The decision to go ahead with Project 2009 was
taken in July 2008 at the Board Meeting of this NPO,
and the first project Executive Committee, comprised
of twenty individuals including those who had been
members of the 2005 and 2007 projects, was held
on August 17. The Committee members met twelve
times before and four times after the execution of the
project, and discussed basic policy and various issues.
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Multiple working groups (development of the letter of
intent, fundraising, event planning, program designing,
recruitment/selection/education of students, external
affairs/public relations, and local coordination) were
formed, and each group played an essential role in
brining the project about.

Visits to Jerusalem by Japanese staff

The first visit to Jerusalem took place in September
2008. Hiroko Inoue (Executive Committee
chairperson) and Kazue Konishi (Committee member)
stayed in Jerusalem for ten days talking with Fr.
Ibrahim and with the staff of “Children Without
Borders”. The local Executive Committee, comprised
of equal numbers of Israelis and Palestinians, was
kicked off, and discussed various matters including
project objectives, obtaining cooperation from
the previous project participants, schedule and
program outlines, selection criteria and method,
including age and number, budget and gaining local
cooperation and sponsorship. We visited a number
of organizations and individuals and were able to
gain support from many people.

In particular, Mr. Antony Habash (Palestinian)
together with Mr. Yaniv Shenhav (Israeli) played
instrumental roles in developing the project
concept and the Letter of Intent. Both of them had
come to Japan as staff for the 2007 Project.

The second site visit took place in March 2009,
and Hiroko Inoue stayed in Jerusalem for six days
and worked on local coordination. As mentioned
earlier, this was right after the Gaza attack which
had caused a great number of casualties and the
region was in a state of extreme tension. Hopes
and passion for peace-making had completely
receded, and many organizations and individuals
who had previously assured us of their support
communicated their wish to withdraw from the
project. Furthermore, the members of the local
Executive Committee were not yet identified, and
the recruiting of candidate participants was not
progressing at all. The Executive Committee in
Japan felt that the project itself was at risk, and
decided to send me (Hiroko Inoue) to Jerusalem to
put the project back on track.

Luckily, with Fr. Ibrahim’s help, we were able
to find a very talented and committed person,



Ms. Christine Jildeh, as project coordinator. We
also appointed her to work as a Palestinian staff
member together with Mr. Ya'coub Ghazzawi.
We were also able to gain the assistance of an
experienced and insightful person, Prof. Dr. Liora
Katzenstein-Lavsky, who became the Israeli
responsible staff member.

Our third visit took place at the end of April and
beginning of May 2009, when project advisor Fr.
Shinichi Suzuki and Hiroko Inoue flew to Jerusalem.
Their goal was to reconfirm the local support base,
to conduct interviews and home visits in order to
decide on student participants, to develop project
programs and to arrange transportation (chartered
bus) and lodging.

Other tasks to be done locally were all delegated
to the local staff, including the formulation of a code
of conduct for students during the execution of the
project, the creation of the necessary goods (backpack
with logo mark, water bottle, hat, etc.) and preparation
and implementation of advance training.

Selection of participants

Criteria in selecting participating students
from the three countries were: 1) to have interest
in the issue of peace, 2) to have enough English
proficiency to allow for smooth communication,
and 3) to have the intention to be actively engaged
in this kind of project in an on going way, so that
mutual interaction could be fostered even after the
completion of the current project.

For Japanese participants we decided to select
not only high school but also university students,
considering English language skill and the level of
personal maturity.

The recruiting period for Japanese students was
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from November 2008 to January 2009. Screening
was done based on an essay on the theme “What
can | Do for Peace” and an interview. It was quite
difficult to gather candidate students, since Israeli
attack on Gaza had happened right after the
recruiting period, and many parents were quite
anxious about sending their children to a conflict
area. Finally, by the end of February, we were able
to select five motivated students.

It was not easy to find Israeli and Palestinian
candidates either, because of the tense local climate.
Fortunately we were able to find enough candidates,
thanks to the rich network of personal connections
of both Israeli and Palestinian staffs. The Japanese
staff members who visited Israel and Palestine from
the end of April through the beginning of May
(Inoue and Fr. Suzuki), with the support of local staff,
conducted interviews and home visits, and selected
the candidates who would participate.

In this conflict-torn region there are Jews who
have been living in the area from even before the
time of their grandparents, as well as others who
had emigrated from Russia only ten years ago, as
well as Arabs with Israeli nationality. On the other
hand, there are Palestinians who live in the West
Bank area in places such as Bethlehem and Ramallah
and others who live in East Jerusalem (annexed by
Israel). During the selection process we were careful
to include young people with various backgrounds
so that the complex reality of Israel-Palestine would
be reflected in the project members themselves.
We also selected students from wide age range, 18
to 22 years old.

Preparatory Seminar

For Japanese students, a preparatory seminar
was held for four days at the end of March 2009
at JICA, during which they studied the history and
current situation of the Israel-Palestine conflict
as well as the reality of the atomic bombings. At
the same time, English listening and dictation
homework was given to the students on a weekly
base up until the beginning of the project, aiming
to boost their English skills. Furthermore, study
sessions and training camps were held every
month to prepare students for the trip. The
young Executive Committee members who
had participated in previous projects played a
significant role in these training.

In Israel/Palestine, one-day preparatory meetings
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were held three times at the Latin Parish (Catholic
Church) in Jerusalem. Despite time limitation
and political and social constraint, meaningful
meetings were held with the participation of all
the Israeli/Palestinian students, thanks to the effort
of the local staff. These training sessions allowed
participants to get to know each other beforehand,
to learn about Japan and to gain understanding
about the plight of the other in the conflict. We
believe that the fact that they had the opportunity
to become friends with each other in advance
created the base for continuing interaction after
the project’s completion.

Fund raising (donations, subsidies, activities) :

Fund raising through donations, subsidies
and events were quite difficult due to the global
recession, and contributions from individual
supporters and companies and organizations were
hard to predict. As a result, we reviewed the overall
budget and tried to minimize expenses such as
travel and sojourn costs, as well as personnel costs.
We are grateful to the Japan Foundation and to
the International Communications Foundation for
granting subsidies to the project. Also, the strong
and heartfelt support of many individual donators
was a great help.

Cooperation with Children Without Borders:
During the preparation phase we made efforts to
have good communication and close cooperation

with a local co-hosting organization, Children
Without Borders, via e-mails, telephone calls and
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face-to-face meetings on site. Due to differences
in mentality, growing tension in the local area and
mutual distrust between Israel and Palestine, | have
to say that there were some difficult moments in
working together.

However, thanks to the good advice given us
by Fr. Ibrahim Faltas, who was the local project
leader, as well as a talented project coordinator
and staff, we were able to successfully prepare
the project together. Staff members of Children
Without Borders made substantial contributions in
candidate selection and advance training.

For those Palestinian students who live in the
areas of the West Bank such as Bethlehem and
Ramallah, a “permit” needed to be acquired in
advance from the Israeli security authority. It was
not easy to get permission for them to stay on the
Israeli side for several days. Fr. Ibrahim Faltas and
the security authorities of both Israel and Palestine
had helped us greatly with this.

Program Design

In designing programs jointly with Children
Without Borders, we tried to be particularly careful to
maintain a neutral stance and to have a good balance
between Israel and Palestine. It would be impossible
to be a “mediator” unless we gained the confidence
as well as the understanding of both parties.

We also intentionally mixed young people from all
three countries in the lodgings (including home stays)
and group discussions in order to foster friendships.
We actively adopted icebreaking games in the
programs to quickly ease the tension among them.

Furthermore, we incorporated various activities
in the programs such as discussions and sharing,
introducing their own history and culture; we
visited the Yad Vashem (Holocaust Memorial),
the Separation Wall, check points, occupied
territories and settlements, aiming to nurture a
better understanding about the other’s sufferings
and sorrows. We also invited individuals who are
actively engaged in peace activities, two Israelis
and two Palestinians, to speak to the participants.

Safety and health

In bringing Japanese students some still minors,
to Israel/Palestine, safety was a big issue. We gave
special consideration to the following points;
1) gathering local information and avoiding
locations that were considered “dangerous”, 2)



close communication with the Foreign Ministry,
the Embassy of Israel in Japan, the Permanent
General Mission of Palestine in Japan and the
Embassy of Japan in Israel, asking their advice, 3)
during the project execution, the gathering of as
much local information as possible, making sure
to keep all the students informed about important
safety points and 4) the use of a large bus for local
transportation.

In terms of health, we required everyone to wash
their hands and gargle in order to avoid swine flu
infection, and stressed the importance of wearing
a hat and drinking plenty of water to prevent
dehydration in the hot summer weather in Israel.

2. Execution Phase

The objectives of this project were:

1)For young people from the three countries
to “be together” in the conflict area and develop
mutual understanding and “possibility of peace”,

2)For japanese students to learn about peace
through participating in the project,

3)For all the participants to send peace message
to the local community, and

4)To continue to develop young trees (who could
be the potential peace leaders in the future).

Based on these objectives, we designed
programs in three stages.

First stage : Meeting

Young participants from Israel, Palestine,
and Japan take a four-day trip together (Haifa,
Nazareth, Golan Heights, Sea of Galilee, Dead
Sea, and Negev Desert) to foster friendships and
dialogues.

Second stage : Home stay

Israeli and Palestinian students have exchanges
with people on the opposite side. Japanese
students learn about the history, culture, lifestyle
and the reality of conflict in Israel and Palestine.

Israeli side

(Tel Aviv and its surrounding areas) two days

Palestine side

(East Jerusalem and Bethlehem) two days

Third stage : Peace seminar and dialogue

Participants spend the last four days in

discussions and
cultural exchanges,
visiting Yad Vashem
(Holocaust Memorial),
the occupied
territories, check
points, and the
Separation Wall and
listening to lectures
about the conflict and
peace (in Jerusalem)

@ Through these
two weeks of the
program, Israeli and
Palestinian young
people, together with
the Japanese young
people, were able to
gain the following
experiences: to "be
together”, “have fun
together”, “have
dialogue”, “know each
other”, and “forgive
and accept the other”.

The experience
of “being together”
helped them tremendously to build a new
understanding of the others whom they had
considered “enemies”. They were able to develop
friendships as they shared joy and fun during the
trip, and learned to appreciate the differences in
mentalities, lifestyles, and culture during home
stays.

At first, both Israeli and Palestinian families
insisted that only Japanese students were
welcome, but not the others. Also Israeli and
Palestinian students themselves were reluctant
to stay with families on the opposite side. Even
the local staff was skeptical about the home stay
program. Mutual animosity was getting in the
way. However, as the students became friends
with each other during the four-day trip, they
developed an interest in the “home stay”, and
almost all the students, with a few exceptions,
ended up joining home stay program.

They stayed on the Israeli side (Tel Aviv and
its surrounding area) for two nights and om the
Palestinian side (East Jerusalem and Bethlehem)
for two nights. To Bethlehem, which is under
the Palestinian Authority, we were able to send
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Japanese students (Japanese are allowed to go
to any areas). lIsraelis are not allowed by law to
go to the West Bank. Thus Israeli students stayed
with Palestinian families in East Jerusalem (East
Jerusalem is not a part of the West Bank)

These new experiences brought unexpected
outcomes to the host families and students. They
discovered that they are all human beings who
can sympathize with the others if they able to see
the other through his or her own eyes. But this
was not at all easy. Some students had mistaken
notions of having received unkind treatment from
host families because of deep-rooted distrust and
fear. Some almost panicked when they heard
fireworks thinking that it was gunfire. However,
the experience of setting foot in the “enemy
land”, and accepting the “enemy’s children” into
their homes was the event that demonstrated the
possibility of mutual understanding and peaceful
co-existence between the warring parties.

On the other hand, Japanese students were
warmly welcomed on both the Israel and Palestine
sides. They saw the lives of people at conflict for the
first time. They also found cultural differences as
well as similarities. After having heard the real voice
of people in Israel and Palestine and having been
exposed to the reality of conflict, they proactively
started thinking about what they can and must do.

Through dialogues and discussion, they
discovered how ignorant and indifferent they
had been about the others, and realized that
that is exactly the cause of the conflict, and how
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important it is to have the possibility to know the
others so as to achieve peace.

One episode that vividly illustrates this point
comes to mind. It was two days before the final
day of the project, and the Palestinian students
were to give a presentation that night. In order
to demonstrate how much suffering they had
been through, they showed horrible pictures
of the Jewish Holocaust — they had just visited
the holocaust museum that day -- together with
the photographs of the current Israel-Palestine
conflict. They had no wrongful intent. In Palestine,
students are not taught about Jewish history or the
holocaust at school. They were simply ignorant
and inconsiderate in front of the sufferings of
Jewish people. Of course, their presentation raised
fierce objections from Israeli members and good
relationships that had been built up until then
seemed on the verge of collapse.

