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Otsuchi-gawa River — a number of victims were washed ashore
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Refreshed at Otsuchi River after working on a riverbed for Nano-hana Flower Project (planting field mustard).

Preparing flowers to plant alongside evacuation routes which construction is under way.

Photo taken with Mr. and Mrs. Oikawa. They invited us to their house and made us feel at ease with their warm hospitality
Practicing “Nanchu Soran” dance. Successfully struck a trademark pose at the end of the dance!

Big smiles, filled with a feeling of accomplishment, after the cultural exchange event in Otsuchi-cho.

Brief free time - enjoying sightseeing in Tokyo.
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Firal § ‘Bond-building Game” . Israeli, Ralestinian and Japanese youth affirmed their bond of
. & friendship through this game.

GRATITUDES

NPO “HELPING CHILDREN IN THE HOLY LAND", organizer,
JOHN PAUL II FOUNDATION (Jerusalem), co-organizer
of this Project
ISRAEL/JAPAN/PALESTINE “LET'S MAKE A PEACE BRIDGE in TOHOKU 2014"
Express their heartfelt gratitude to ALL THE SUPPORTERS,
especially to :

JAPAN INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION AGENCY (JICA)
EMBASSY OF ISRAEL IN JAPAN GENERAL MISSION OF PALESTINE - TOKYO
OTSUCHI VOLUNTEER BASE (CARITAS JAPAN), and the Staff

His Excellency Mgr. Mitsuaki TAKAMI, Archbishop of Nagasaki
ECCLESIASTICAL PROVINCE OF NAGASAKI

Ms. Noriko IEDA
FRANCE TRAVEL CENTER
Mr. Shadi BASHIYI

For their most warmhearted and effective support for the realization of THE PROJECT.

NPO “HELPING CHILDREN IN THE HOLY LAND’ JOHN PAUL Il FOUNDATION FOR THE MIDDLE EAST
President Hiroko INOUE President Fr. Ibrahim FALTAS, ofm



] JOYVIVMOEELME

Purpose and Outline of the Project

E3=

MENZ PO —BhE bl tRH-T
20054E LUK, £ AT TV - XL AFF - HADFA4E
RRBEERILE, BIF, A 25TV, NLAFF 5 E
EHERICHRB L TE 720 L2 L20114E O KE K % 1%
W2 IEEI oA FRALICR LT S hlc4m IR %,

HiE, A A5 TV ISV AF F L HARD DS,

RGP EEZZT M EBOLDIC, PLTHRS
YTATIEE AT, PES L TR L ORI
ERIOZIHE | #5&ke 5L TH Do 12055
PHEBELEDENECREMEOEREZLBLT TA
W [dr] [ER iz %2, F38EEGTO
B R ohc MEZELEROH
(5 MY O S I N A & BN s B

BE

TV —THERK KB 19 %
¥ ARATIIVERVAFFDFE K34,
AASTNVEFEDT T TN 1 4.

AKX T 2% RREZ
*HARDEE 6%
2B 9T 4% 10 %4

Fuvry MEBIEIE 14 O, SAeHoRH
ARRKBFBE KM TIIRT 74 TIHB 2TV
TlEEIF— - WES - KRBT FEMT 5. A -
FEWalZBH7zoTIE, BT 2EHE B EERMICHE
HoTHHW, SO [CFHOBEAN] LLTORE
A

H &
201448 H5H (k) ~17H (H) [13 HIH)

EEN IS
1) BHAREI B I CaTIR - KAEHT)
2) Wt JICA HERS > 8 —

IO 4

1) P, FHARKE S K (5T 07 - KARNT)
ICHEEL. TReoif® % Fid.

Ot )Ly F—Ya kTARTL—F

O B SE LSS (BUIRZ A, KTV T4 TELTOL
Wz 2389 720)

ORI T4 TikE)

KABHT DTk 725 & O (CFFEE %)
Foferay s RN i)
0y 27 7 ATANVDBTARN

® A RN

O LR (KADIEMZERE. & v AL 3,
ARXFIN - SVAFF R E 2 BLT, HEE
DI A LA B)

2) #F13. JICA HEIC TP bAEVERE S

o b AW

B TOMmEZ ML TR 722 R E g
L TABIELTHEEZLEIZ] L) w2l 4
2T FHNCOWTE R S,

o it

— AR HIEE OO X EL, B
il LRI EGED Do [SFHIOZUTE] #5{HLL
T B R JICA TOMmE AL, Bt
BERET 50



Purposes of our Project

Since the year 2005, our organization has
carried out a series of exchange projects for Israeli,
Palestinian, and Japanese youth with the purpose
of helping to build peace in the Middle East, which
used to take place in Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Israel,
and Palestine. However, after the earthquake and
the tsunami that damaged the northeast of Japan
in 2011, we decided to change the location of the
project to the Tohoku area, where we have been for
the fourth time this year.

Our purpose is to build a “peace bridge”
which connects to each other youths from Israel,
Palestine and Japan, and that connects them to the
survivors, through volunteer work for the disaster
area. Besides, young participants think about the
meaning of “Human”, "Life”, and “Peace” through
the experience of volunteering and communicating
with the survivors, and overcome the confrontation
and enmity through conversation and cooperation
in community life, fostering mutual acceptance and
trust.

d

Project outline

Group composition : Nineteen participants in
total
* Nine in total from Israel and Palestine—
three students from each, one Israeli Arab, two
staffs.
* Ten in total from Japan—six students and four
staffs.

For fourteen days - from August 4 to 17, 2014
- the participants will do volunteer work and
exchange activity in the stricken area of Tohoku
(Otsuchi, wate), and take part in seminars, briefing
and the exchange session in Tokyo. This year the
youth will have again an active role in the planning
and implementation of the project. Through their
work and preparation, we hope to see their growth
as “workers for peace”.

Schedule
(Mon) 5 ~ (Sat) 17 August [13 days]

Place

1) The stricken area of Great East Japan
Earthquake (Otsuchi, Iwate)

2) Tokyo : JICA Tokyo International Center

Program

1) During the first half of the project, we will stay
at Caritas Base camp in Otsuchi (Iwate) and will do
activities as follows;

® Orientation meeting and ice breaking games

® Tour of the stricken areas (to learn the present
situation and prepare for volunteering)

® Volunteer activities, exchange with the
children in Otsuchi (helping the after-school care),
Nanohana project (environmental improvement of
ariver side), helping at the local Rock Festival

@ Visiting temporary housing

® Cultural exchange with the people in Otsuchi
(communicate with the survivors and deepen the
bonds with them, dance and music performances,
and traditional Israeli and Palestinian food)

2) During the second half of the project, we will
do sharing and hold briefing session.

® Sharing: Share feelings or experiences related
to the volunteer activities and think about peace
focusing on the question of “what is a life as a
human?”

® Briefing session: As constructors of “Peace
Bridges”, report the activities in the stricken area
and at JICA, and convey thoughts or volitions of
one’s own. Hold the briefing session for students
and supporters, and deepen understandings and
exchanges.
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Japanese participants welcomed Israeli and Palestinian participants on August 5th. Heading for Otsuchi-cho

from Tokyo Station by Shinkansen.
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Sharing after the day’ s volunteer activity at Caritas Otsuchi Base Camp.
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Visit to affected sites. Learned about the disaster in front of the former town hall where a number of victims
were found. The clock pointed to 3:20p.m., the time the town was struck by the great tsunami.
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A Summary of the Project

Hiroko Inoue

Chairperson of Non-Profit Organization “Helping Children in the Holy Land”

Introduction

This year marks the fourth time that we have
conducted the "Peace Bridge in Tohoku" project
with youth from Israel, Palestine and Japan since the
earthquake and tsunami in the Tohoku region. This
year is the third time we have worked in Otsuchi-
cho, lwate Prefecture.

"Don't forget the stricken area. Even a little help,
even only once a year, is a joy for the victims... that
young people from distant countries, especially
from countries fighting one another, continue to
come here is a great encouragement for us." Moved
by these words, again this year, we decided to go
ahead with the project.

We had, however, a great hurdle to overcome: the
increasing exchanges of violence which had begun
again in the Middle East. The conflict began when
three young men missing from an Israeli settlement
were found dead at the end of June and when, in
retaliation, a Palestinian boy was cruelly murdered
next day. The exchange of violence was constantly
escalating. Rockets fired from Gaza by Hamas, air
raids by the Israeli Army, the number of victims
growing higher and higher--- This is how enmity,
hatred, distrust and fear were amplified.

It was in just these conditions that our project was
to begin. There were problems in obtaining visas
for the Palestinians and Ben Gurion Airport was
closed for some days, we were concerned that the
participants could not come to Japan. Our greatest
concern was psychological condition of the Israeli
and Palestinian participants. In such circumstances,
would they be able to find the meaning in the
"Peace Bridge" project? Even if they come to Japan,
would they be able to carry the project through to
the end?

It was difficult for those of us living in Japan to
understand their sufferings, their sense of crisis, and
their complicated emotions these engendered.

We, however, managed to achieve the goals of
the project, even though it had to be carried out
in very difficult circumstances. With gratitude to
all those who made it possible, | would like to look
back on the process of the project.

1. Preparation of the Project

The Project Starts

The Board of Directors decided to go ahead with
the “Peace Bridge in Tohoku 2014” project in January
2014 and the Executive Committee was formed in
April. The Executive Committee’s members were
Yuuki Nakao, Futaba Shinohara, the students who
had participated in this year’s Study Tour, Koji Asano,
Noriko Tasei, Rev. Kiwa Fukushima, and Saeko
Inagaki, project office members, and Hiroko Inoue,
Executive Committee Chairman. We decided to
select Otsuchi-cho, Iwate Prefecture, again as the
site of volunteer work, following last year, in order
to value the past experiences over the two years
and relationships built with the people in Otsuchi in
these years.

Sponsorship and Assistance

Sponsorship: We received the sponsorship from
the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)
again this year, at the beginning of the project, and
also obtained a special permission for the use of
their Tokyo International Center.

Assistance: We received the assistance of
Embassy of Israel and General Mission of Palestine
as in the past years. Both ambassadors have
appreciated our activities and supported us for
years.

Cooperation with Israel and Palestine

Nine years have passed since we created the
International Youth Exchange Project in 2005, in
cooperation with the John Paul Il Foundation.
Thanks to their continued cooperation and
coordination, we were able to recruit and select
participants, to organize prior training sessions and
to buy airline tickets. | am especially grateful to
Stella Pedrazzini and Yacoub Ghazzawi (participant
in 2005, 2007, 2009 and 2013) who worked
energetically as usual for this project.

Recruitment and selection of participating

students
Recruitment began in April in each of the three
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countries through Internet website, Facebook, our
NGO'’s bulletin boards, etc. In Japan, applicants,
especially male students, were very few, presumably
because interest in volunteer work has waned as
three and a half years have passed since the disaster.
The participants were selected through a written
application and an interview. The participants from
Japan were six university students (two men and
four women), those from Palestine were three high
school and university students (two men and one
woman) , while those from Israel were three adults
(one man and two women). A few of them had
finished their military service. As an extraordinary
participant, we chose one female high school
student, an Arab with Israeli nationality who attends
to Hand in Hand Academy where both Jews and
Arabs study together.

Prior Training

Japan: Prior training was conducted from the
21st to the 22nd of June and again on the 21st of
July at the JICA Tokyo International Center. The
goal of these sessions was 1) to mentally prepare
the participants for volunteer work in the disaster-
affected area, 2) to learn about the reality of the
conflict between Israel and Palestine and 3) to
reflect deeply on life and peace. The preparations
and implementation of the training sessions were
conducted by project office member Koji Asano and
two students, Yuuki Nakao and Futaba Shinohara.

On June 21st, we had a video conference via
Skype with Israeli and Palestine participants who
met together in Tel-Aviv. It was good for us to meet
one another.

On July 21st, some of us individually talked with
the participants via another Skype call. During
this video call, we heard the sound of air raid siren
after rockets had been fired and saw the people
forced to evacuate to shelters; we also learned
from Palestinian participants how much they feel
fears and dangers in their everyday’s lives. It was a
precious opportunity for the Japanese students to
have a glimpse of feelings of Israeli and Palestinian
participants and the local circumstances.

Israel and Palestine:lt was very difficult to
accommodate the schedules of the Jewish, Muslim
and Christian participants living in Tel-Aviv and
Jerusalem, and so, we held only a one-day meeting
in Tel-Aviv on June 21st. The second meeting
planned for July 19th had to be canceled because
of Israeli air raids and Hamas rocket fires in Gaza. In
this seminar, the participants learned some general
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things about Japan, conditions in the disaster area
and some of the basics of volunteer activity.

Fund-raising

Donations to August from the general public
were slightly greater than those we received last
year, perhaps in part because we began fund raising
earlier through our website and pamphlets.

Because, this year, we could not expect subsidies
we had received in previous years, we tried using
crowd funding called READYFOR? for the first
time. On April 16th, we published our project on
READYFOR? website and opened a three-month
fund raising period. With various efforts such as
keeping updates of the project to attract people’s
attention, finally we reached our goal shortly before
the deadline. | am very grateful to READYFOR?
for the chance of the crowd funding and to all the
people who collaborated.

On July 19th July, we held the “Israel, Palestine
and Japan Friendship Night” as a fund raising
and publicity event. We had Mr. Nir Turk, Chief of
Cultural Affairs of the Embassy of Israel. Thanks
to the collaboration of soprano Mrs. Noriko leda
and pianist Mrs. Ryoko Takita, both of the Fujiwara
Opera Company, and chef Shadi Bashiyi of
restaurant “Almina” in Kanda, Tokyo, approximately
one hundred people participated in the event and
were very satisfied with the wonderful music and
delicious Palestinian foods. With all the participants,
we prayed for the victims of the continuing air raids
and the earliest cessation of hostilities.

Coordination with the Caritas Japan Otsuchi
Base Camp

We decided to work as volunteers in Otsuchi-
cho again this year, as Caritas Japan Otsuchi Base
Camp was pleased to accept our group. Last year,
Otsuchi Base Camp moved to a small house from
the previous site, business hotel Kotobuki, where
we stayed in past years, because the hotel was torn
down for part of reconstruction of the town, to
increase the height of ground to prevent tsunami.
On June 23rd, Koji Asano, project office member
visited to see if we could create a community life
in this new place and also to see what kind of
volunteer activities we might engage in there. We
realized the needs such as visiting people living in
temporary housing and visiting a school to help
taking care of school children outside of school
hours, as well as helping at a rock festival and
planting flowers.



Again this year, it was decided to hold an
intercultural event including local traditional dances
and Israeli and Palestinian traditional dances and
songs.

Health and safety considerations

We arranged for volunteer insurance for all
the participants to be covered as in the past. We
carefully prepared a nutritionally balanced diet,
taking into consideration all the members’ religious
dietary restrictions and their allergies.

Flight tickets & transportation

In Jerusalem, in May, we purchased flight tickets
for the eight participants who were coming from
Israel and Palestine.

In Japan, we made transport arrangements
through France Travel Center for Narita Express from
Narita Airport to Tokyo and back, Shinkansen and
regular railway between Tokyo Station and Otsuchi-
cho, the night bus from Otsuchi-cho to Tokyo, and
rental car for transportation for volunteer work in
Otsuchi-cho.

2. Implementation of the Project

A.Volunteer Activities in Otsuchi-cho

Early in the morning of August 5th, after a long
journey, the Israelis and Palestinians arrived in
Japan. After having been very worried about their
departure from Israel because of the tense situation,
| was greatly relieved to finally see them smiling in
front of me. We immediately boarded the Narita
Express for Tokyo. At the platform in Tokyo Station,
the Japanese youth were waiting for them a bit
nervously. However, it did not take much time
before all of them - youth from different countries
and of different religions - were being open with
each other. We wondered if these were really youth
who had come from Israel and Palestine, nations
now in the midst of conflict.

| came to know later that, before leaving the
airport, they had decided not to talk about conflicts
or any political matters while in Japan.

After having taken a group photo, we hurried
to catch the Shinkansen and the regular train for
Kamaishi Station. At the station, we were welcomed
by Mr.Kataoka, Mr.Kameoka and Mr.Hayami,
members of Caritas Otsuchi Base Camp.

Community life
We lived together at the Otsuchi Base Camp

for six days and six nights. | am very grateful to
all members of the Base Camp who opened the
building to us.

It certainly must have been difficult for these
young people, who usually live lives of complete
freedom, to live all together with so many rules: the
Base Camp schedule, house cleaning, laundry, meal
preparation, wake-up and curfew time, daily sharing,
meal times, a shower schedule and punctuality. It
surely could not have been a comfortable life, for
example, sleeping all crowded together, seven
boys in two small rooms on the second floor, one
is six-tatami room and another is four and half-
tatami room, and nine girls in two rooms on the
first floor, one is eight-tatami room and another
is six-tatami room. Living room and kitchen was
not big enough. It, however, seemed to be a new
experience for them. And so, through helping one
another, collaborating and being considerate of
each other, the differences of religion and language
were overcome and, hiding their feelings about the
conflicts, friendship was able to grow.