With the interventions of Israeli, Palestinian, and
Japanese staffs, the students of both sides had
repeated discussions to resolve the situation. On
the following day, Palestinian students explained
the true intention of their presentation and
apologized for their lack of consideration and
respect to Israeli friends. The Israeli students
accepted their apology. They were able to get over
the quarrel. What became clear in this incident
was that even Israeli people are also ignorant
and indifferent to what is still happening on the
other side of the Separation Wall, the fact that
basic human rights are often ignored, and that
Palestinians are forced to live difficult lives.

Because of this incident, which became the
highlight of the project, the students gained a
valuable learning. They learned that they should
not only assert their own positions and viewpoints,
but also listen to the pain and anxiety of others,
and try to think from the others’ perspective, to
sympathize with them, and think of the others as
friends. This is truly the first step toward peace.

@ For Japanese students, the two weeks that they
spent with Israeli and Palestinian people in a land
of conflict was truly a valuable learning experience.
They visited places that represent the reality of
the war such as Separation Wall, check points,
occupied territories, settlements and the places of
suicide attacks. Through home stays, visits to the
Holocaust Memorial and the occupied villages and
lectures they saw, heard, and felt a many things
that they would not have experienced in Japan. A



picture is worth a thousand words.

The presence of Japanese members, who are
not among the warring parties, had significant
influence on the success of the project. Under
normal circumstances, Palestinians and Israelis
never see one another or communicate with
each other. Simply because there were Japanese,
Palestinians and Israelis were able to become
interested in meeting with their enemies. Now
they may be surprised but are nevertheless happy
about having become friends with young people
on the opposite side.

The Japanese students were astonished at
how important a role they were able to play
in the project, and now have received fresh
determination to work as a “bridge for peace”.

(® We were not able to accomplish the part of
the program of “sending a message of peace to
the local community” to the extent to which we
had hoped. On the last day of the project, an
“Evening Discussion” was supposed to be held,
in which participating students were to send
a “message of peace” to a public audience. In
reality, hostile feelings were heightened more
than ever (especially among Palestinians) because
of an Israeli attack on Gaza and the settlement
expansion policy, and it was almost impossible
to gain the understanding of the general public
in regards to the project, and we hardly able to
do any do any publicity activities. As a result, we
were able to invite only handful of people to the
“Evening Discussion”. It was comforting to see
several familiar faces of previous project members
who had come to Japan in 2005 and 2007.

Polo shirts that all the students and staff wore
during the project drew a lot of attention from
local people and tourists. Along with a logo mark,
“Israel-Palestine-Japan YOUTH EXCHANGE FOR
PEACE” was written in big, black letters on the
back of each shirt. Some people expressed their
endorsement and encouragement of our attempt,
while some criticized it, or laughed at us mockingly
(especially the settlers). Opinions may vary, but
we believe that the presence of young people
who take action for peace must have sent a strong
message to the community.

@ During the preparation phase, several young
members took active roles both in Palestine and
in Japan as staff as well as Executive Committee
members. Especially during the advance trainings,

we owe much to their original ideas and dedicated
assistance.

Also during the project participants from
previous projects supported the staff as young
leaders, and demonstrated strong leadership
to the new members. It is particularly worth
mentioning that one female Israeli from the 2007
project member participated in this year’s project
for the entire schedule by using all of her summer
vacation from the military service (In Israel, military
service is obligatory from age 18, and so almost all
the previous project members who came to Japan
are currently in their national service). All these
young leaders are now determined to continue
this kind of project, and have already started active
interaction through the internet using Face Book.

3. Future challenges
Program

Perhaps we tried to do too much during the two-
week schedule. Due to time constraints, we could
not have enough communication between project
staff and participants. Also follow-up meetings and
information sharing were insufficient. Students
themselves had expressed their wish to allocate
longer time for discussions and dialogues, but
discussion times ended up being cut because of their
poor punctuality. We should have taken their time
sense into consideration in developing the schedule.

English language skill of Japanese students

In advance of the project execution, we had
made a concerted effort to improve students’
English proficiency through a spring seminar at
JICA and following periodical trainings. As a result,
although their skill levels improved tremendously,
once the actual project began we found that their
English skills were still not sufficient for meaningful
communication. Student selection will be a
challenge next time.

Continued development of young leaders

Fortunately, more than half of the students who
had participated in the 2005 and 2007 projects
were actively engaged in this years’ project either
as Executive Committee members or young
leaders. In the future, we would like to see them
stepping up and assuming more proactive roles.

Fund raising
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For fund raising, it is crucial to gain wide public
recognition about the project objectives. We
would like to further focus on public relations
activities in the future, so that we will have better
ideas on financing at an earlier stage of the project.

4, Future steps

For future activities, we would like to invite Israeli
and Palestine young people (those who had already
participated in the previous projects) to Japan in
the spring of 2010 and to hold seminars with them
in different cities. We are also currently considering
joining in the Youth Exchange Project of four countries
(Italy, Israel, Palestine & Japan), which is being planned
by Fr. Ibrahim Faltas and his friends in Italy.

In Japan, interactions and dialogues with a
theme of “peace” have already begun among the
project members and other university students.
On October 4th, ten young people gathered for
the first meeting and held meaningful discussions
particularly on the experiences they gained over
the summer. We look forward to their ongoing
activities.

Furthermore, as a part our public relations, we
would like to hold reporting sessions about this
project in various cities.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the initial objectives of the
project were achieved successfully despite various
issues and challenges, thanks to the goodwill and
dedication of so many people.

The results that the three projects have delivered
may seem inconsequential compared with the
enormous goal of achieving peace in the Middle
East. However, as butterfly effect, our small beating
of wings may someday bring about a great outcome.
No matter how small our influence may be, we
would like to continue with “peace creation projects”
as we maintain a neutral stance together with young
people from Israel, Palestine, and Japan.

We have been invited by Fr. Ibrahim to take part
in the exchange project with young people from
Israel, Palestine, and Italy in the summer of 2010.
| believe that this will be a good opportunity to
widen the scope of our project and to sow more
seeds of peace among the youth. As the young
project members from three countries had sprung
forth with small buds, we believe that newly sowed
seeds in many different regions will start to spring
up and grow. We strongly hope that hope for
peace among the youth will be united and form a
large circle of solidarity in the future.

The day before the last day of the project all the
participants together planted a young olive tree as
symbol of peace, as a memorial of the success of
this project. Each member hung a strip of paper
with words of hope for peace on the branches of
the tree, and sang the song of peace in chorus. We
hope that someday this olive tree will grow to be a
large tree, laden with fruit. It may take a long time,
but we sincerely hope that someday the young
people who accepted the “seeds of peace” in their
hearts will work together and bring forth a day in
which Israel and Palestine can coexist in peace,
justice, and safety.
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Day 1: Tuesday 28/07/2009

The Palestinian students gathered at Ya'coub’s
house at 13:00. His mother had prepared lunch
for all the students like previous days. They all
enjoyed the meal and chatted eagerly about
what they are expecting and what they will do
during the program. | could clearly feel over
excitement building in them. At 19:00 they
gathered once again at Notre Dame Hotel ready
to be on their way.

At 20:30, the bus stopped at Ramat Aviv Gimel
in Tel Aviv to pick up the Israeli students. It was
so much fun to see both Palestinian and Israeli
students reunited. The most moving part was
seeing the OB/OG students meet again after two
years. It was so emotional that it brought tears
to some of us. The minute they met, they started
talking non stop as they got on the bus.

Since we arrived earlier, Liora suggested that
we take a tour of Tel Aviv and Jaffa. Everyone
welcomed her suggestion. As we moved, she gave
a description of the city. Then the students went
down on the top of the hill in Jaffa, took some
pictures and then headed to the airport.

As we reached the airport, some students went
in without problem, some students were stopped
on the entrance security, but it went well. Then the
group walked to the welcoming gate accompanied
by Father Ibrahim Faltas to wait for the Japanese
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students. We met Midori who had arrived
earlier than the rest of the Japanese delegation.
In addition, we met Mrs. Michal llan who had
participated in the Youth Exchange for Peace in
2005 and Ms. llaria Pedrali, an Italian journalist.

As we were standing waiting for the Japanese
to come out, an airport security staff came and
took both Fadi and Renato, saying that it was for
Security Reasons!!! This was a shock to some Israeli
students who could not believe something like this
ever happens:-- Both of them were released within
30 minutes and they returned to the group.

All the students were becoming anxious since
it took so much time for the Japanese to get out.
They were carrying their welcoming banners,
which they prepared in the preparation meeting
on which they wrote in Arabic, Hebrew, English
and Japanese. As soon as the Japanese delegation
came out, everyone started to clap and whistle and
jumped to give them flowers. Everyone hugged
each othter and introduced themselves.

It was quite clear that everyone was a little bit
anxious, sleepy and did not know what to expect.
But as soon as they saw each other, a sense of relief
spread among all. They started to take pictures, to
laugh and to joke.

Then we said goodbye to Father Ibrahim and
continued our trip to Haifa. On the way, Michal was
very generous and invited all of us for a light meal
on the bus. Her gesture was so much appreciated



and welcomed by the students because they were
at that moment so hungry!!! We then said good
bye to her and went to Stella Maris Guesthouse.

Day 2: Wednesday 29/07/2009

At 11:30 the first introduction meeting started.
Hiroko began the session welcoming the students
and talking about the Non Profit Organization
“Helping the Children in the Holy Land” and its
activities. In addition, she gave the students her
view about peace in the region. Her welcoming
was followed by a small introduction of the staff
members.

Then the students introduced themselves
explaining the reasons of their participation in this
Youth Exchange Program. The main reasons were
summarized as follows:

1- Learning more about the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
2- Meet new people
3- Make new friends
4- Learn about different cultures especially Japanese
5- Peace education
6- Discuss about the ways to reach a peaceful
resolution to the conflict
7- To learn how to listen, as Liora always says
“Listen with your hearts”
8- To represent different points of views

This session was followed with a welcoming
lunch that everyone enjoyed so much. At 14:15
the group left the hotel heading to Nazareth.
As we were moving in the bus, we exchanged
information about Haifa and Nazareth. We
passed by the Bahaee’s shrine which was really
wonderfullll

When we reached Nazareth, the group went
to visit the Church of Annunciation. Hiroko gave
a historical background about the Church and
its importance to the Christian belief. After the
visit, the students were given 20 minutes walk in
Nazareth.

On the way back to the guesthouse, the bus
stopped at the top of the mountain in Haifa to
enable the students to enjoy the Baha'ee shrine.
They were so happy to see one of the world’s new
wonders.

As soon as the dinner was over, the staff and
students went to a small chapel accompanied
with a group of Seminarians of the Carmelite
Order coming from 18 different countries. The
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Japanese students sang a beautiful traditional
Japanese song accompanied by violin. After
that, the Israeli students presented a small play
describing the Israeli society, and a duet song by
Miki and Anna. The Palestinian students sang a
song accompanied by a guitar and darbuka and
followed by a rap song presented by Lama and
Nadia. The Carmelites decided to participate with
two very beautiful Spanish songs that made a very
nice atmosphere and some students ended up in
dancing.

Day 3: Thursday 30/07/2009

The wake up call was at 6:30. We had breakfast
and checked out at 7:15. To our cheer delight, all
the students were on time and the day started
wonderfully. As we went up on the bus, Liora
gave almost one hour lecture about the difference
between the Israeli, Palestinian and Japanese
cultures. The lecture was so interesting for the
students that they kept repeating during the
whole trip a phrase which Liora used in her lecture
“same same but different”.

Then we went to the Dan National Park where
the students hiked for one hour. It was a very nice
walk and the students were extremely excited and
happy. They stopped around a small pond and
started splashing each other with water, having
so much fun that anyone looking at them would
be surprised to know that they only met couple of
days earlier. Hiroko made a short lecture about the
importance of this place historically and religiously.
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Once the Dan visit was finished, the bus started
its way up to the Mount Bental. It was a hard
trip for some students, and some felt a little bit
sick. Once we reached up on the mountain,
the students stood to watch the borders with
Syria where they took many pictures and had so
much fun with the PEACE flag. In addition, they
socialized with some tourists coming from Israel,
Europe and USA.

Then we went down from the mountain to
have lunch near the Sea of Galilee. After lunch we
visited the Jordan River and we told the students
about its importance to Christianity. The students
went down to the water and were making fun.

We continued our trip around the Sea of Galilee
for sightseeing and reached the Guest-house of
Mount of Beatitudes where we checked in for the
night.

At 17:45 the staff and OBs/OGs had a meeting to
make a short update about the previous days. We
left the roles and responsibilities to the OBs/OGs
and made a final plan for the second day. The
students were distributed into three mingled
groups to start the first discussion about the
conflict. They were asked to express their feelings,
thoughts, ideas and disappointments.