As | have mentioned earlier, this was a cheerful
atmosphere created under their agreement not to
talk about the conflicts as much as possible. | was
concerned that this would mean the creation of
only superficial bonds among them.

Field trip and experiences of the disaster area

On our first day in Otsuchi, a visit to the disaster
area in the morning proved to be a precious
experience for the young people. Until then they
had only seen and heard of it through the television
and news media. Mrs.Mio Kamiya, who speaks
fluent English, was a good guide to the "We are the
Dream Plaza of Otsuchi", an association established
by residents of the area to work together for the
reconstruction of Otsuchi-cho.

The first place we saw was the deserted City
Hall, where many municipal workers, including
the mayor, had lost their lives. In front of the ex-
City Hall, an altar for memorial services has been
erected, as well as a new Jizo, the guardian deity.
At the end of our visit, Rev. Kiwa Fukushima, chief
priest of the Nagano Zenkoji Buddhist temple, one
of our staff members, read prayers in memory of
the victims, and the youth from the three countries
together with other people who happened to be
there at that time prayed for the souls of the victims.

After seeing the old City Hall building we went
to a hill top which affords a view of the center of
the city and there we received an explanation of
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Visit to affected sites. Mrs. Mio Kamiya, the guide of "We are the
Dream Plaza of Otsuchi’, an association established by Otsuchi
residents, told a story about the disaster and Otsuchi fluently in English.
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Akahama Beach where the big ship was swept away up to the
rooftop of a house by tsunami. Everyone was stunned.

the damage done by the tsunami and of the work
in process to raise the levee. We then visited the
Akahama Beach and the Port, both of which had
been destroyed by the tsunami and are now being
rebuilt.

Volunteer activity

Three and a half years have passed since the
earthquake, and opportunities for volunteer
activities have become fewer. What we could do
was limited, especially for a group of young people
including foreigners being able to stay in Japan only
for a short time period. Thanks to the Base Camp
staff, we were able to work as volunteers in the
following ways:

1) The preparation of the riverbed for the Nano-
hana (Field Mustard ) Flower Project. We also
participated in this project in 2012. The picture
card show made by the promoter of this project
Mr. Kaneyama and based on his own experience
of the disaster greatly moved the young people.
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Mr. Kaneyama wants to plant the riverbed where
the bodies of so many victims of the tsunami were
washed away in field mustard flowers as a memorial
to them.

2) Visiting a summer school. We helped with the
Green Day activities of the first to third graders of
the local elementary school. The children were very
happy to receive the help of foreign “brothers and
sisters”, and our young people also enjoyed the
experience. Some children were excited at reunion
with Yacoub who had participated in this same
activity last year - energy of children is explosive
anytime, anywhere.

3) Visiting people living in temporary housing.
After having stretched their muscles with popular
radio exercises, senior people from the temporary
housing had fun playing balloon volleyball with
young people from Israel, Palestine and Japan. The
youth were overwhelmed by the power of these
senior people. Laughter and jokes were never
lacking.

4) Helping at the Rock Festival. Many rock bands
from all over Japan came to animate the “Otsuchi
Thank You Festival”. The young people from the
three countries helped with the installation of the
tents and worked as car park attendants.

A Cultural Event with the People of

Otsuchi-cho

On August the 9th, we held a cultural exchange
with the residents of Otsuchi-cho at the Sakuragi-
cho’s health and welfare hall. We held this event
to further strengthen the "Peace Bridge" that was
created last year between the young people of
the three countries and the Otsuchi residents.
Unfortunately, because of heavy rainfall - so strong
it even forced some people into emergency centers
- only about forty people participated, significantly
fewer than the we expected.

Nevertheless, the local traditional performance
art groups, Mukaigawara Tiger Dance and Usuzawa
Deer Dance, whom we had asked to perform, joined
the event. The Japanese youth played Nanchu
Soran and the youth from all three countries sang
a song for Tohoku affected area called "Flowers will
bloom" in Japanese, English, Arabic and Hebrew.
Thanks to their hard practice, the song turned out
to be wonderful.

At the last part of the event, we decided to have
the young people wear yukata we had received.
It was wonderful that Mrs. Oikawa, a Sakuragi-
cho resident whom we asked for help to dress the



young people in the yukata, called on her neighbors
to help us.

The finale of the event was a Palestinian meal
prepared by Mr. Shadi, the chef from Almina,
restaurant in Tokyo, who prepared Palestinian meals
together with our staff and students in the health
and welfare hall’s kitchen; all did their very best. It
was regrettable that the participants had enough
time to enjoy the meal because they had to hurry
home due to the heavy rain.

Finally, all the participants, including the foreign
youth, enjoyed dancing Bon Odori (Japanese
traditional dance), and the cultural exchange was
brought to a conclusion. | want to express my
deep gratitude to all the people who collaborated
and joined in the event despite the bad weather
conditions.

The week lived in the disaster area resulted to
be a great experience for the youth from the three
countries. The "fun" experience of living as a family
collaborating and supporting each other in the
small Otsuchi Base Camp, the happiness they felt
through serving each other and putting their energy
into volunteer activities, the emotions they felt in
touching the kindness of the victims and seeing
them always smiling, strong-minded, positive and
patient, feeling the importance of irreplaceable
"life", and at the same time, feeling sympathy for
the heart-broken victims through watching a video
of the tragedy of the disaster and listening to the
experiences of the victims, became for the young
people an unrepeatable learning experience.

| think that the greatest experience that will
remain in their hearts would probably be the
kindness and personalities of Mr. and Mrs. Oikawa.
We got to know them in the train two years ago
by coincidence. This year, they let our three staff
members and Mr. Shadi and his daughter stay in
their house. They were pleased that that Israeli and
Palestinian young people came there for volunteer
work from a distance, and they invited all of us
twice to their house and we really had a good time,
thanks to their warm hospitality. Moreover, the
young people’s heart was shaken by their first-hand
account of the disaster and by the unpublished
video showing vividly the horrors of the tsunami.
One student said, "l will never forget how, at the
moment of our parting, as a rainbow after the rain
appeared in the sky, they came out the front door
and waved us out of sight."

On the last day of our stay in Otsuchi-cho, we
asked the participants, "What did you think of the

past one week?" Their responses were almost all
the same: "The best days of my life," "The happiest
moment of my life," "I am very happy to have
known that | can be friends with everyone," "I
realized that people we can overcome the most
difficult things by supporting each other."

3. Seminar and Briefing Session in JICA, Tokyo

After our six days of volunteer activities in
Otsuchi-cho, we returned to Tokyo by the night
bus on August 11th. We stayed at the JICA Tokyo
International center for five days.

On the morning of the 12th, in response to a
request of the participants, we visited the Center
of Tokyo Raids and War Damage. The presentation
by the researchers and the experiences shared by
the survivors of the Great Tokyo Air Raid made the
Japanese students sympathize with the misery and
folly of wars, and gave Israeli and Palestinian youth
an occasion to recall the sufferings of their own
countries now in conflict.

Over the next three days, we had many types of
workshops, dialogues and sharing sessions. At this
point, we came to the most delicate phase of the
project.

First, in the workshops, we had serious exchanges
of opinions and debated on how people with
different opinions and interests might find a
common meeting ground, how they could
negotiate and how the mediator should proceed.

After these activities, we were finally ready to
talk about their own war related problems. We, off
course, knew that they decided not to talk about
the conflicts before coming to Japan. But now,
having an opportunity of sharing, we suggested
to the participants that they would share their
own deepest sufferings, anxieties and terrors and
also that they listen to one another with sympathy
and respect, opening their hearts, as now they all
became friends. Only by listening to another’s true
voices and understanding his/her pains, true heart-
bond can be born.

As they heard this suggestion, the smiles
disappeared from their faces at once. At that
moment, we had a glimpse of how great and
complicated their sufferings are. They reluctantly
accepted our suggestion, though at first only an
oppressive silence could be heard. Perhaps it was
because the tension began to ease but, one after
another, hesitantly, they began to talk about the
suffering of having been born and grown up under
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the fire of war. For the first time, the Israeli and
Palestinian youth were able to hear in one another’
s own words the sense of terror at having their
freedom obstructed by walls of separation and
checkpoints, the agony of having their dreams cut
off by the fear of becoming victims of shootings
or suicide bomb attacks without any warning.
Needless to say, it was the very first time for the
Japanese young people to hear such words. | think
that as they began to understand and accept one
another they were able to feel the bonds among
their hearts grow stronger.