The group-meeting was followed by a second
general meeting including the staff. Its purpose
was to get the feedback from the students and
circulate the information among the rest of the
groups. It was pretty successful.

Groups were divided as follow:

Group |:
Miki, Gal, Asaf, Ra'fat, Shaden, Asaka, Eli, Rie
Group II:
Peleg, Yonatan, Jihad, Fadi, Nadia, Mari, Haruka,
Yoshiaki
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Group Il
Renato, Fairoz, Anna, kassem, Lama, Claire, Mana,
Kazuma

Day 4: Friday 31/07/2009

The students woke up and had breakfast on
time. They got on the bus and drove to Bet
Shean. The student delegations of each country
performed in the roman theatre. It was quite funny
and nice, and all the students were so wonderful.

Once the performances were finished,
the students took a 30 minutes tour of the
archeological site of Bet Shean. Some walked
up the mountain. It was very interesting visit
especially for those who were there for the first
time.

As soon as the visit was over, we drove to the
Dead Sea where we swam for 20 minutes. We
enjoyed the mineral water of the Dead Sea and
later had lunch. Then we continued our trip
towards the Negev.

On the way, we stopped over at Ben Gurion’
s memorial. As we arrived to the desert, the
students were welcomed in the Bedouin tents by
some Bedouins who gave them a small lecture
about their life and traditions. Everyone had a cup
of arabic coffee and tea.

Then everyone was taken for a 30 minutes
ride on camels into the desert. Once back in the
Bedouin tents we were offered very tasty and
traditional food in addition to oriental sweets.
Then the students went out to play games and
enjoy the desert life.

Around 21:00 everyone gathered around a




camp fire, played more games and ate some
watermelon. Around 23:00 most students went to
their tents and some had some social and political
discussions.

Day 5: Saturday 1/08/2009

The students got up very early in the morning
for breakfast and left to Masada at 8:00. In Masada
we watched a 10 minutes historical movie about
the place and its importance to the Jews. And
then we went up the mountain with a cable car.

Once we arrived up, Hiroko started the tour with
showing and explaining them the mini map of
the fortress and then went on with the visit. She
explained the architectural design, the lifestyle and
the water system etc. The visit was nice but it was
so hot that some students and staff could not bear
the heat.

Then the students went to Qumran to have
lunch and finished with a refreshing swim in the
Dead Sea once again. Then we drove to Jerusalem
to drop Palestinian students who were not having
home stay at Israeli homes. Then we continued to
Tel Aviv.

The students were welcomed by the host
families at the Marina Hotel in Tel Aviv. The staff
were going to stay in this hotel.

Students were distributed among the host
families as follows :

Yonatan : Ra'fat & Fadi
Asaf : Ya'coub

Albina : Shaden & Mana
Gal : Claire & Asaka
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Miki : Kazuma
Eli : Yoshiaki
Anna : Mari
Fairoz : Haruka
Peleg : Renato

Day 6: Sunday 02/08/2009

Some of the host families had their own plans
for the day such as going to the Safari and visiting
their villages. Some students decided to meet to
have lunch, go to the beach, do some shopping,
hangout, night life and so on.

At 19:00 a staff meeting took place over dinner
at Liora’s house. Liora was very hospitable and
everyone enjoyed the visit.

After the meeting everyone enjoyed the music
played by both Ya'coub and Rie and of course the
opera song by Midori. The evening ended around
23:00.

Day 7: Monday 03/08/2009

Some students met at the Marina hotel at 14:30
to leave for Ramat Aviv Gimel to pick up the rest
of the students to go back to Jerusalem for the
second part of home stay.

At 16:00, everyone arrived at Notre Dame of
Jerusalem Center. The students were distributed
among the host families as follows

Fadi : Yonatan, Asaf, Kazuma & Yoshiaki
Ra'fat & Lama : Asaka & Mana

Shaden : Albina & Fairoz

Claire : Gal, Anna & Rie
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Jihad : Mari, Marina & Haruka

The students had a free evening and each group
decided to do something. Some went shopping
and some went around the city.

Day 8: Tuesday 04/08/2009

The students gathered at 9:45 at the Notre Dame
Center. Palestinian and Japanese students went to
visit the West Bank.

According to the Israeli law, Israeli people are
not allowed to go into Palestinian territories.
Therefore, Israeli students together with Midori
and | planned to go to the Malha Shopping Center.
The visit to the mall was easy going and we made
many jokes, we watched a movie and had lunch
together.

As for the Palestinian and Japanese students,
they visited the Bir Zeit University. They took a
general overview of the Palestinian education
system. In the university, they visited also the
IT building where they enjoyed seeing some
achievements for young students in IT field. Later
they ended up in visiting the university museum
called “Jerusalem our home”. Then on their way
to Ramallah they stopped at the mausoleum of
Arafat.

Since they were all very hungry, they headed
straight to lunch to eat shawerma (traditional
sandwich). Then went to Al-Bireh National Park to
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play some sharing and icebreaking games.

At 16.30 they all went to Qalandia checkpoint to
meet the Israeli delegation on the other side of the
checkpoint. As they reached Qalandia checkpoint,
the Japanese showed their bewilderment and
confusion to see such a thing.

Outside the checkpoint as the Palestinian
and Japanese delegations were waiting for the
Israel delegation, Ra'fat gave a brief background
of the checkpoints and the procedure that the
Israeli soldiers follow. He also talked about some
personal experience on the checkpoint.

As the Israeli delegation arrived, everyone
started walking side by side along the wall
chatting about everything. Then they sat in a very
nice place called Zamos in Beit Hanina area where
they had some hubbly bubbly and had some fun
till 20:00. After that, they went back home to have

-
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dinner with the host families.

On the other hand, at 19:00 the staff members
had a quiet dinner (finally!!!) which was followed by
a staff meeting to conclude the day and plan the
following days.

Day 9: Wednesday 05/08/2009

The day started with the meeting of every
student at Notre Dame Center around 10:00 am.
A “country meeting” (3 countries separated) took
place. The purpose was to take general feedback
from the students about the second phase of the
program (home stay).

Except for a couple of exceptions, the general
feedback was extremely positive. We got some
suggestions for the future program such as:

1- There should always be an adult during home stay.

2- Apart from the Japanese students, everyone should
be introduced to families prior to home stay.

3- Home stays should be extended.

A staff meeting took place in order to update
other staff members. And them we had a general
meeting between staff and students to give them
the final feedback and the general reflection of the
students.

Then everyone walked to the old city of
Jerusalem to have lunch at Papa Andreas
Restaurant which has a wonderful view of the old
city of Jerusalem. During the lunch, Lily Saliba,
an OG of Youth Exchange for Peace2005 came to
meet the students. With her lovely character, she
was able to socialize with many students and talk
about her experience in this program 4 years ago
in Japan.

Once lunch was finished, some students went
up to the Lutheran Church tower to have a better
view of the city.

After dinner, a sum up meeting took place. The
students were requested to write something
about their day in their daily dairy. Three students
representing each country were randomly selected
to share their feelings with the rest of the group.

Day 10: Thursday 06/08/2009

We know that an atomic bomb was dropped on
the city of Hiroshima on Monday, August 6, 1945,
followed by another one dropped on Nagasaki,
August 9. Due to these facts, all students gathered

in the dining room around breakfast and at 8:15
exactly they were asked to stand up in silence for
one minute’s prayer for the victims and for the
peace in the world.

At 9:00 the students met with Dr. Hanna Siniora,
the Head of the European-Palestinian Chamber
of Commerce in Ramallah. He talked about the
conflict and the compromises that each country
has to do to reach a peaceful solution.

His lecture was followed by the Japanese
students’ presentation about the atomic bomb.
The presentation was divided into different topics
such as, the history, the dynamics and mechanics
of the bombs, the culture and art of the survivals.

It was very moving to hear about the suffering
of the Japanese people yet it was so refreshing to
hear that the Japanese people took responsibility
of what happened, and that they live now in
harmony and peace with all countries.

The presentation was followed by group
discussions to talk about the "Japanese dilemma"
and how they were able to get over it. An analysis
paper about the Middle East situation written
by Prof. Adizes was read and discussed. It was
interesting for the students because the author
connected what happened in Japan with the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

The session was followed by a good traditional
Palestinian meal served by a nearby restaurant “The
Gate”. The meal was called “Ma’loubeh” of which
the exact translation is “upside down”. The dessert
was a watermelon. It was a new experience for the
Japanese students because of its shape and size.
It was nice to see them laughing and over excited
taking pictures.

At 14:30, the students participated in a 3 hours
tour of Jerusalem with a professional guide who
took them to different places.

After dinner, a sum up meeting took place on
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the fourth floor of the Notre Dame center. With
the beautiful view of Jerusalem and the fresh air
coming into the room everyone was asked to write
in their daily diaries. Liora chaired the session and
all of them shared their feelings. It was a very lively
and beautiful session.

Day 11: Friday 07/08/2009

The day started very early. Everyone got on
the bus at 7:55 to go to Wadi Foukin Village. A
small village situated in the middle of two Israeli
settlements. We met an university student named
Ibrahim Manasra who spoke for 30 minutes about
the suffering of the village and its inhabitants. He
also talked about the land confiscation in that area.

Then we all went to Yad Vashem, a museum
dedicated for the Holocaust. Our tour guide
was extremely interesting. The visit was an
unforgettable and sad experience to many of
us. Many became very emotional and cried. The
atmosphere was becoming strained and everyone
was getting stressed out. But the students were
hungry enough to take lunch in a park where they
had so much fun and played games.

At 15:30 two members from the Parents’ Circle,
Mr. Nir Oren (Israeli) and Mr. George Sa‘adeh
(Palestinian), were invited together to speak to the
students. But only Mr. Oren came because Mr. Sa’
adeh could not get a permit to come to Jerusalem
from the Israeli government. Mr. Oren talked
about his experience and loss. In addition, he
talked about the scope of work of the organization
he is working in. He made sure to talk about the
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story of the Palestinian colleague who is a part of
the parents’ circle too. He tried to be objective and
to me personally | felt that he was able to do that.

The closing session of the day was so stressful
and emotional. The Palestinian students decided
to make a presentation to show the suffering of
both the Jewish and Palestinian people, with a
presentation made up of slides of parallel pictures
comparing Holocaust to the sufferings in the
occupied territories of Palestine. The presentation
was so sensitive that many students felt sad and
hurt.

To the Jewish students, it was not bearable
to feel that someone sees them as Nazi but for
Palestinians it was feelings of hurt they wanted to
show.

Personally, | was so pressured and broke into tears
for what happened. All the Israeli and Palestinian
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students were like my children. For me it was
intolerable to see any of them hurt. How can | be
neutral in such a case!!l When | saw the look on Peleg’
s face my heart went out for him, | wanted to hug him
and reassure him. And at the same time, | couldn’t
force the Palestinian students not to express how they
were feeling. “God---What a day".

Day 12: Saturday 08/08/2009

We opened the morning discussion with
a small word by Ra’fat to make sure to clear
the misunderstanding. He explained that the
Palestinian team did not mean to offend anyone
and that their presentation was just to show the
suffering of the two peoples and not to make
comparison.

| presided the session and asked each country to
come up with two topics which they like to discuss
from which we chose one for discussion.

The Israelis wanted to talk about the rockets in
Sderot and the suicide bombings. The Palestinians
wanted to discuss the issue of Jerusalem and finally
the Japanese wanted to discuss peaceful solutions
for the conflict.

The discussion helped all the students to get a
fresh breath of air. Everyone was given a chance to
share their feelings, questions, ideas--- By the end
of the session, all students cooled down and there
was a sense of relaxation among them. All of them
left the room hugging and laughing with each
other. | think it was at that moment that | took a
deep breath and felt that finally everything was
going to be fine.

Later, the students prepared for the open talk,
while Midori and | did prepared the graduation
room, certificates and gifts. At 16:00 the Youth
Exchange Program for Peace 2009 concluded in
cooperation with “Children without Borders” in the
presence of Father Ibrahim Faltas, the Chairperson
of the John Paul Il Foundation in the Middle East in
Jerusalem, and Ms. Hiroko Inoue the Chairperson
of NPO “Helping Children in the Holy Land” in
Japan. In addition, Mrs. Advocate Ada Ravon and
Dr. Adel Misk, two peace activists participated in
the program as well as the students of 2005, 2007
and 2000.

The ceremony started with a welcoming word by
Father Ibrahim Faltas in which he complimented all
the efforts that “Helping Children in the Holy Land”
have been doing and he stressed his commitment
to working for peace. Then Ms. Inoue gave a

summary about the history of the project and
emphasized on its importance for building a better
future for the youth in the Holy Land.

Mrs. Advocate Ravon, a peace activist and
member of the "Machsom Watch" organization,
gave a presentation in which she showed the
suffering of the Palestinian people and advised
the students to work side by side to end the
occupation. The presentation was followed
with a lecture by Dr. Adel Misk who highlighted
the importance of dialogue to reach a peaceful
solution to finish the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
which has been taking place for more than 60
years.

The ceremony included a song sung by Ms.
Midori Matsumoto joined by the violinist Ms. Asaka
Ishiguro. In addition, the students sang a song for
peace, which moved everybody very much. This
was followed by the distribution of certificates to
the students. To finish the ceremony, they planted
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a small olive tree as a memorial of the Project
and put strips of paper with their wishes on the
branches.

In the end, Father Faltas gave a recognition
shield to Ms. Inoue and thanked her once again for
pursuing the peace and for her continuous support
to many projects in the Holy Land.

Day 13: Sunday 09/08/2009

The day started with an early wake up call.
Students got up at 6:00 to get ready to leave

at 6:40 to visit the Western Wall Tunnel. At the
entrance, Fadi was once again stopped by Israeli
security— Liora spoke to them and he was released
after 1 minute. The visit of the tunnel moved
so many feelings especially among Jewish and
Muslim people, because many fights have been
taking place the past few years because of its
construction.

Upon return to the hotel, students were asked to
answer some questions. Once they finished, they
all went to the last lunch together.

In the end, they all gathered in the meeting
room to share their last feelings and opinions. With
concluding words by Father Suzuki and Hiroko,
students were sent to their homes. Unlike other
times, we were begging the students to leave the
meeting room and students were so reluctant to
say goodbye.

This time the program finished for real, the
feelings were unlike what the students felt when
they went to home stay because they knew that
this is it!!! The room was so full of unexplainable
emotions, tears in the eyes, sadness, hugs, kisses
and promises of an everlasting friendship.

Now, the students continue to refer to their joy
and emotion in their Facebook conversations.
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Students’ Reflections

Questions & answers on the last day.

Q 1 What were the most impressive things in this program? Give 3 examples.

ISRAEL

Eli: The most impressive experiences in my point
of view were: Dan River, the observatory in the
north of the land, and also the friendship that was
created in such a short time even though we were
from different cultures.

Anna: The most impressive thing is that despite of
the conflict and all the differences of the cultures
and the languages, everyone was getting along
very well, friendly, wishing to know each other
better and nobody was hostile.

Yonatan: Getting all along so well together
despite the differences and the discussions were
exciting.

Asaf: What was impressive is that we succeeded
to visit all the beautiful places in the country in
three days, | was very impressed by the Palestinian
kids because they were so generous, | was very
impressed by the lectures that we had.

Miki: The presentations, listening to each other
and Asaka playing the violin.

Albina: The most impressive thing in my opinion
was when we all started to get to know one
another, and everyone said his opinion listening to
each other. And the trip was wonderful.

Fairoz: The visit to Masada, the thoughts and
opinions of different people as well as learning
new things.

PALESTINE

Nadia: The most impressive thing was that a

group of different people, who were supposed to
hate each other, could overcome their hatred and

become friends, as | personally made many friends.
Ra’fat: The people, the Japanese culture and the
sharing sessions.

Kassem: The vague difference of mentality
within the group, the ability of understanding each
other even it was sometimes quite late and the fact
that somehow the Palestinian and Israeli are similar
even if they disagree sometimes.

Fadi: On the 8th of August when each country
group made a question, and the most impressive
way that the meeting was chaired to help us
to respect and to accept other’s opinions. To
spend a time in Negev desert, and mostly the
misunderstanding between the Israeli and
Palestinian students who ended up being friends.
Lama: The conversations.

Jehad: Many people supporting this project
especially the Japanese, sharing our problems
together and respecting each other’s pain, and
finally, going to new places.

Ya’ coub: The project was more structured and
organized than the previous two projects. The
fruitful team work and the act of forgiving each
other.

Renato: Expressing our ideas honestly and
completely, learning more things about each other
and getting more information about the three
different cultures.

Claire: We went to very special places, we
discussed about whatever we wanted expressing
freely our own feelings and now | have so many
friends, as we shared everything together.
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JAPAN

Rie: It was very impressive to see the separation
walls, the Holocaust Museum (Yad Vashem) and
the checkpoints.

During the preparatory seminar, we have learned

beforehand much about these issues. But when |
saw the realities with my own eyes, | could not help
feeling a kind of anger or sadness. Also, | thought
I had much knowledge about the Holocaust. But
seeing the tragedy of “human evil” in the Museum,
| felt very anguishes. At the checkpoint, we had to
pass four revolving doors, and Fadi was ordered to
take off his shoes. No matter how it is for people’
s security, | was irritated to see the situation of
Palestinians who are not treated equally.
Mana: It was impressive to go on a home stay
at both the Israeli and Palestinian families. It was
a good experience for me to find the differences
between both sides, such as cultures, sceneries
and buildings.

Visiting the separation walls, checkpoints, and
a village that is occupied by Israeli government. |
was really shocked to see with my own eyes the
real situations of the conflict, but these experiences
helped me to understand a part of Palestinians’
suffering.

Finally, the discussions, although | couldn't talk
much in the sessions, | was very happy to listen
to the other students’ experiences and to their
opinions. | think | could understand them better. |
found also that Isralis and Palestinians don’t know
each other very well and the information of the
media are not impartial.

Yoshiaki: | was much impressed by each

student's story of pain, by the violent emotion of
the students during the sessions and by the lack of
knowledge of each other.

Mari: | was impressed to see through the

discussion how difficult the talks were between the
Israeli and Palestinians. | was also impressed by the
Holocaust. At first, | didn’t understand very well
the concept of the Israelis about this tragedy. But |
learned very much about it listening to the others.
| saw also each one's pain and sorrow behind the
way to insist their opinions or their point of view.

Haruka: | got a glimpse of the Israeli and

80

Palestinian families by going on home stays to
both. Since | had an Arab-Israeli host family and
went to a Palestinian family as well, | fully enjoyed
Arabic life. According to Arab culture, families
should make their guests feel very welcomed and
feed them all the time, my stomach was always full.
Yad Vashem was really impressive. In the Museum,
| saw with my eyes and learned about the
Holocaust thanks to the explanation of the guide
with numerous documentations. | had read the
books and seen the movies about the tragedy
and | had had the knowledge of it beforehand.
However, when | saw the real daily necessities of
the victims and the videos of the survivors, | felt
totally different emotion welling up in me. The
guide’s words were also very impressive, which
mentioned this museum as a symbolic tomb for
the so many nameless victims. | wish | could have
had more time to look each display in detail.

| often saw Israelis with guns. | knew that the
possession of guns is legal in Israel. But | was
shocked to see someone with a real gun during
the home stay, when | was about to get in to a car.
Marina: 1) The words of Jehad who told me

he still feels very complicated emotions inside
him when he sees Israelis. 2) The fact that
everybody became friends with each other. 3) The
constructive attitude of all the students to achieve
peace.

Asaka: 1) Anna who tried to convince her mother

to let her go for a home stay in Jerusalem and
with Palestinians. 2) The students who were so
energetic day and night during the program. 3)
The lecture by Mr. Nir Oren.

Kazuma: | felt from both home stays that the

Israelis as well as Palestinians love their families
very much. | have learned very much about
the Holocaust tragedy in Yad Vashem. Finally, |
found that it was rather difficult for Israelis and
Palestinians to understand each other even if we
have experienced so many things together, such as
travel, home stays and discussions.



Q 2 Whatdid you enjoy the most?

ISRAEL

Eli: | enjoyed the most the meal hours because
they offered us the opportunity to talk and get to
know each other.

Asaf: | had lots of fun in the last three days. When
we had conversations with the Palestinians and the
Japanese, | learned a lot about their cultures and
the way they think.

Albina: | enjoyed knowing everyone, listening
about their lives, visiting different places and
hearing different opinions.

Fairoz: Getting to know all the participants and
becoming good friends. Being able to listen to the
other people with respect. Some of places of the
trip were a new experience to me even though |
live in this country.

Miki: Going out and having laughs and jokes.

Yonatan: The trips were great. Some of the
places were my first visits as well.

Anna: | enjoyed meeting people from Palestine
and Japan as well as from Israel.

[Y77 7717 =[1={ZABLLEI N,
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PALESTINE

Fadi: The discussions in which we could express
our feelings. Also the first four days trip because
we went to places that | did not know that existed
in Palestine.

Jehad: | enjoyed the cooperation and the
friendship that grew among us.

Claire: | enjoyed every day we spent together.
Kassem: The discussions by which we were
able to share everything with everybody in an
organized way not in a way far from culture,
because in that way we could understand each
other better and we were not misunderstood.
Renato: Our trip to Yad Vashem because | always
wanted to know in detail what happened during
the Holocaust. Learning for the first time the
suffering of the other side and being able to talk
about it with them.

Ya’'coub: | enjoyed most the first two parts of the
project because | felt we were blending very well.
Further | think that realizing the project here in our
land the place of the conflict was a good idea.
Lama: | enjoyed staying in the Bedouin tents. It
was a new experience for me.

Nadia: The things | enjoyed the most were the
Bedouin tents and the discussions.

Ra'fat: The good company: | met new friends
from different countries and | hope we can meet
again.

JAPAN

Mana: It was fun to stay in the tents and to ride
camels. Since it was the only chance to sleep in
one place together, | had good opportunity to chat
with everyone.

Haruka: | greatly enjoyed floating in the Dead
Sea. It was amazing that my body naturally floated
without support. | sometimes felt pain when salty
water soaked into my pores and nails, which was
however also a good experience. What amazed me
was that Israeli and Palestinian students seemed
not to like this and decided not to go into the sea
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the second day. We Japanese enjoyed so much the
floating because we think it is the only place in the
world to make such a marvelous experience. But
they seemed to think they could enjoy it whenever
they want.

Asaka: | enjoyed so much the home stays. In Gal’
s home in Israel, | could talk with Gal and Claire
without worrying about time. Also in the house of
Lama & Ra'fat in Palestine, | got the chance to have
a glimpse of a warm family. | enjoyed very much
spending time at our own pace.

Marina: To make good conversations and to gain
wonderful friends.

Kazuma: The amazing experience of floating in

the Dead Sea. | was so much moved when | felt my

body floating.

Yoshiaki: | was happy above all that | had a good
relationship with all the students and that | could
make conversations with them on many topics.
Rie: | can say that | enjoyed everyday, every
moment, such as the time when we were laughing
together, and even when we were discussing.
Especially it was wonderful to have experience of
Bedouin tents and camel riding.

Mari: The special experience of swimming in
the Dead Sea. | enjoyed it the most, with mud on
my skin and floating effortlessly. Furthermore, |
enjoyed the home stay, which made me forget the
stress | had accumulated.

Q 3 Whatmade you sad or angry in the program?

ISRAEL

Eli: What made me angry was the disregard
and disrespect of the Palestinian group to the
Holocaust.

Asaf: The thing that made me sad is that the
project ended so fast. | will not be able to meet
the other kids in the way | meet the participants in
the project. Further | can’t use English well. | was
very angry about the way the Palestinians treated
the subject of the Holocaust, and the movie they
made was disrespectful of our history.

Albina: | was sad about the misunderstanding
caused by the movie the Palestinians showed. It
made everyone upset and created unpleasant
feelings.

Fairoz: The only thing | felt was that the program
was too short.

Miki: The thing that made me very angry was the
movie of the Palestinian group.

Yonatan: The comparison between the Holocaust
and the Palestinian situation.

Anna: The movie that the Palestinian group
created made me sad and angry but | am happy
everything worked out well eventually.
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PALESTINE

Jehad: | was sad when | discovered that the

Israelis and the Japanese don’t know anything, |
mean, nothing at all about the other side of the
separation wall.

Claire: Sad: | was sad because none of the Israeli

students knew anything about the Palestinian
suffering.

Angry: | was angry because when they got mad
they just say it, but when the Palestinians got mad
of something, we didn’t say anything because we
respected the other’s opinion.

Ya’' coub: What made me sad were some actions

of the boys and girls like being late and influencing
the Japanese also to be late. | did not like the
misunderstanding that happened in the group
during the last part of the project. This incident
showed that they didn't listen to the whole story to
understand. Finally, | was sad when | saw the video
remembering the sufferings of the Palestinians.
Lama: Actually, nothing made me sad or angry.

Kassem: | am sad that we will now separate and

| am not sure if we will ever meet again. Although
we will stay connected through Facebook and
emails, the interaction will be different.

Ra’fat: Some participants weren't tolerant
enough.
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Nadia: What made me sad is that | will not see my

friends again. And also what made me sad is that
in my daily life | can’t have Israeli friends like here.