In the end, to help them see concretely the ties
among their hearts, we played the "Bond Game".
After having prepared a number of long cords, the
game consists in all the participants forming a circle
and then one person taking a cord and giving it to
someone in the circle to whom they were grateful,
or by whose words or actions they had been
moved, while explaining the reason. The person
receiving the cord would then do the same, and so
on, one after another. In this way a visible network
of connections is formed among the participants;
their smiles appeared again.

The briefing session took place in the afternoon
of August the 16th. There were only about forty
people present, due to our lack of publicity.

We made a presentation using videos and
PowerPoint to show the fruit of the project and to
talk about our own experiences and impressions.
This first part of the briefing consisted mostly of
reports on our volunteer activities in Otsuchi-cho,
with virtually no mention of conflict, the most
important thing.

After a break, we divided into four groups and
had a serious question period. On that occasion, |
think that the Israeli and Palestinian youth were able
to speak honestly.

Conclusion

As | mentioned earlier, this year's "Peace Bridge in
Tohoku" project was carried out in the midst of very
complicated situations, especially the violence and
retaliations in the Middle East. However, in spite of
our misgivings and anxieties, and the hesitation of
the local participants, | believe that, as we did last
year, we reached our goals.

In the disaster area, the participants saw that it
was a natural disaster that took many innocent lives
and caused people immeasurable suffering and
grief. At the same time, they could not help but
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have present the great suffering, many tears shed
for lost loved ones, the countless victims being
caused by war in their own countries. And at that
moment, they realized something very important:
the cause of these situations, while so similar in
their effect of creating suffering, was very different.
The suffering of the victims in the Tohoku region
had been caused by a natural disaster, while that
of those in the Middle East by a conflict between
people. And so, might they not dialogue, make
compromises and forgive each other and so open a
road toward reconciliation and peace?

In this project, the youth from Israel and Palestine
were able to experience that peaceful coexistence is
at least possible if one can accept, trust, sympathize
with and face the other, the opponents, as a human
being the same as oneself. They were able to
experience that bonds of friendship can be made,
that there is hope for the future. For the Japanese
students, the conflict between Israel and Palestine
was no longer someone else's concern, but the
suffering of their own friends; and for the safety and
happiness of a friend, how not to pray?

| believe that a “seed of peace” has surely been
sown in the heart of each of the participants. This
seed contains a wonderful vitality. | truly hope
that each of these seeds, whether planted in the
Middle East or in Japan, will grow up and bloom in
wonderful flowers and bear fruit in the future.

| think that the project became for each
participant an important experience capable of
changing the course of each of their lives.

The help of the young people who, having already
experienced our projects and study tours, worked
tirelessly as staff members and youth leaders, was
great. It is with joy that we look forward to seeing
them continue to grow as young trees of peace.

From now on, | hope to continue with the "Peace
Bridge" project to link Israeli, Palestinian and
Japanese youth.

From the bottom of my heart, | thank all the
groups and individuals who encouraged and
supported us to make our project possible, and your
continued support will be highly appreciated.

Thank you.
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TAYVII OOTEZATANIZTA—LT v
Uniform T-shirts with logotype of the Project.

1. Preparation (in Japan & in Israel-Palestine)

Month/2014 Heading Detail
February Decision to carry  Decision of the executive committee to carry out “Peace Bridge in Tohoku
out the project 2014” which would include youth from Israel, Palestine and Japan.

Decided “JOHN PAUL Il FOUNDATION" as the co-organizer.

February - Fundraising Made posters and leaflets to collect funds, started distributing material
August to supporters and supporting organizations.
March Application for Obtained approval from JICA Global Plaza, the Embassy of Israel and the
approval General Mission of Palestine.
Reservation of Caritas Otsuchi Base(5-11 August) Otsuchi-cho, Sakuragi-cho Hoken
accommodation, Fukushi Kaikan (10 August) : for the exchange event.

rooms and location JICA Tokyo International Center (12-17 August) : accommodation,
seminar rooms and location for the symposium.

March - Recruitment Recruitment of young members through internet as well as NPO's network.

May Selection of seven members from Israel and Palestine with the co-organizer
“JOHN PAUL Il FOUNDATION” and selection of Japanese members through
resumes and an interview.

June Reservation of Purchase of plane tickets for Israelis and Palestinians, reservation of

transportation transportation in Japan: group tickets of JR lines including Narita Express
and Shinkansen from Tokyo to Kamaishi, tickets of the night bus from
Otsuchi to Ikebukuro and rent a car in Otsuchi).

June - Application for Preparation of documentation to obtain Palestinians’ entry VISA to Japan
July VISA through the Embassy of Japan in Tel Aviv. The process was particularly hard
this time due to the tense situation in Israel and Palestine,

21,22 June | Preparatory In JICA Tokyo International Center, Japanese participants prepared for the
21July Seminar volunteer activity in the disaster area and learned about the conflict

(for Japanese) between Israel and Palestine.
June19 Preparatory Participants learned about the situation of The Great East Japan
Seminar Earthquake, prepared for the volunteer activity in the disaster area and
(for Israelis and learned about Japan. Due to the situation, only one seminar was

Palestinians) organized.

o ) Staff member Mr. Koji Asano inspected Otsuchi-cho in order to visit the new
June 23 Visit of Otsuchi base of Caritas Japan, update the information about the situation and the
possibility of volunteering.

August Last purchases Purchase of food, medical supplies and other items necessary for the
and arrangements activities and sent them to Otsuchi. Made T-shirts, itineraries and nametags.
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2. Preparatory Seminar for Japanese members

Two pre-seminars held in Tokyo, on June 21-22
and on July 21 at JICA Tokyo International Center.

The first preparatory seminar in June:

Saturday, June 21, 2014

Morning : Self-introduction;
Explanation of the NPO and the Project;
DVD about past years’ projects.
Afternoon : Presentation by a participant from the
proceeding year’s project;
Presentation by participants about Israel and
Palestine;
(History of Middle East / Separation Wall /
Settlement / Peace Negotiation / Perspectives
of International Society);
Participants’ Discussion “What is the meaning of
volunteering?”
Brief lecture by Mr. Kiwa Fukushima, Chief Priest
of Zenko-ji Temple and part of the committee of
the project.

Sunday, June 22, 2014

Morning : Documentary about the Great
Earthquake in 2011;
Skype with a staff member of Caritas Otsuchi;
Participants’ Discussion:
“Why do we have a project with participants
from 3 different countries?”
“What's our role in the project as Japanese?”
Afternoon : English conversation practice;
Skype videoconference with Israeli and
Palestinian participants;
Discussion on the Exchange Event in Otsuchi-cho;
Song Practice.

Day 1:

At first, we had an ice-break moment when all
the participants introduced themselves and talked
about what made them decide to join the project.
Then, Ms. Hiroko Inoue, our president, explained
about the inception of the NPO and the process
through which the project reached the current
form. DVD helped the participants deepen the

by Natsuki OBA

understanding of the project.

After the introduction part, Ms. Futaba
Shinohara, a former participant, made a
presentation and explained the activities done
the previous year. She also mentioned how all the
participants were able to build a close relationship.

After the lunch, each participant made a
presentation on a topic, which was assigned before
the seminar. Those who had been to Israel and
Palestine during the spring project “Study Tour”
showed some pictures they took and explained
what they learned in the tour. On the other hand,
those who had not been to the two countries
showed their points of the presentations from a
rather academic point of view.

Then we moved to the discussion, trying to find
a common answer to the question regarding the
meaning of volunteering. Our diverse thoughts
converted into the following answer: volunteering
can never be done in one way, but it is an act that
gives something to both volunteers and those who
the volunteer work is dedicated.

At last, Mr. Kiwa Fukushima held a lecture on
what it means to help each other. His talk even
emphasized the point on which participants
agreed in the previous part.

Day 2 :

On the second day, our learning went deeper to
the point of what we can do as main subjects of
actions in the project.

In the morning, we talked on Skype about the
current situation of the disaster area with Mr.
Kataoka from Caritas Otsuchi.

Then, we discussed the role of Japanese
participants, who could possibly be mediators
between Israelis and Palestinians. Active opinion
exchange led us to a conclusion: Japanese
participants need to be neutral in terms of the
antagonistic situation in the Middle East. We also
hoped that Israeli and Palestinian participants
could recognize the difference between two
tragedies: the Great Earthquake in Japan and the
conflictive history of Middle East, considering that
the latter could be stopped by our own effort.

In the afternoon, we learned English technical
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terms used in Israel and Palestine, so that we could
have deeper and more fruitful conversations.