JAPAN

Rie: Seeing the reality of this conflict. | saw
with my own eyes such tremendous pain in both
peoples. When | discovered it, | felt the emotion
of sadness and anger too. Because of my poor
English, | was frustrated with myself because |
couldn’t understand very well the discussions and
the lectures, and also because | couldn’t express
my opinions well.

Mana: | was furious to see myself not being able

to express, because of my poor English, what |
have thought. | felt once so depressed and even
doubted why | came here to participate to this
project. | was sometimes confused because the
schedule was often changed.

Haruka: Unlike the Japanese, Israeli and

Palestinian students were often late which
displeased me. Some students start making up 5
minutes before the session starts. We sometimes
took 30 minutes to gather, but the students moved
still slowly. The program could have been more
effective and we should not waste our time.

Asaka: | was sad when the Japanese students

complained me that discussion time was not
enough. It's true that we had only one session in

the first half of the program. Even in Jerusalem,
the discussions were strictly controlled so they
couldn't hear the opinions of Israeli and Palestinian
students to their satisfaction. What made me so
depressed was that not only Israeli and Palestinian
students, but also Japanese mentioned it.

Marina: Because of the lack of time for discussion

and lack of my English skill, I couldn’t reach the
students hearts.

Kazuma: In the previous Project to which |
participated, | was used to see the Israeli and
Palestinian students a little bit distracted even
during the discussions or the lectures such as
to stand up suddenly to drink water etc. This
time also, | thought that it was a problem that
sometimes we couldn’t listen and speak to each
other carefully and respectfully.

Yoshiaki: | felt sad when | sometimes saw the

students who neither listened nor made any effort
to know the opinion of the others, which made me
doubt about their attitude toward this project. |
was frustrated also with my poor English.

Mari: The discussions were hard for me as | had

been afraid, although | was considering them very
important. However, during the discussions, the
Israeli and Palestinian students insisted on their
points of views so strongly. We felt of course their
desperation and their anger. But | also got angry
asking to myself why they didn't listen to each
other more respectfully.
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Q 4 What was the hardest thing for you in this project?

ISRAEL

Eli: The most difficult thing was talking English,
because when | really wanted to say something, |
had to switch in Hebrew.

Anna: Knowing this project will end was the most
difficult thing for me. At the moment when I'm
writing, it's not over yet. But | know it's going to
end soon and | cant breath.

Fairoz: The hardest thing for me in this program
was being the only Arab-Israeli. At first, | felt a bit
isolated but now | don't feel so alone because |
am surrounded by the students who became my
friends.

Asaf: Watching the movie of the Palestinians was
shocking. It was disrespectful. But for me it was
hurting because a part of my family experienced
the Holocaust.

Albina: It was very hard for me to express my
feelings in English because | don't speak it very
well.

Miki: To see how people opened their mind.

PALESTINE

Fadi: That sometimes | couldn’t express myself
well because of my poor English, as | also found it
hard to understand others sometimes.

Nadia: The hardest thing actually was the day
we went to the Holocaust Museum and after the
Palestinian presentation.

Jehad: | think there were a lot of tragedies in our
life, but | really felt sorry in Yad Vashem as a human
being, as well as for the Palestinian refugees and
martyrs.

Claire: The home stay. Before | went to the
home stay in Tel Aviy, | was afraid that the parents
might kick me out of their house. Because what
| knew about Israeli people at that time was only
that they all hated the Palestinians. But after all it
may not be all the Israeli.

Renato: To be neutral. | was always a straight
toward Palestinian who does not care about
anything but defending his cause. By trying to be
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neutral this time, | got a better look at peace and at
the other side.

Ya'’coub: The hardest thing in my opinion
was the sharing and discussion part, and the
communication with the Japanese students.
Ra’fat: The hardest thing was hearing some
provocative comments from the Israeli side.
Kassem: To be able to understand each other
because the difference of nationality means the
difference in mentality and way to act towards
each other.

Lama: Nothing was hard for me.

JAPAN

Mana: | was tired with the trip because of the hard
schedule. Despite of the fact that | enjoyed visiting
many places, sightseeing might be reduced.
Haruka: The students were all energetic, contrary
to the Japanese partly because of ethnical
difference. They walked around, sang and played
the instruments in the bus all day long. They were
still active at night, which | physically couldn’t
tolerate. Therefore, | have tried to make time for
myself and relaxed.

Asaka: Discussion: Each meeting itself was very
interesting. However, | saw some students who
had decided not to speak anything when it came
to the issue of the conflict. This impressed me how
difficult it is to open their mind fully and share their
thoughts and feelings.

Marina: To have my own opinion.

Kazuma: | sometimes felt exhausted from the
hard schedule and the visits in an environment |
am no accustomed to. Sleeping was important to
get back my strength.

Yoshiaki: Even if | had made my best to commit
myself to this peace issue between Israel and
Palestine, | was forced to realize that | am an
outsider after all. Additionally, | was worried
whether my comments were understood properly
because of the language barrier.

Mari: English was one of my difficulties. | was
frustrated that | couldn’t tell what | wanted to tell.



Although daily conversation was OK, | couldn't join
the discussion in detail and in depth.

Rie: Because of my poor English, | couldn't follow
the session very well which was the hardest matter

Q 5  Whatdid you learn in this Project?

ISRAEL

Eli: | learned many things mostly about
the conflict which is less offensive when we
communicate face to face.

Albina: If | could change something in the
program, | would combine the trips with the
discussions, because in my opinion, it is difficult to
have two separate parts.

Fairoz: | learned many new things, for example:
the stories of the Palestinians. | was amazed by
all the things we don’t know, many hidden and
unknown things. | hope one day we will know the
entire truth.

Miki: | learned a lot about Japan and the conflict
etc. | learned that Palestinians are very nice people
and | am happy | got the chance to talk to some of
them.

Anna: | learned a lot about the Palestinians: about

their life and life style, the conflict and, of course,
also about the Japanese.

for me in the project. Moreover, since the problem
is so big, that | could just guess their great
suffering.

PALESTINE

Renato: | learned how to become a respectful
OB, how to listen to students, how to listen from
my heart and ears, and how to respect people
without prejudice.

Ya’'coub: Responsibilities, to have a strong
personality, to listen, to try to solve problems fast.
Jehad: | learned how to listen to others and
respect them even if | didn't agree.

Fadi: | learned many things, the most important is
not to joke with Israelis about killing but Israelis are
good people.

Kassem: | learned that every human being has
fundamental rights and one of them is to defend
his country.

Claire: | learned many things. First that if we
want to solve the problem, the first thing we have
to do is listen to and respect each other’s opinion.
Second if we want to solve a big problem like the
conflict, we have to start with small simple things.
Nadia: | learned so many things. But what
impressed me was that majority of people don't
really have a clue about the conflict.

Ra’fat: | learned about new cultures. | also
learned that some Israeli people are ready to join
our efforts to achieve peace in the Holy Land.

JAPAN

Mari: | learned that in the bottom of their heart
there are traumas embedded in their DNA. The
solution for this kind of problem should be deeper
understanding, which also should be led by
listening to them more carefully.

Rie: | have learned many things. First, the young
people in the countries under the conflict can
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reach a certain degree of the relationship even in
2 weeks. This can show us a gleam of hope for the
future. Secondly, | found how much | lose in my
life if | live without looking out to the world. It was
a great experience to see the real world. Most of
my friends are indifferent to those kinds of issues.
It is also difficult to find occasions to discuss about
the conflict. Besides, the news from the media is
always biased. That's why it was very important for
me to see the reality with my own eyes and ears.
Finally, | have learned a lot about the importance
of English. | will study it seriously for my future.
Marina: To listen, to understand, to cooperate
and to think.

Haruka: | recognized again from my heart that

the conflict in these countries was rooted so
deeply. The students looked very friendly during
meals. However, once they started to discuss, it
seemed very difficult for them to control their
negative feelings inside themselves. The meetings
frequently turned to be just quarreling. But since
it's impossible to solve the conflict by individual
opinions, the sessions ended up blaming each
other. | learned about the difficulty to understand
the others even though they could listen.

Mana: | learned that peace would never come

unless we respect each other. Not just saying what
one “wants”, but listening to the others, accepting
their opinion, and admitting that compromise
leads to peace.

Also, | was surprised to know that all the Israeli

students didn't always agree with the policy of
their government, and that at the same time, they
didn’t know very well what the government was
doing against Palestinian people. Furthermore, |
learned that the Japanese should stand on neutral
ground and be pro-reconciliation, not take the
view of either side.

Yoshiaki: | have learned that the Israeli and

Palestinian youngsters, contrary to the Japanese,
were interested in their society, all of them had
clear and firm opinions.
Asaka: The difficulty to step beyond my point
of view. In spite of this fact, we can change our
view of the world and the world would be totally
changed by this fundamental step.

| learned much from the presentations by each
country, especially from that of the Israeli group
referring to their ethnic groups (Arab-Israelis,
Russian-Israelis, etc). That was a new concept for
me.
The situation of Palestinian villages by visiting Wadi
Fukeen village. It was important for me for the first
time to see the realities and interactions between
the settlements and Palestinian life.
Kazuma: It was a special experience to see the

separation walls, checkpoints, and settlements,
which are essential issues for the conflict. |
deepened my understanding of the conflict by
listening to students’ stories. They told us how their
families were divided by the separation walls and
what are daily difficulties to pass the checkpoints.
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Eli: | could talk better in English. | know a little
bit about the conflict viewed from the Palestinian
side.

Albina: | will tell other people about what we did
in the project and will ask them to talk about it to
more people. | want to expand my knowledge by
watching the news and reading the newspapers.
Fairoz: To listen more and increase my
knowledge. Until the beginning of the project |
was ignorant but now my mind is open. We can
help to solve the problem by listening to each and
that’s what we are going to do.

Miki: If some Israeli is angry about the other side
and for example he is saying “all the Palestinians---"
| would correct him and make it right.

Yonatan: | will use the things | learned to become
a better person and make a change at work and
especially to help to solve the conflict.

Anna: Now that | know the both sides, | know
how to convince people not to hate each other
and to tell them about my own experience.

BRIGTIN—TF«ZXHhya,

How can you implement the things that you learned in your daily life?

PALESTINE

Fadi: Treating of other people, and my daily life.
Claire: Actually | would like to have a lot of Israeli
friends and become as they say good friends. With
good friends we will make perfect friendship, and
growing the friendship is the first step for peace.
And | will participate in various peace projects.
Nadia: | think | will watch the news more and
change some thoughts about Israelis.

Ra’fat: | learned to listen and hear more before
making judgments. | would also tell more and
more people about the conflict. | learned that
ignorance of what is happening is what is allowing
Israel to do whatever suits its interests.

Renato: My daily life includes day to day contact
with Israelis. So if my respect and my outlook have
changed, they will change with every new Israeli |
meet every day.

Ya'coub: | started participating in this project
four years ago. To explain my position in two lines
won't be enough, but if | would say one example, |
am learning Hebrew now.

Jehad: To be more honest and calm during
discussions.

Kassem: To be more considerate and patient
because the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is just an
example of our daily life conflicts with things that
matter to people.

Lama: | can implement what we have learned by
respecting other people.

JAPAN

Mana: The Japanese people (at least my friends
and neighbors) don't know well about Israel and
Palestine. My role will be to tell them what | have
experienced and learned in this project. | should
make it clear that they understand the conflict not
as a problem of other’s, but as their problem.

Also | myself need to study and understand more
about the problems these two groups have. |
would be happy to continue being part of this
project.
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Rie: | am going to give a presentation about my
experience of this project in front of my grade level
students. I'm sure this would be the first step. By
speaking about my own experience, some of the
listeners may get interested in it. From that, we
can expand our link.

Haruka: In Japan, there are very few people
who know about this conflict. When | had told
some friends of mine about my visit to Israel and
Palestine, they were just worried because they
had information from the news which shows
only bombings and demolition. To make matters
worse, some of them connected Palestine with
Pakistan.

Mari: | will try to get more people of my
surrounding to be interested in this problem
gradually. | also practice to express my clear

opinion from daily experience.

Kazuma: | sometimes felt perplexed when
being asked my opinion during the project. Itis
necessary to always have an opinion to all aspects
after going back to Japan.

Asaka: We will keep our friendship built during
a 2 week trip as deep as we can, so that we will
also be able to keep what we have learned in our
heart. For that purpose, | will make contact with
the students as often as possible; do something
together through the Internet.

Yoshiaki: | will reflect on the experiences
that | made. | saw the reality by my own eyes
on my study, and not only by reflecting at the
desk. Besides, | absolutely want to become a
government official!

Q 7/ What would like to change, if you had a chance to change something in this project?
We would appreciate it if you could give us some new suggestions for the coming project.

ISRAEL

Eli: The program should be longer, activities
should be more interesting, the trip can be more
interesting more fun activities, more evening
activities and more home stays.