Then, we had an opportunity to talk to Israeli
and Palestinian participants who were having a
pre-seminar session in Tel Aviv on the same day via
Skype.

At last, we talked about the performance for the
exchange event in Otsuchi-cho, and decided to
perform Soran dance as representative of Japanese
culture.

The second seminar in July:

Monday, July 21, 2014

Morning : Self-introduction;
Soran dance practice.
Afternoon : Update about the situation of the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict;
Song Practice;
Individual Skype videoconference with Israeli
and Palestinian participants.

At the second pre-seminar, some participants
joined the group for the first time. After the ice-
break talk, we practiced Soran dance once again to
make our performance more accurate.

In the afternoon, we updated our knowledge
on the situation in Israel and Palestine, which was
deteriorating day by day at that time and prayed
for the success of the project.

We also practiced the memorial song of the
Great Earthquake “Hana-wa-Saku - the flowers will
bloom” in Japanese, English, Arabic and Hebrew.

At last, had another Skype conversation with
some of the Israeli and Palestinian participants
individually.

Post-Seminar

On September 13, after almost a month since
the end of the project (on August 16), we held the
post-seminar.

Schedule:

Morning : Update of participants’ life after the
project;

Reflection about the project
Afternoon : Presentation of the past conflicts
between

Israel and Palestine by Ms. Stella;

Skype with Israeli and Palestinian participants;
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Suggestions for the improvement of the project
in the future.

It had been almost a month since the project
officially ended when we reunited for the post-
seminar on September 13. Since the participants
got involved in different activities and the new
semester had started for some of us, we could
reflect about our project with fresh eyes. The video
with the pictures of the project helped us look
back at what we achieved and learned from those
two weeks.

After lunch Ms. Stella, who used to live and
work in Israel and Palestine for four years, made
a presentation to explain the conflict. We could
appreciated once again the success of the project
and that our Israeli and Palestinian friends looked
very happy and cheerful during the project in
Japan, despite the hard life in their countries.

Then, we enjoyed the conversations over Skype
with Israeli and Palestinian friends.

At last, the participants made some proposals
for the improvement of the future projects. The
opinions shared here will be fully considered by
the committee of the project next year.

. A
KIEJIIFANET, ZEOETOD 7 bORIUIAN, FEVOERZE
T, KDL 7 U CREEN G HRERERE L ({2857,

At the riverbed of Otsuchi River. Mr. Kaneyama told his horrific

experiences at the time of the disaster and touching episodes with
his handmade picture story show.
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3. Preparatory Seminar Israeli & Palestinian members

The first preliminary seminar was organized for
Israeli and Palestinian participants on Saturday 21st
of June 2014 in Tel Aviv.

The participants gathered at 9.45 a.m. to start
the seminar at 10 o’clock in the hall of Saint Peter
Monastery in Jaffa — Tel Aviv.

After explaining about the “Peace Bridge
for Japan” project in general, about the NPO
“Helping Children in the Holy Land” and about
the Foundation “John Paul II”, an overview of the

by Stella PEDRAZZINI

project was made thanks to the support of videos,
pictures and a power point presentation:

1.Project schedule: meeting point, departure,
arrival, transfer Tokyo - Otsuchi, volunteer activity,
transfer Otsuchi - Tokyo, sharing and workshops,
Symposium.

2.General Overview of the Disaster: casualties,
damages and recovery.

3.Japan earthquake and tsunami: before and after
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the cleanup. Photographic reportage published by
the Los Angeles Times.

4 Situation in Otsuchi-cho: information about the
town, society, economy and industry before and
after the disaster. Video shot during the tsunami
from Mt. Shiroyama in Otsuchi-cho.

5.Photo slide show of the project held in Sendai in
August 2011.

6.Photo slide show of the project held in Otsuchi in
August 2012.

7.Photo slide show of the project held in Otsuchi in
August 2013.

After the power point presentation, the
participants were divided into 2 groups and shared
their feelings and first impressions about the video
and the situation in Japan.

After the lunch break, the participants had time
to ask questions regarding the organization and
the details of the project (Flight, transportation,
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volunteer activities, life in the base camp, time in
Tokyo, etc.) and to think together about which kind
of activities they could propose for entertaining
children, for elderly people living in the temporary
houses and for the cultural exchange event.

The participants met for the first time their
Japanese friends through a Skype video call. All the
participants — Japanese, Israelis and Palestinians
- introduced themselves and answered some
personal questions.

At 4 o'clock the meeting ended.

Due to the ongoing situation in Israel and
Palestine it was not possible to have the second
seminar as scheduled, on the 19th of July in
Jerusalem. The clashes and the tension that
characterized that period, the potential danger of
moving between Tel Aviv and Jerusalem and the
concerns of the participants’ families, made the
NPO's staff call off the seminar. All the additional
information was sent to the participants by email.
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Delicious Palestinian dishes made by
chef Shadi Bashiyi.



4. Charity event

“Israel - Palestine - Japan friendship night”

On 19th July, we held a charity event in Tokyo
for the “Peace Bridge for Japan” project. First
of all, we offered a moment of silent prayer for
the victims of both Israeli and Palestine. No more
violence! Mo more blood-shed! We had the
honor of attendance of a diplomat of the Israeli
Embassy in Japan and an Israeli and a Palestinian
were with us.

Ms. Noriko IEDA (Soprano singer) and Ms. Ryoko
TAKITA (Pianist) willingly offered performance.
The hall was almost full with the audience. We
enjoyed the brilliant and splendid soprano and
wonderful Piano. After the concert, we offered
to the audience a buffet of Palestinian food
made by Mr. Shadi BASHIYI, owner of “AL MINA”,
Palestinian restaurant. The buffet consisted of the
most popular Israeli / Palestinian dishes: Falafel,
hummus, etc.

We would like to express our gratitude to all.

- e,
FHEILFIAICLEES,
Performance by Ms. Noriko IEDA

by Koji ASANO

A AT IIVKEREOARTE=—IL - 42—V EKEH ELTFHEER,
Mr. Nir Turk of Embassy of Israel and Hiroko Inoue of “Helping
Children in the Holy Land” .

BIREED HERWNE
Futaba Shinohara, Japanese participant, acting as MC at the
“Israel - Palestine - Japan Friendship Night” .
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Break during the work for Nano-hana Flower Project (planting field
mustard) at Otsuchi River. Many victims were washed ashore to
this riverbed.
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Daily Reports of the project

Activities in Otsuchi / August 5 - 11

Tuesday, August 5, 2014

Israeli and Palestinian youth, who left Tel Aviv on
August 4, arrived in Japan and met the Japanese
participants at Tokyo Station the next morning. It
was 17:30 on Tuesday 5 when we reached CARITAS
JAPAN Otsuchi Base. It was a long way for them,
taking more than 20 hours from home. Immediately
after arrival, there was a meeting in which Mr.
Kameoka, a staff of the base, instructed about rules
of the life in the base. Although it was the first time
for us to see each other, except for some Skype
talking, we connected immediately, and decided to
do our best for the success of the project.

Wednesday, August 6, 2014

On the Second day, we visited the center of
Otsuchi Town by car, where there was the core of
the town before the earthquake happened. All of
the participants listened carefully what Otsuchi
town used to be, how the tsunami destroyed it and
killed many citizens.

In the afternoon, we came back to Caritas
Base and shared our feelings about the visit. It
was impressive that Israeli and Palestinian youth
expressed their feelings through examples of their
experiences back in their countries. We divided then
into three groups to play the UN role-playing game
on the topic of whether the town hall should be
demolished or not. Each group concentrated to play
their own roles.

Thursday, August 7, 2014

We took part in the “Nanohana” project, started
by Mr. Kaneyama to clean the riverside and plant
turnip blossoms (rapeseeds) after the earthquake
happened. Mr. Kaneyama explained what happened
before and after the earthquake and tsunami
through a picture presentation and how the local
people helped each other.

Then, we cleaned the riverside and enjoyed
bathing in the river. Although it seemed imprudent
to play in the river, as many people lost their lives in
it.

After coming back to the Base, we visited Mr.
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and Mrs. Oikawa’s home, and listened to their
experiences and watched videos about the tsunami.
They were very kind with us and we listened
carefully to what they were sharing with us. We felt
terror of tsunami afresh.

Friday, August 8, 2014

We visited Otsuchi summer school and interacted
with local children. We joined their festival and
played with them. At noon, we ate noodle thickened
with powdered kudzu made by the staff of Otsuchi
Base. During lunchtime, Mor, Nicolas and Wassim
played ukulele and sang songs to entertain the
children that enjoyed it very much.

In the afternoon, we went a public bath. For
Israelis and Palestinians, that do not have them
back in their countries, was the first time but they
seemed to enjoy the experience. At night, we held
a sushi party. They enjoyed very much to eat sushi.
It was a typical day to feel the traditional Japanese
cultures.

Saturday, August 9, 2014

We participated in the “Otsuchi Rock Festival”
as volunteers and interacted with local people.
Except during the shifts of volunteer job that lasted
about one hour each, we enjoyed listening to bands
playing and eating local food. During the volunteer
activity, we could listen from the local volunteers
about what happened just after the earthquake and
about special local products. Israeli and Palestinian
youth also enjoyed eating delicious local food.

At night, we had dinner and practiced for the
exchange event.

Sunday, August 10, 2014

We held the “Cultural Exchange Party” with
people from Otsuchi-cho. Everybody was busy in
the morning preparing for the party. Mr. Shady, the
owner-chef of a Middle Eastern restaurant, who
arrived at the base late the night before, took the
lead in cooking Israeli and Palestinian foods. Adult
staffs helped him in the kitchen of the Otsuchi
Community Center, where the party was held, while
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“Nice to meet you!” to the kids of Otsuchi Elementary School.
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The youth from three countries singing “Flowers will bloom” in
Japanese, English, Arabic and Hebrew at the cultural exchange event
in Otsuchi-cho.

young guys rehearsals of dance, song etc.

In the exchange event, local youth performed
Mukogawara Tiger Dance and Usuzawa Deer Dance.
Japanese volunteer students performed Soran
Bushi dance. Although it was raining heavily, around
a hundred chairs were prepared and most of them
were occupied.

After the last dance performance and the chorus
of “Hana-wa-saku” song, the mealtime started. We
saw people curiously tasting Middle Eastern foods
and asking questions to the group members. When
the ending time got close, Israelis and Palestinians
started a ring of Bon dance, joined a little later by
the audience and dancing under instruction “push,
push, ---" by local old woman. Those who were from
abroad were pleased wearing Yukatas that suited
them well.

[RKEEHN D ESIOY T T AT (INV] TTo hkE
Setting up tents for  “Otsuchi, Thank You Rock Festival” .

Monday, August 11, 2014

On the last day in Otsuchi town, we visited a
temporary housing and enjoyed playing balloon
volleyball. It was an enjoyable event to exercise with
elderly people and children living in the temporary
housing.

In the afternoon, we planted flowers and visited
Mr. and Mrs. Oikawa’s house to say goodbye. The
flowers we planted will be moved to the evacuating
road, which will be named “Peace Bridge Road”,
after our project. Mr. and Mrs. Oikawa welcomed
us again and gave us presents handmade by Mrs.
Oikawa.
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Activities in Tokyo / August 12-17

At 11 o'clock PM, we left from Otsuchi-cho on a
night bus to Tokyo.
Tuesday, August 12, 2014

The group arrived at JICA Tokyo international
center, in the early morning of Tuesday 12 of August
after 9 hours trip by bus from Otsuchi Caritas base
camp. Despite the tiredness, a small briefing was
held about life and facilities in JICA and about the
free time in Tokyo. After we checked-in and drop
the luggage in the rooms in JICA, we visited The
Center of the Tokyo Raids and War Damage, to learn
how catastrophic the air raids were and how Tokyo
recovered from the war. We thought carefully about
the damages caused by wars are and how different
they are compared to natural disasters such as
earthquakes and tsunami.

In the late afternoon, a small orientation meeting
was organized to explain the rules of the second
part of the project and the general program. The
days in JICA were organized as follow:

730 Breakfast
9.00 Start morning activities:
workshop/meeting/sharing
9.15-10.30 Break
1045 Second part of morning activities
12.15 Lunch
13.30 Start afternoon activities:
workshop/meeting/sharing
15.00-15.30  Break
15.30 Conclusion of afternoon activities
17.00 Free time in Tokyo
(Dinnerin JICA 18.30)
22.00 Curfew

Wednesday, August 13,2014

In the morning session, we looked back at
our project in Otsuchi-cho and talked about
the moments that touched us the most. First,
we divided into four small groups and shared
our feelings. It was so impressive that Israeli and
Palestinian youth appreciated what they learned in
Otsuchi-cho.

Second, we researched figures regarding the
Tokyo air raids starting from the information we had
during the visit of the day before. We investigated
through documents in the Internet divided into
small groups; we shared with other groups the
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discoveries and expressed their impressions.
Mrs. Inoue talked about Hiratsuka Air Raid she
experienced during her childhood, which moved us.

In the afternoon, we played the UN role-playing
game again. We divided into three groups and
discussed about a sample topic.

Thursday, August 14, 2014

From morning to evening, we enjoyed games
and discussions and then we went to Shibuya and
Harajuku.

The first game was musical chairs; despite it is very
famous all over the world, Japanese participants
played it for the first time and we enjoyed it very
much. After that, we divided into four groups and
played the “survival game”. This game is about a
group of people that survived the crash of a small
plane in a very cold and isolated place and managed
to save 12 items. The task is to put the items they
have in order of importance for the survival of the
group. It was so hard to agree about the importance
of the items, but it gave us good opportunities to
conclude on one opinion through discussion.

After the game, we had time to understand
more the lives of Israelis and Palestinians through
a sharing moment. Since too many years, the
relationship between Israel and Palestine is
conflicting; in their countries, it is so difficult for
them to interact with each other and for this reason,
they did not understand the other side.

During the sharing time, Israeli and Palestinian
youth talked about how the situation of conflict
influenced their daily life. We, as Japanese, listened
carefully to their true feelings despite it was
something hard to understand as we live in Japan
and which we couldn’t imagine, even after living
together in Otsuchi-cho. Although it was so difficult
to understand their feelings completely, it was a
very impressive experience for Japanese students to
imagine our friends’ daily lives.

Finally, we enjoyed the “Bond Game”. The
participants were sitting in a circle and one of the
participants was holding a wire. After thanking
one of the participants and explaining why, the
wire would pass to the next participant who, in
turn, would say something nice and thank another
participant. The main goal of this game was to be
aware of the pleasant actions of people towards
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Presenting individual experience to the project supporters at the
symposium on August 16th.

us, and to show gratitude for that. At the end of the
game, a wire connection was made between all the
participants, a connection of gratitude, appreciation
and respect. KIZUNA.

Friday, August 15, 2014

We spent most of the day preparing for the
Symposium, making reports and sharing feelings.

First, we divided into three groups to prepare
three different activities for the Symposium:
presenting our project through power point and
pictures, make a presentation including personal
feelings about the project and make a photo movie
with music. After everyone finished with his own
activity, we had time to start writing the report to
be included in the present book.

The last sharing theme was “how do you feel just
after the project finished?” Israeli and Palestinian
youth said that at the beginning they thought they
should refrain from participating in this project.
Furthermore, some of them were afraid to meet the
other side. However, they became friends soon and
learnt the importance of the bond and peace. They
said also that they would be sharing their “Japanese
experience” back in their countries in order to
be peace bridges between Israel and Palestine.
Japanese participants said that they learnt how
daily life is important and how youth interactions
are significant.

Saturday, August 16, 2014

The morning was entirely dedicated to the
preparation and organization of the Symposium.

At 1 o'clock the group started preparing the big
hall with tables, chairs, food and flags to welcome
the guests. The symposium was organized as follow:

* Welcome & introduction;
* Presentation of the participants;
* Explanation and sharing of the volunteer activity;
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Sharing in the groups at the symposium (JICA, Tokyo)

* Photos and video;

* Sharing and interaction with the public;

* Dance performed by Japanese participants: So-Ran;
* Song: Hana-wa-Saky;

* Dance with the public - Bon-odori;

* Conclusion.

At night, we held the farewell party at a Chinese
restaurant. Some of the Israeli and Palestinian youth
had to go back to their countries early the next
morning, so we shared good memories with each
other.

Sunday, August 17,2014

The last day of the project, three participants left
to Tel Aviv while the others enjoyed sightseeing and
shopping around Tokyo.