Albina: If | could change some contacts in the
project | would make longer brakes between the
lectures. Additionally, | would not separate the
trips and the lectures because | couldn’t attend the
trips. Further, the wake-up call should be later, like
8:00 am.

Fairoz: Everything was perfect! Make the time of
the program longer, include more games and stay
at hotels with pools.

Miki: The program should be longer and we
should have more free time.

Yonatan: More time and less strict guidelines
with us.

Anna: we need more time for knowing each
other and talking freely and openly. Two weeks
are not enough time to change something in the
way people think. The lights off should be in a
later hour. Also, I think we should mix the trip with
the discussions.
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PALESTINE

Fadi: Make longer the time of the discussions so
that people can express their ideas more.
Kassem: Introduce more presentations by each
group; we need to know more people and to
strengthen our relations.

Jehad: To have clearer thoughts and more
blended ones with the project or it will be like
a vegetarian soup. | hope the project would be
longer especially the home stay. More field trips,
and visits of Arabic sites because this time we
visited more Jewish places.

Claire: We need permissions for Israelis to
enter the West Bank and to inform the students
beforehand about the subjects they will have to
speak about.

Renato: The age aspect and the age span should
be shorter because the difference in ages shows
clearly the difference in thinking, more discussions
should be held, more open talks should be
prepared, and no extremists should be admitted
to this program.

Ya’'coub: Japanese students selected for this
program, should be able to speak better English.



Project should be longer. Keep the project here
because | think it is more fruitful than to go on a
trip to Japan. Be strice more with the students,
Respect the time schedule more. Discussions
should be made more freely.

Lama: | would change some rules. The most
important is to speak English only.

Nadia: | would have made it like 2 days 2 days 2
days of every part of the project and circulate it. |
suggest to make it a longer program and not every
2 years but all the year round to arrange meetings,
to discuss new conflict events and also we can
connect the Japanese with video conference
because 2 weeks is a very short time.

Ra’fat: | would make it longer program especially
the home-stay part. Set stricter standards for
choosing the students and finally to be less strict
during the program and the guidelines should be
more strictly forced on the students.

JAPAN

Mana: We can shorten the time for sightseeing,
and allocate more time for discussion. Home-
stay, seeing checkpoints, separation walls, and
the villages, and visit of the Holocaust museum
shouldn’t be changed. | hope to add some
activities to let the students feel more united,
such as singing, creating on objects together, and
playing games.

Haruka: | felt that time was too short. Discussions
should be scheduled regularly during the program.
Discussions can be held in various ways such as
debate, changing the group members. The rule of
using English that Lama has suggested could also
have been informed from the first.

Asaka: We should have discussions at least once
a day.

Marina: More discussions

Kazuma: Comparing with the last project, the
time for discussions was too short. We should
put more stress on dialogue. If the schedule were
informed in advance, we could prepare more
information especially for English such as terms of
visiting place and the contents of lectures.
Yoshiaki: If there would be more students who
were educated in Israeli/Palestinian universities,

BEMSES/-ERET, [FH] 2 RSHEDFRELB,

discussions will be in a different way and we would
be able to expect them give us some specific
information as necessary. The students had already
been very friendly through preparation meetings;
we can start discussion from earlier timing.

Rie: | wanted to have more discussions.

Mari: | hope to lengthen time of each discussion
eventually. And we can have time to just tell
their experiences, not only to follow one topic. |
will train English skill more and more for 2 week
discussions!

* Names were put randomly; some students did
not fill all the questions, therefore, their names
were crossed out from these questions
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Dear colleagues and students,
| want to thank everyone for participating in

the “Youth Exchange for Peace 2009”. Both the
professional and social levels were wonderful.
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Christine Jildeh Project Coordinater
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Some people suggested we share our news
together, | love the idea and | here write few lines
about my feelings.

Sometimes as we stroll through life, we meet
a person whom we feel as if we have known him



all of our lives. Such was the case when | met the
program staff and students. | was surprised to see
that everyone was full of so much energy and put
so much time and effort to make it a successful
program. It was exactly the kind of program that
we (the staff) were hoping to experience.

The preparations for this program were definitely
not easy. Planning it gave many concerns, but each
member contributed in his/her capacity and the
expectations were exceeded, and this was the best
news. Everybody realized that working on human
development within different cultures could
become a treasury for the globe and may lead
the world to peace at one point. It is important
to point out that many genuine partnerships and
friendships have developed in this program.

Any person would know what | am speaking
about when | say: "someone will come into a room
and you feel a strong bond almost immediately”.
This, along with many other things in our lives,
is unexplainable. It just can happen and when it
does, you realize that you have found a special
treasure. This person can be someone with
interests similar to yours or someone who is very
different.

Someone who has led a life very opposite of your
own, this person, many times, may become the
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sensible side of your nature. The outsider looking
in, the one who can tell you anything and you will
consider her/his opinion. This person understands
you and your needs, as you do his/hers.

Such is the case when | met you. Perhaps it was
our wandering nature, we showed the kindness
and understanding one another since the second
time we met. We started as acquaintances and
ended up to become good friends. We ate,
laughed, danced and cried together without any
problem and felt totally at ease sharing details of
our lives. We never had to explain ourselves; we
just knew and understood. Though we have not
been friends a long time, it seemed as though we
have known each other all of our lives.

The feelings | personally had and still have are
so precious that | wish for all the persons to give
themselves a chance to taste similar feelings.
Because it is not easy to find a special person
who enrich your life in more ways than can be
imagined, and who will change your life forever.
Someone who came into your life and who, you
are sure, is there to stay---.

With all my love,

Christine Jildeh

~) A
English Translation : see P.103
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PROJECT REPORT

1. Background

| was approached to join this project by Miss
Hiroko Inoue, President of "Helping Children in
the Holy Land" (NPO) and Chairperson of "Youth
Exchange for Peace", at the suggestion of our joint
friend and colleague Mr. Uri Tolkowsky and old
"Japan Hand".

Following a meeting with Miss Hiroko Inoue
and Mr. Ya'coub Ghazzawi, in Ramat Aviv, where
the project was introduced and explained to me, |
decided to join the project, on a voluntary basis, as
the responsible for the Israeli delegation.

2. Project Preparation (March - July 2009)

The first activity that was mandated following
my recruitment to the project was an introductory
meeting with Miss Christine Jildeh in Jerusalem.

This meeting took place on March 20 in Jerusalem.
To my great pleasure, we immediately "hit it off"
and set out to work and collaborate as colleagues
and friends. This atmosphere of close friendship
and trust remained throughout the project, and
enabled us, more than once, to overcome difficult
challenges, if not to say real problems.

Soon afterwards, | met Father Ibrahim Faltas,
Head of the Latin Parish Church in Palestine, at
his beautiful Church in East Jerusalem. As in the
case of Miss Jildeh, also with Father Ibrahim an
atmosphere of friendship and trust was quickly
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established, which lasted throughout the project.

The preparatory period was composed of 2 main
activities.

The first one was concerning the selection of 7
Israeli finalist candidates. My assignment was to
come up with about 12 students representing Israeli
society, out of which 7 would be selected. The
deadline for this task was April 20th. By the designed
deadline | presented to the committee 13 candidates
representing most facets of Israeli society — home-
born Jewish Israelis, recent Jewish immigrants from
the former Soviet Union and Israeli Arabs. The 2
major sections of society that were not represented
were Jewish Ethiopians and Orthodox Jews.

The candidates were interviewed by Miss Inoue,
Father Suzuki, Miss Jildeh, Mr. Ghazzawi and
myself on Saturday May 2nd. Let me just state that
getting all candidates to come to Ramat Aviv, Tel
Aviv, on a Saturday at exact intervals of 30 minutes
for each was not a trivial assignment:---+-

The second part of the preparatory period was
composed of joint Palestinian — Israeli delegation
meetings at the Parish in East Jerusalem. The first
meeting took place on June 13th and served for
mutual introductions and trust building activities.
Mrs. Dalia Ganor, wife of the late Amos Ganor, ex-
Ambassador to Japan, gave an excellent lecture
on Japanese history and culture. Miss Jildeh
introduced a number of ice-breaking games that
helped to build trust and friendship amongst
Israeli and Palestinian delegation members.
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The second meeting took place on July 4th
and included lectures by miss Jildeh and myself
on topics such as communication skills, and the
meaning of being a leader in society. These lectures
were again combined with a series of ice-breaking
social games that further brought Palestinian and
Israeli delegates closer to each other.

The third and last preparatory meeting took
place on July 18th, again at the Parish in Jerusalem.
Here we encountered our first "Challenge", as
about half of the Israeli delegation, composed of
recent immigrants from the former Soviet Union,
encountered several "unexpected difficulties" at
the very morning of the meeting that supposedly
prevented them all from arriving that morning.
After some more or less gentle persuasion sessions,
everybody showed up.

During this meeting we prepared posters and
other materials for the meeting with the Japanese
delegation at Ben Gurion Airport, planned for July
28th. Additional ice breaking games assured that
all Palestinian and Israeli delegation members now
knew each other by name and have developed a
certain level of personal acquaintance or, at some
cases, even friendship.

3. Actual Project (28 July - 11 August 2009)

The actual project is superbly described through
the 16 pages report drafted by miss Christine
Jildeh which I endorse whole-heartedly.

4. Aftermath in Japan
(21 August - 30 August 2009)

My son, Jonathan Lavsky, who participated
in the programme, and myself, were extremely
fortunate to be able to visit Japan almost
immediately following the end of the project.

This sojourn was made possible through the
outmost kindness of our dear friend Father Suzuki
and his colleagues at the San Paolo Convent in the
heart of Tokyo who hosted Jonathan and myself
for 7 days in a way that a 6 star hotel could not
match! | would like to take this occasion and thank
Father Suzuki and his colleagues whole heartedly
again for their superb hospitality.

The proximity of this visit to the end of the
mission enabled us to strengthen the ties with
the members of the Japanese delegation, who
took extremely good care of us while in Tokyo, as
well as conduct some PR events, visit the Israeli
Ambassador to Japan, Mr. Ben Shitrit, have an
interview with Ashahi Shimbun newspaper in
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Japan and conduct several working sessions with
most members with the current and previous
Japanese delegations to Israel in view of keeping
the spirit of the project alive and continue
strengthening the ties that were established.

Thanks to the internet, a respectable presence
for the project was established on Facebook, and
a very vivid interaction has been taking place ever
since that time.

5. Meeting in Jerusalem (September 3 2009)

A subsequent meeting took place in Jerusalem
at the Latin Parish in early September. Although
it was the beginning of the school year for most
Israeli and Palestinian students, most members of
both delegations showed up.

Jonathan and myself brought some Japanese
sweets for everybody and reported about our
meetings in Japan and impressions from our visit.

At the end of the meeting it was decided to try
and keep meeting at least on a quarterly basis, and
in the meantime continue contact through the
internet.

6. Final Reflections

Such a project always involves a certain degree
of fear and even suspicion. This year things were
additionally complicated due to the proximity of
the project to the Israeli military operation in the
Gaza strip in January 20009.

Despite this and other background factors, my
feeling is that the project has been a tremendous
success and that we managed to bring closer
Japanese-Palestinian and Israeli future young leaders.

In conclusion, | will repeat what | said at the
closing ceremony of the project, and repeated
again at the PR event in Tokyo: “Due to its small
size, this project maybe compared to a drop of
water in a large pond. However, we all know
the effect that such a drop of water may have if
spread evenly through a larger reservoir of water.”
We expect our students-delegates to become
such drops of water that will spread the message
of peace, friendship, trust and understanding
amongst their respective environments.

| believe and trust that this indeed will be the
case and look forward to continuous contact with
the members and initiators of the project in view
of subsequent peace building endeavors!
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Ya'coub Ghazzawi Palestinian staff
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The program this year was a success in my
opinion. | used to be a student in this program in
the year 2005. It was a nice experience for me and
opened my eyes on new things. In the second
program that was in 2007, | was a leader. | had
a very nice time there and | felt more and more
committed to this project.

And now we come to this year 2009 where
| was one of the staff. Honestly | felt so much
responsibility on my shoulders, it was a heavy job
for me. But | did handle it and | succeeded.

Now what | think is that we should have paid
more attention to the media. For there wasn’t
enough media covering the project. In my opinion
we should have more publicity to widen this
project. Of course we plant a seed and we water it,
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but publicity is the fertilizer that helps growing this
seed faster.

As for the program itself it was a very nice and
well organized program. But we needed more
discipline from both sides. | found that even the
Japanese became like Palestinians and Israelis
in the timing and forgot about the Japanese
discipline. That was a surprise for me who was in
Japan and saw the discipline there.

| want to add something about myself. This
program or project made me think twice about
Israeli first of all, about myself and also about
others. | learned that | should listen before | judge
or before | speak and shout, and that | should
understand what these people are thinking about
their culture.
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| never should underestimate my potentials. |
would like to thank Father Ibrahim for giving me
a part in this project and for believing in me that |
could make a change. | think | can and | am doing
a change.

| don’t want to say much more because | would
be boring, but | want to add one last thing: who
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Japanese staff

wants to achieve something, he has to work so
hard. Even if it doesn’t work, he should never give
up. | was one of the staff this time and | saw many
difficulties, especially the financial ones. | think we
should never give up. Good will needs good spirit
and thanks God we got that spirit.
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RESULTS OF THE PROJECT

This was the third time we held the Peace
Exchange Project. | felt that the best thing about
this year’s Project was experiencing our encounter
in troubled areas, with surprising pressures and
success. Basic background for this year’s Project
were the experiences of 2005 and 2007. | can safely
assert that it was our previous experiences that
made this year’s Project possible. Looked at from a
different angle, the Project itself can be said to be
definitely growing.

Several impressions remain with me from this
year’s Project. One was the fact that our young
Japanese participants were not overcome by
the pressure of having to use English. This was
a pleasant surprise to me and | admired their
determination. It was a great joy to see the
Japanese group carry out the duties they were
given despite the language handicap. | am proud
to have been able to take part in the Project with
such fine young people.

It is worth noting that the message Mr. Sato
designed in large letters on the back of the polo
shirts had a powerful effect. “ISRAEL PALESTINE
JAPAN--YOUTH EXCHANGE FOR PEACE” attracted
attention and elicited various reactions in the
Golan Heights, in Masada, and at the Jaffa Gate. For
example, on the Masada Ropeway an Israeli woman
named Asaf asked, “What kind of a group are you?”
On being told, “We're a group of Palestinians,
Israelis, and Japanese,” the woman'’s eyes widened
and she asked “What do you do?” “We're spending
two weeks together. We talk about peace.” "Are
you Christians?” “No. Some are Christian, others
are Jewish, others Muslim, others Buddhist.” Again
her eyes widened. “Where did your Project begin?”
she asked. “In Japan.” “In Japan? I'm from Holland
and I'm aware that Christians have a great concern
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for peace in the Holy Land, but aren’t Christians
in Japan a small minority?! Anyway, | pray for the
success of your Project!”, Asaf answered with
evident pride.

Through this Project | was convinced that “Peace
is an extension of dialog.” The Palestinian and the
Israeli groups started out with zero dialog skills
towards the other group. They were burdened
with many factors hindering dialog, like anxiety
and distrust, deep inner wounds and barriers. But
as the Project advanced, they realized they were
not conversing and gradually all the participants
conceived the desire to give importance to dialog.
This convinced us all that the Project was not a
mistaken effort.

On an individual level as well genuine bonds
cannot be formed without genuine dialog. On the
other hand, as dialog deepens, trust deepens and
gives birth to peace. | realized that the same thing
is true between groups, between peoples, and
between Israelis and Palestinians.

| was also made aware of the various things that
hinder dialog. It is easy to say that fear, ignorance,
prejudice, and disinterest hinder dialog, but in this
Project many indications were given that things
like radio and TV, education at home and school,
and government policies are infiltrated with the
intent to hinder dialog. At any level it is important
to be sensitive enough to notice what hinders
dialog, to be aware of it and point it out, and
however minor it may seem to act on it. This lesson
remained with me.

When realizing that before genuine dialog
there must be genuine peace, | can agree that our
Project’s slogan “Dialog is the road to peace” has it
right. This Project may only be a drop in the ocean,
but | felt that it's one drop that can surely give
birth to peace.
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Naoki Sato Japanese staff
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The problem of Israel and Palestine is not
their own but it also lies within our society!

For the first time, | went to the state of Israel in
the Palestinian area -

For the first time, | visited the Holy City of
Jerusalem, the heart of the three religions.

For the first time, | touched the reality of the
sadness, the sufferings and the huge gap that lies
between the two groups -

For the first time, | encountered the young people
who would carry on the future of this land ---

The first impression | got over there was
“Is it really worth to call this place as ‘the Holy
Land’?” --- When | came across the reality of bitter
struggle for supremacy among the religious
groups who are supposed to be “holy”, | was
disappointed with the “Holy Land.” For me the
place was not “holy”.

| had a chance to get a glimpse of the history
of tragedy, the Holocaust that fell upon Jewish
people. Therefore, | was able to touch the feelings
of Jewish people wishing to have their own
country where they are able to live safely in a
peaceful environment. And | could understand
their wish to wipe out the fears of encountering
suicide bombing anytime anywhere.

We visited the growing Israeli settlements in
Palestinian area. We saw the separation wall
that continued endlessly. We experienced going
through a checkpoint, where | tasted the pain of
Palestinian people who go through this humiliating
and discriminating situation in their daily lives,
although the pain | experienced was just a small
one compared what Palestinians experience. |
encountered also the anger of Palestinian people
about the air strikes in Gaza area.

During the first week of the trip when we tried
to deepen our friendship, | was kind of shocked
by the uncooperative attitudes of both Israeli
and Palestinian youth where they wouldn’t even
listen to instructions by the staff. | wondered,
“Would this project actually work out?”

However, day by day, as we started to talk our
real feelings, we touched the very deep pain of
each other, which made each group furious. By
listening to yearning and wishing of each group,
and by facing and understanding the reality of
each group, | believe that everybody was able to
step forward to the peace.

| saw the light in the last day when they hugged
each other saying “Shalom!” | was especially
impressed by the words of a girl who told us
crying, “l had no idea of your suffering until
now.” | could see the “separation wall” falling
down among the young members through their
experience of ‘knowing each other’ and ‘meeting
each other with interests in each other’.

At the same time | noticed also that this
“separation wall” exists not only in Israel and
Palestine, but also in Japan. Japanese people are
becoming selfish by thinking “if | am ok, then it’
s ok.” It is also related to the fact that everybody
is negligent to anything, just like a comedian
use the phrase “it's nothing to do with me!” This
invisible separation wall exists in our own society
where incidents occurs due to the fact that there
is only weak relationship among people, where
suicides are increasing, and where bullying
occurs everywhere. Since it is invisible and still
lies between each people, it is very much of
troublesome. | wonder how many Japanese are
aware of this fact.

| am again recalling the impression of the Holy
Land right now. | am starting to think in a way that
“maybe, the God, by defining Jerusalem as the
Holy Land for the three religions, is trying to gather
again all the peoples who have faith in Him?”
When this idea came across to me, | thought the
all the problems, of the Holy Land, of the conflict
of Palestine and Israel, are giving out the message
of becoming as a one group despite of all the walls
that stand in religions, ethnic groups, cultures,
states and individuals. | believe now that place is
the Holy Land!
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WISH OF PEACE TREE

The first one was in 2005, and the second one in
2007. We've started having peace talk among three
countries, Israel, Palestine and Japan. We believe
that we've been able to plant seeds of peace since
then. But at the same time, we still face the reality
that the trees from these “peace seeds” have still
not grown strong enough that they endure even
strong wind blows on them.

“All of our group members feel that we cannot
continue to have talk. Everyone say that they
decided to quit the trip and go home.”

One of the Israeli young leaders came to us,
the staff of the 2009 exchange program. It was
just two days before the end of the trip. His sharp
look contained both anger and sadness, but | felt
they were asking for help at the same time. ‘The
same thing ---’ | recalled the exact similar incidents
that happened 2 years ago. It took only a minute
to collapse all the things we had constructed.
Although all the talks, trusts, understandings, and
friendships, we had built up were real, we had to
realize that they were not firm enough. The base
of trust among us was still made of sand.

What can we do as Japanese -+ The only thing,
| thought, we could do was just to listen to each
group, the Israelis and the Palestinians and try to
understand their feelings.

On that day, two days before our project was
supposed to finish, all of us visited two places, one
in Israel and one in Palestinian side that contains
each group’s pain. Those places were the symbols
of both group’s history and the current sufferings.

On the same day, in the evening, we discussed
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about what we thought and felt seeing those
places. It was at that time, that some of words
struck into the deep feelings of both groups, where
nobody should touch.

As the hole made by these words became larger,
doubts and distrusts toward each group that were
hidden during the project came out. It did not take
long until our base of trust made of sand started
crumbling.

Hiroko, the head of the project, first went to Israeli
group. In the mean time, Asaka, the youth leader,
and | decided to listen what Palestinian youth had
to say. We understood the feelings of both groups
-+ Well we may not fully understand. We might
have only been able to imagine how they feel
= Anyhow, since we could at least imagine their
feelings, words from both sides came straight into
our heart and it also hurt us so much. We could feel
that both groups wanted everybody to understand
and feel their situations, pains and sufferings.
After listening to them, | thought the only way to
save that tension was to find some compromised
solution among themselves. So | decided to give
some hints to them in order to change a little bit of
their way of thinking and view points.

1) No matter how much you want other people
listen to you, they wouldn’t do so if you use a
wrong method to convey your message. With
a way that makes other people feel rejecting, it
would be difficult to make them listen to you from
the first moment. If you cannot make them listen
to you, your effort itself would be meaningless.

2) Please remember what we have tried to do
during the past 2 weeks; it's “dialogue.” Having
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a “dialogue”doesn’t mean just speaking to each
other. It requires to be listened what you say
as well as to listen to other people, to feel what
other people has to say in your heart and to try to
understand. Without that effort, we cannot make
a dialogue.

3) Please try to imagine as much as possible
other side’s situation, pain and suffering.

All the pains and sufferings in Israel and
Palestine do not exist just in one group. Both sides
are suffering. It might be in a different way and a
different kind. And even within their own group,
there might be different types and degrees of
suffering depending on where they live and on
the environment that’s surrounding them. But we
believe that a person who has experienced some
kind of struggle can make his/her imagination
work in order to “co-experience” other people’s
struggle and pain. | didn’t have any doubt that all
of our young members of this project have that
kind of imagination. | believed that once they
realized to use that “imagination,” they would be
able to step forward toward the “real” dialogue.
Please stop criticizing the other side for a while and
think -+ | was begging to everybody in my heart.

In the next morning, even though we still felt
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a bit of uneasiness among lIsraeli, Palestinian and
Japanese young members, all the staff were made
to be surprised by them in a way just like 2 years
ago how flexible everybody was.

Nobody was absent for the sessions held in the
morning and in the afternoon. They started to
have conversations among different groups again,
and by the time of farewell party in the evening, it
seemed as if the wound on the surface was cured.

We planted a young olive tree together with tons
of positive messages on it. Of course, everybody
knew that the wound wouldn’t go away so easily.
Everybody knew that it wasn’t cured completely
at that time yet. However, instead of breaking off
their relationship, the young members decided to
take steps forward for further friendship by finding
some balance in themselves. And we planted the
olive tree together with wishes for peace.

| am sure that there would be more clashes. There
would be more moments when everybody feel
running away from tensions. However, whenever
you feel running away, | would like to ask all the
members to remember our peace tree. | wished, at
the end of the trip, that our peace tree grow strong
enough that it would stand firmly enough despite
of any force of anti-peace wind. | look forward
eating juicy, delicious olives from our tree!l
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NSRS

Balance Sheet

Oy bEEERE (2008588 ~2009FE118)
Project Financial Report (August 2008 - November 2009)

INADES Revenues

BALM Unit: ¥

#HB Line item = Descriptions 4%  Amount
XiEE
Contriﬁjtions 5,517,738
= SINE (4. OB-0G, XZv7)
C ont%gtﬁ%\n% etc Project paﬁcipation fees (studentsj, staffs) 1,495,000 8,145,448
ANV IE (FrUTqa Y — b REFOEW)
Event participation fees 1,132,710
(charity concert, goodwill gathering)
BB RES
Bik4 Japan)lgcl)ﬁndaﬁ)n 1,000,000
Subsidies EREOS o= e 1,800,000
Inteﬁ:atignal Communicatior_-:_s Foundation 800,000
HEUNA
Miscelle;;neous income 50,335 50,335
oawnafn%s 850,000 850,000
& ¢
Total 10,845,783
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FTHMDEP Expenditures

BAI:A Unit: ¥

#H Line item $ZE Descriptions 4£%8 Amount
R B a1 e, | 1,592,400 1,592,400
Local travel expense for one person.
R 1,805,210
Pede il 337,249
FER | FELLIDHTAR | s 345432 2,836,825
Lt oo 71,067
o R nsse 277867
FUMER | 3RS AR 318,323 318,323
On-ﬁimﬁﬁ%m %Etglg;? %'?@%%@%ﬁ]’fgﬁo Tel Aviv three times. 1,254,004 | 1,254,004
éfoihzr‘é- ‘Igo};téﬁcrxegi%/(sﬁggr;g?%ﬁ) 529,170
ZDOM Others 30,000
AR 361,140
iC%ﬁm%n.iféatFﬁ%olelivery 30,410
hufidsiatl %Eﬁr% 21405 626,872
expenses ,\?eﬁegfing 54,621
e e LIEE) 46,720
BT s 35,147
ZDfth  Others 56.012
B oocs | anavi sovcen T HE 479799 | 479,799
Misori s 578,390 | 578,390
o on | £ R S T D) 2,000,000 2,000,000
S 10,845,783
INZARE HBINAG—HRZHEFT=0