From the day 18, all the participants left according
to their schedule.
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Workshop at JICA. Reflecting back on and sharing about volunteer
activities and community life in Otsuchi-cho.
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INRE

Balance Sheet

70OV bREERE (2014F48~98)
Project Financial Report (April 2014 - September 2014)

INADES Revenues

BfiM Unit ¥

# B Line item

@ ZE Descriptions

4 %E& Amount

—irE &

Private donation 1,387,521
ANnz/Ny02 #HEE FEE
Financial support (John Paul II Foundation) 654,464
TEEE Fol)TF4—ANXMYA  (KR%8)
Contributions, etc. | Charity event revenue (total) 566,399 4,585,560
SME FH. X297, b
Project participation fees (students, staff) 482,500
READYFOR ZEft%&
READYFOR 1,494,676
BCEZ
Own funds 12,343 12,343
=) it Total 4,597,903
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FTHDEP Expenditures

BA:A Unit ¥

% B Lineitem @ E Descriptions 4 %& Amount
| WER (GlE R’ANZ L EH—t)
EPNHRE | Transportation (Shinkansen & train fare, rent- 502,862
Domesltic a-car and other travel expenses) 967754
trave - . e . ’
RE expenses WEE (BRE-RELE) 464.892
Travel Acommodation (Lodging * Meals) ’
expenses - R
P BoRE | TATET~KE 8% 1,028,142
Oversea Tel Aviv-Narita for 8 persons ’ ’
- 1,328,142
expenses | Milano-Narita for 1 person ’
FBE=R 858,000
Administrative expenses
; Alﬁﬁ T RZTIV - INLAF S RATER R 235000 | 1,203,000
ersonel expenses Preparation in Israel / Palestine
#1L£€ Remuneration 110,000
MeEs{E A
Rental fee of seminar room & hall 39,300
A AN b~ (KHEHT)
Event fee at Otsuchi-cho 86,765
HES (JICAER)
. . 4,569
Miscellaneous expenses for symposium
R E KHEHT (FR)
Conference expenses | Preparation at Otsuchi-cho 23,630 232,741
EFT{E  Preparatory seminar 61,672
Rk (- ETZER)
Miscellaneous expenses for interviews and 8,875
executive committee
E%E Post seminar 7,930
FNR - 5 - 58I IN>T Ly b LBV, aE—
Print / Copy /§ Leaflets, brochures and booklets 2150 402150
Bookbinding REE1ERK  Making report 400,000
BE - EWE BEE-EAE Communications / delivery 33,629
Communications / 40,629
Delivery HHEERE  Report shipping 7,000
- A2 N < .
RO SFEAEHE  Sundries 21,857 0,057
Consumables T+ T-shirts 37,200
e IRIAFERL  Transfer fees 7,416
Sund 43,856
unadry expenses Z0Oft  the others 36,440
= tron
FrUTA— AN bR 320,574 | 320,574
Charity event expenses
& it Total 4,597,903
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Feedback from the Participants

BHESNEDE / Voices of the Young Participants
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At the beginning | was afraid of taking part
to this project, due to the situation and the
war going on back home. We managed to have
only one seminar and everyone were nice, but
it was held before the situation got worse.

When we first met at the airport, none of us
really knew how to feel, how to react or how it
was going to be; on the way to the plane there
were few, peaceful, small talks about what was
going on in Gaza that led us to an argument
in which everyone tried to defend his own
opinions and thoughts. Both of us, Israelis
and Palestinians, realized that we didn’t have
enough details and that, starting this talking
before the beginning of the project, before
getting to know each other, could have made
us start in a bad way or even compromising
the success of the project by taking sides or
turning against each other.

We decided instead to try to be friends first,
following the good chemistry we felt since
the beginning and in this way the jokes came
naturally.

So, like starting a new small family, we had
to sleep, cook, eat, clean and take care of the
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house together, quickly we all had the good
will to participate and to compromise for the
cause; it didn’t really matter where we came
from or what language we were speaking.
Even due to our different cultures, we found
interesting the fact of enjoying the same
things like music, jokes, movies or hobbies and
weather we were Japanese, Jewish, Muslim or
Christian, it didn’t really matter.

Otsuchi is one of the most beautiful places
I've ever seen in my life. It was hard to think
that in this peaceful place something bad
happened. For example when we went to the
town hall, which at first glance looked blended
with those beautiful mountains and trees, |
realized that right in front of me there was a
damaged building that survived the tsunami.

Slowly we started gathering pieces as we
went to the place where there is the house of
the famous picture with the boat on its roof; as
we heard the story from people who survived
and were actually there, as we saw videos of
the tsunami and even as we saw a recording
from a couple that hosted us in their house
and explained us more deeply what happened.
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We learned the song “Hana wa saku” in 4
languages and it was very emotional for me
to sing this song dedicated to people’s pain
but also good will and hope.

All the situations helped us to find the way
to strengthen our relationship as a group;
| really liked when we jumped in the river,
after pulling grass and collecting rocks or
when we played volleyball in the temporary
housing with the residents. | understood how
important it was just to be there to show the
residents our support as we succeeded to
give them some joy and they were so grateful
and respectful; | also learned from them a lot
from their happiness and to continue in the
struggle for a normal life no matter what.

When we went to the primary school | was
full of energies after the children opened
their hearts to us and laughed with us;
we started singing, dancing, and playing
together, and it was so joyful to be there and
| could feel | was making the difference to
them.

This project gave me a lot; first of all I've
never been in japan before and never been in
a group with Arabs Christians and Japanese.
| had to learn and understand the different
cultures and learned that we are more similar
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to each other then | thought, most of the
Japanese were not used hugs as greetings
and | never eat traditional Japanese food
before--

First of all and the most important thing
is that | have made new friends for life, we
shared precious moments and feelings and it's
something you can’t forget. We really enjoyed
each other because everyone shared his
peculiarity and donated it to our little family;
we made great things together and helped
to show support, care and to help Otsuchi’s
community.

We are now going back to our houses and
to our daily life, and everyone in his own way,
has everyone with his own way, has learned a
lesson of tolerance and respect towards who
is different and may have a different opinion,
to be respectful to everyone as persons
and human being. We learned not to judge
someone at first sight or by his opinion and
that we need to understand his behavior and
what stands behind his feeling. All of us,
despite our different culture, where we grow
up or our religion are very similar, with passion
for life and will for living and peace is what
we want for people all over the world

Amen.

Gal BABA
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During the project | learned a lot of things.
Life at the Otsuchi base was comfortable and
fun because we all got along really well and
| felt like we were in a warm loving family.
Although we had different cultures and
each had different habits, we all contributed
and helped as if we've known each other
since many years; we laughed together, ate
together, cleaned together.

The fact that we are Israelis or Arabs or
Japanese did not bother us at all. | love my
friends from the project as equal human
beings and each one with its individuality.
We spent a lot of hours having fun together
and | met a lot of great people. This is why |
am very glad and very happy.

The volunteer activities were satisfying and
enjoyable at the same time. When | heard
various stories of different tsunami survivors,
| felt an instant connection with them and |
tried to imagine myself in their situation.

When | heard the story Kaneyama-San, with
the same river of his story as a background,
| was terrified. The same quiet and beautiful
river caused so much destruction and spread
fear in the hearts of people. That brave man
works very hard so that the children of the
town could come to the river in spring to see
the beautiful yellow flowers bloomed and to
give new hope to everyone.
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During the volunteer work held at the
kindergarten, troubles were forgotten for a
moment. We helped the kids to laugh and
be happy. They did not hesitate to ask me
questions about things that intrigued them.
We laughed and we had a lot of fun together
until | remembered that the same children,
who was laughing and having fun, went
through a very difficult experience despite
his young age. It was encouraging to see
that they did not lose the joy of living and to
grow up to being happy human beings.

| saw the real strength of the people of
Otsuchi during the visit at the temporary
houses. Those joyful people, who did not
stop laughing, smiling and singing, lost their
homes and perhaps their families that tragic
day . Those people, who were playing baloon
volleyball with us as equals, taught me what
is real power, taught me to be happy and
how to forget. That one was for me the most
satisfying day of the project.

After few days in the town, close to the
calm Ocean, you begin to forget what this
beautiful sea can do in a second. The video
we saw brought me back to reality and to a
deeper understanding of what happened.
Those people, who lived near the sea all their
lives, swam, fished and spent time next to it,
probably felt very betrayed. The calm blue
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sea destroyed at that time everything that
stands on his way. When | try to imagine that
my beloved sea does this, it hurts my heart
and | am filled with fear and sadness. So I'm
glad therefore | could give them a moment
of joy and relaxation.

After the experience in Otsuchi | realized
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that the word "peace" has different meaning
from person to person. That word has
another meaning for me. "Peace" means
understanding the other, accepting the
different. If you are in peace with yourself
you can be in peace with those around you
and everyone else.
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Before | came to japan | didn’t really know
how big a tsunami is.

When they took us to visit the town | was
surprised of all the damages done by that the
tsunami, but | still couldn’t understand how
it happened. | remember when we were at
the Town Hall, someone asked the guide why
people couldn’t escape to the mountains;
she answered that we needed to imagine
that before the tsunami hit, the village was
full of houses and you could not run straight,
having to make instead a huge detour to
get to the mountains. Just then | began to
understand why so many people have been
killed and why they could not escape in time.