Total Revenues - Total Expenditures = O

(FH24 : /NP F—)
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10 &
Name Lists

1. 7027 bEA0E / Project Participants

REEE
AT L - T7IVEAMMR
b BLT

7Ok -A—F4x—45—
TIVATA =X« VT

1ZAZINVAREESSVRITAZ YT
VAT -9V AIA =TT AF—

INLAFFRIEITRSR YT
IVATFA—R - DT
YT - P

BARRIRITAZ Y7
L BLT
WA fE—
e s
BA ALY

ZhzE4E

1 ZXZTIb
IF NATTAF— ()
AFry - 5TAF— (B)
) - anFar (B)
TIE—F - )= ayf v (&)
TvF e TIV—1ra7 (L)
T7AN—R « FIVA—)V (1)
TH7 - vur (B)

INVAFF

L= - 1 (L)
XTI ()
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General Responsibles
Fr. Ibrahim Faltas

Hiroko Inoue

Project Coordinator
Christine Jildeh

Israeli Responsible & Staff

Liora Katzenstein-Lavsky

Palestinian Staff

Christine Jildeh
Ya'coub Ghazzawi

Japanese Staff

Hiroko Inoue

Fr. Shinichi Suzuki
Fr. Naoki Sato
Midori Matsumoto

Students

Israel
Miki Haslavsky
Yonatan Lavsky
Eli Lopatin
Albina Norshtein
Anna Prutkov
Fairoz Sarsour
Asaf Yaron

Palestine
Claire Ghazzawi
Shaden Handal



TTFL T4y ()
el x)7 (5)

5% - Ay I (L)
577y b - AvINy ()
FTFAT - FFBER ()

BA
HEE <+ (R)
riy B (%)
R SR AT (Z0)
P S M)
Nor— & (£o)

X ge)—4—
1 XZTIL
RLT - NVEy ()
AN - a—¥ 7 —b (&)

INLAFF
LF—b - Ny (38)
IUN—=FK- T775—=Ta (5B)

BAE
Al E ()
A KA ()
ZI —8 (%)

RTEESR
LBk (ETERER)
ek EA Il ASEF KRR #OR
REFRL A F— N —F
WA ALY B AT
aHOTE S il R
il R A BT
T X AR 0E
HEE A B HE—
T KA
WA (TN —)

HiHEERAE X2y 7 (TN /NJO21HEHH

Children WithoutBorders)
VA =SV AVA S
VAT A=« IIVT
VAT - oV VAT —F T AF—
Xy —T - HHF A
Tvx - VxE—
TN & S

Fadi Rantisi
Kassem Sharif
Lama Sub Laban
Ra fat Sub Laban
Nadia Tadros

Japan
Mana Aiba
Rie Takeuchi
Mari Tawara
Yoshiaki Moriya
Haruka Rokubuichi

Young Leaders

Israel
Peleg Bar-On
Gal Rosenbluth

Palestine
Renato Bandak
Jihad Farraj

Japan
Asaka Ishiguro
Marina Nakamura
Kazuma Yasui

Executive Committee (Japan)
Hiroko Inoue (Chairperson)
Naoki Sato, Kumiko Yamazaki, Seiji Oya,
Kazue Oya, Yoichi Konishi, Kazue Konishi,
Midori Matsumoto, Masako Isobe,
Kawai Iwata, Hiroshi Nakayama,
Yuria Nakayama, Tomoko Irii,
Fumiko Hayama, Asaka Ishiguro,
Yukari Kai, Yuichi Yokoyama,
Marina Nakamura
Fr. Shinichi Suzuki (Advisor)

Local Staff of the Co-organizer
John Paul Il Foundation: Children Without Borders

Antony Habash

Christine Jildeh

Liora Katzenstein-Lavsky
Ya' coub Ghazzawi

Rasha Jaser (Accountant)
Jack Hazboun (IT Manager)
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2. W IR S KO /1%& / Collaborators

BARTORARGF

BEEEF
MOATBUEN EIR )54

Bhpk &4k
MAATEGE N EIBS A 2k 4
WHEN BaIa=r—yarviks

J

BB
MSTATBOEN EIBEST 2 4
BEH A AT TV KAEfiE
BEH SV AF FHBERAFEH
HA - 47@;»}:1@3@5@5}3
HA - SLAFF R IFak E
S RV ZALYAS|
K- RZxatt:
ANy 7
1) A M
SATA FOUNDATION
LR FH 28 A
AR
BA X BIFIZOMELD
WHIEAN HA YMCA A8
(Bk) 783 - T4 ¥ VER—
75V Y AR AREIX
IVAVAESE {4
5 E SRt
TSUANGT AT —

pat
I S 4 R

ATBLUI AR B R AR AL

AZZTIV - NLAFFTORHEE

ISEMI (Institute for the Study of Entrepreneurship
and Management of Innovation)

IV L AH R R AR

TT Y AR BRI X

FOE R AL I iy F % S
INHLA - FTVREHIX
J—=MVFL « FT « TNVHFL LT —
FH—I AR

IR AV NI
EROUMEE BT AN N7 X

ATT « IR « FAMNT A

Parents’ Circle i&ENE
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Collaborators In Japan

Cooperated by:
Japan International Cooperation Agency

Subsidized by:
Japan Foundation
International Communications Foundation

Supported by:
Japan Foundation
Embassy of Israel to Japan
Permanent General Mission of Palestine in Japan
Japan-Israel Parliamentary Friendship Association
Japan-Palestine Parliamentary Friendship Association
Editorial St. Pauls (Society of St. Paul)
Salesian Press: Don Bosco Sha
The Catholic Weekly
The Christ Weekly
Sata Foundation
Waseda Hoshien Student Christian Center
Veritas & Vita
Akebono (Daughters of St. Paul)
The National Council of YMCAs of Japan
Avaco Bridal Hall
Franciscan Province of Japan
Catholic Saitama Diocese
Totsu Sangyo Corporation
France Travel Center

Schools
Shizuoka Futaba Senior High School
Fuji Sacred Heart High School

Collaborators In Israel/Palestine

ISEMI (Institute for the Study of Entrepreneurship
and Management of Innovation)

Embassy of Vatican

Custodia della Terra Santa

Secretariat of Solidarity

Latin Patriarcate of Jerusalem

Notre Dame of Jerusalem Center
Ecole des Fréres, Jerusalem (La Salle)
Institute Hand in Hand

Hospice of Mt. Beatitudes

Stella Maris Guest House

Parents’ Circle
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Collaborators & Advisors In Japan

Mr. Yasuhiko Sata

Ms. Aiko Honda (Avaco Bridal Hall Co., LTD.)

Mr. Masayoshi Katsuta

(Chairman of The National Council of YMCAs of Japan)
Dr. Yoshiko Imaizumi

Ms. Kazuki Oohara (Soprano Singer)

Mr. Samuel (Gospel Singer)

Ms. Mariam Tamari (Soprano Singer)

Ms. Mika Otokita (Mezzo-soprano Singer)

Mr. Koichi Murakami (The Asahi Shimbun)

Mr. Yoshihisa Saraki (The Sankei Shimbun)

Ms. Mariko Mori (Associate Professor of the University of Tokyo)
Mr. Toshiyuki Inoue (Lecturer of Tokyo University of Foreign Studies)
Sr. Normida Marquez (Teacher)

Mr. Katsuhiro Sato (Designer)

Ms. Yuuki Koto (Web Designer)

Mr. Shigeki Irie (TV Program Planner)
Fr. Mitsuru Nakamura (Priest)

Collaborators & Advisors In Israel/Palestine

Fr. Juan Solana, L.C.
(Director of Notre Dame of Jerusalem Center, Chargé of The Holy See)

Fr. Pietro Felet
(Secretary General of Catholic Bishops Office of the Holy Land)

Mr. Abdallah Atallah (Assistant Director of Secretariat of Solidarity)

Dr. Hanna Siniora
(co-Executive Officer of Israel/Palestine Center of Research and Information)

Mr. Nir Oren (General Manager of Parents’ Circle)

Mrs. & Advocate Ada Ravon
(Advocate Member of Machsom Watch)

Dr. Adel Misk (Medical Doctor & Member of Parents Circle)
Mr. Eli Cohen (Former Ambassador of Israel to Japan)
Mr. Uri Tolkovsky

Mrs. Michal Ilan
(Honorary Consul General of San Marino, Staff of 05 Project)

Mrs. Dalia Ganor (Lecturer)
Mr.Sami Al-Jundi (Lecturer)

Mr. Samir Hazboun
(Chairman of Bethlehem Chamber of commerce and Industry)

Mr. Yaniv Shenhav (Organization Counselor, Staff of "07 Project)
Mr. Nachum Sorin (Driver)

(In random order)

2E 123



3. 2 EMIE S SZHEE / Donators

— g IEEE (28H %)
M) s S
B M) v ZINEEH S
H ) 2 ATEES
ARY Y 7 IKE#S

Organizations

#1187 HEF A

ISATA —LDE
AN I EEr BE SNV
RYWCA

Ry =TI ERLE
NIUANLHEE #isx
RVTOERET TV I AMEES
EIOE

ARSI S b5s  WEREHLS ) 5 AN R AR
NETEEHE YUY BER R ZAtan

A YIS RIS FRROATA SR MERS AR A
)7 KIREIX AKX FER - HEO—5)—257 ) 79V A TNV E Y F—
B SN EF vy b 25T KRR T— ) — s 5T S A B AR

— B XIEE (3058 HNELFL14%) Individuals
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J/\F /O 2 tHEI ] @eswaw D07 4—)
Profile of John Paul Il Foundation tco-organizen

John Pasd 11

foundation

John Paul Il foundation for development and
international cooperation aims through its work to
create new development projects and programs
in different fields to be advancement bridges for
human and social growth especially in the Middle
Mast. With this aim in mind, the Foundation
employed all its efforts through its Middle East
head office in Bethlehem-Palestine to follow and
develop projects and programs which promote
the foundation strategic and development goals.

Since the foundation through its work deals
with most sectors and on individual, social and
international levels, its projects can be summarized
as follows:

MEDAC: the Middle East Development and
Cooperation Fund which aims at providing
support to execute infrastructural projects in both
education and health sectors in the Middle Eastern
countries.

Waznat and Jussour: it aims at recruiting and
rehabilitating the human recourses through
providing scholarships and internships in both
local and Italian universities.

I am here: it aims at developing the youth
personalities and discover new talents.

126

Children without borders: it aims at creating a
healthy environment for children to enlarge their
scope and encourage social, sport and cultural
exchange.

In conclusion, John Paul Il Foundation invests in
humans and land in cooperation and partnership
with local and international organizations that
share its vision.

[ts mission is to:

- Cultivate and invest in children everything that
is creative, constructive, and industrious.

- Empower and enhance the vision of children
towards the concepts of peace, co-existence, and
gender equality.

- Expose children to new experiences in their
own life, and that of other children living in other
parts of the world.

Investment, cultivation, empowerment, and
exposure unequivocally target to build up a
healthy child who, by living in this part of the
world, is indirectly forced to experience a kind of
living that exposes him/her to the harmful sense
of marginalization, negligence, prejudice, and
violence whether on the individual or the national
level. Our three-folded mission mainly seeks to
enhance the eminent values and skills needed
to prevail in any healthy community, and be



practiced by its liable citizens. In CWB, we seek to
emphasize the emergence of what we tend to call
our "Six Cs":

Critical Thinking
Creativity
Cooperation
Co-Existence
Commitment

Courage

Thus, CWB seeks to ensure a mental, moral,
and physical empowerment of children living in
the different cities of the Holy Land. Within the
given deleterious political, economic, and social
circumstances that the Holy Land is exposed
to, children end to be the most victimized,
marginalized, and dispersed. It is important to
note that in our mission, we strategically aim at
including in our project children who live within
and outside the Apartheid Wall. That physical
construction prevents the children of the Holy
Land from having a minimum contact with each
other whether between those living in Jerusalem

or the cities under the Palestinian Authority. In the
ultimate end, the project seeks to empower the
children sector of the community. Its main target
is to send children equipped with a wider vision,
firm will, and stead faith to a time where they
become the men of their age; an age where these
same children become men who think critically,
communicate willingly, co-exist peacefully, act
creatively, and cooperate fruitfully.
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