The day after we saw a video and during
the video | told myself: "What if it was my
family? If this was happening to me? What
would | do?" During the video the tears
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started pouring from my eyes and | thought
that eventually we all are human; we are all
human beings who want to live in peace
without getting hurt.

When we went to the river and heard the
story of the fisherman it really touched me to
know that after seeing the body of his best
friends with a lot of bodies of other people
from his village, he decided to do something
rather than feeling sorry for himself; this
shows how much strength the person whose
house was destroyed and his friend was
killed really had, to get up and plant flowers
in memory of those who have been killed, |
was glad to be a part of it.

After all the hard work of moving the
weeds and rocks out of the way, the
fisherman told us we could go into a little
creek to relax and all of us together jumped
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into the creek and just relaxed from all the
work.

The day after we went to volunteer to a
school. In the beginning we did not know
how they will react to foreigners, and did not
have a common language to communicate.
When we started the volunteer work, it did
not take more than two minutes before the
children began playing with us and talking to
us, and it was just amazing to see. At the end
of the activities they ran and hugged us and
just wouldn't let us go. Just then | realized
that we did not only help and give them
something, we also helped ourselves quite a
bit at the same time.

On our last day in the village we were
taken to visit a temporary housing. When we
got there | was flooded with thoughts. "How
did their lives look like before the tsunami?"

When we arrived we saw the entrance
to the structure and it looked beautiful!
The place was so clean and tidy and when
we entered the building, we saw four little
girls who were a little shy. We immediately
started talking to them and play with them
and they taught us their morning exercises.
After that, a few elderly people came to
play ball games with us. | played the first
game with two charming older people, and
two others played against other people and
Dima. | could not believe how much energy
these people have, when | started to lose my
strength, they kept on playing without any
problems.

By looking at them while | was sitting, |
saw how happy they were and how much
they were enjoying the game; some of them
even sit on the sidelines and talk to some of
us, | thought that if I were them | wouldn’
t have the strength to go on living like this.
After going through something so terrifying,
losing their homes and maybe even family
members or a close friend, they just continue
living and communicate with people and it is
an amazing thing to see.

One of the women told us that she
was a child during World War Il, and she
knows about the war in our country and
understands our feelings, and she hoped
that everything would work out for us. | was
so happy that someone like her who lived so
far away from Israel knew about the situation
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in our country and to know that she cares
about us definitely touched my heart.

Life in the Base Camp felt like that of one
big family. On the first day they divided us
into four groups having different tasks every
day. It never happened that someone did
not cooperated or helped the others. Having
meals all together felt like living in one big
family and the symbiosis with people | knew
only for few days felt so natural.

Before participating in this project, | never
got the chance to talk to a Palestinian.

| don't have any Arab friend because | live
in the center of the country where there
isn't a large population of Arabs, and so |
did not have any opportunities to meet any
of them. Before the flight | was a little bit
worried whether they were going to judge
me because | am Jewish. But that feeling
disappeared on the very first day when we
all hugged each other and started talking
about the ordinary things that everyone likes
or does at our age.

| feel that the project has given me
confidence and understanding that there
can be co-existence between the two sides
because in the end, all people felt the same
pain, and everybody wants peace.

| believe that | have learned so much from
this journey.

If | hadn't participated in the project I'm
sure that | wouldn’t have met or heard the
other side and | wouldn’t have known what
they think or how they feel; that is something
that really interested me. To know how they
look at us, from the other side.

I'm sure that each and every one here has
a sense of mission and despite the two sides
not always agreed on certain things, we tried
to understand each other and together build
a better future for us, for our families and our
children in the future.
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The first thing | noticed when | arrived Otsuchi-
cho was the beautiful nature. Otsuchi-cho looked
like a perfect place to live in. Such a peaceful place.
But | realized that something was missing; there
was a piece in the puzzle that | couldn't find. A
piece that the tsunami took away with everything
that people of Otsuchi-cho have ever owned. After
a while | realized that the place | was standing in
was a really dark and hopeless one 3 years ago and
that the piece | was looking for to complete my
puzzle was one the most important ones: the one
representing happiness, hope and safety.

During our stay in Otsuchi-Cho and the meetings
with the residents of Otsuchi-cho | realized that
the town does have hope for a better future and
that they are strong enough to rebuild their lives
no matter what and no matter how old they are; |
realised it during one of my favorite volunteer work
at the temporary houses. | enjoued very much to
play volleyball with and against seniors, | had so
much fun and | loved seeing smiles on their faces
the whole time, despite everything they have been
through at their age. While playing with them |
understood the true meaning of losing everything
you have ever had in your entire life.

| loved and at the same time hated sightseeing
in Otsuchi-cho. | loved living the places | once saw
broadcast on television, but | hated it too because
| always remembered the sufferings of the people
who've been through the horrible tsunami. |
hated being able to imagine their thoughts at the
moment when the tsunami hit, looking for family
members, wanting to make sure all are alive and
safe, losing everything you owned, thinking about
the danger you were in and that maybe that one
could have been your last moment.

Seeing the different pictures and videos, made
me think of the situation in Gaza, the wreck and
the amount of losses, whether talking about
belongings or beloved ones. Although both
cases were really sad there was a major difference
between them, the power of nature. Gaza suffers
from losses and sadness caused by human beings.
We can't control the nature, but people can control
their actions and respect the lives of other human
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beings.

| think that this project is a big international
circle of good actions and paying them forward.
We Palestinians and Israelis made our way to Japan
to help people who needed it in rebuilding their
lives and by that we realized that we can work
together, that we can actually build a peace bridge
and share the same house and live together. | hope
that us putting smiles on the faces of Otsuchi-
Cho residents will give them hope and strength
to rebuild their lives and pay our help forward by
helping other people in need and so on.

As an Arab, this is not the first occasion to spend
time with Jewish friends, my peace build journey
started at the age of 2 years old by going to a
mixed kindergarten that has Jewish and Arab kids
together, and by attending “The Hand in Hand”
school for 12 years. | was raised in an environment
where respecting and accepting the other human
beings is an important value. It doesn't matter
if you're Palestinian or Israeli, no one has to be
judged for the nationality or religion. People
respect the others no matter what. I've been taking
part in different programs, I've been spreading this
value for years and I'm not going to stop it now;
hopefully one day, we are all going to look at each
other and say “oh, he's a human being exactly like
me” instead of saying “oh he's a Palestinian” or “oh
he’s Jewish”.

| never assumed that being part of this project
would make me so happy. These have been two of
the most amazing and influential weeks of my life.
| made new friends who instantly became part of
a very unique family, a big international family that
includes Palestinians, Israelis, Japanese and a lovely
[talian. It felt so good to help people all together,
share special moments together and bring back
something to people who weren't as lucky as we
are, at a certain point of their life. | think that this
project made me a better person, someone who
will help others in need, anywhere in this world.
| realized that making people happy and putting
smiles on their faces gave me the best feeling in
the world. Try it; it won't hurt you, | promise! )
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"When | first heard about the earthquake and
Tsunami that occurred in Japan, on Friday 11th
of March 2011, | was surprised but did not have
any special feelings. Now that | spent a week
volunteering in Otsuchi, | realized how amazed |
was by the power of nature and how such beloved
and beautiful waves may cause an immense
destruction.

We have watched videos showing how the four-
meter high wave took over the city and made it
disappeared within seconds.

All of this got me scared. | still wonder: "what if
this happened to my family?" It reminded me of
the situation in Gaza.
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The only difference is that the tsunami is a
natural disaster while the war on Gaza is a man-
made damage that can be stopped.

The suffering on Otsuchi residents’ faces is
obvious. It's inspiring to see how they still have
hope and their will to live in this place where
disasters happen and where they have lost friends
and family members instead of going to a safer
place.

The volunteer work was hard, but fun. We have
learned a lot: how to work in groups, to always
support our team and most importantly, we've
seen the dark face of life.

As a 17 year old, | was capable of making more
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than 20 children smile, during the visit at the
kindergarten. All they needed was a simple hug
that made them feel safe and loved, that would
make them remember me, remember us. Although
it was a small gesture, it made them happy.

By visiting the temporary housing, we managed
to make elderly people smile this time.

| believe the flower planting was a gift for
my mates and . It is their way to thank us, to
remember me and my friends who became like a
family and whom | laughed, cooked, cleaned and
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shared memorable moments with.

Peace is a strong word. It is important to achieve
it by ourselves as someone once mentioned:
"when there is a will there is a way".

If we all communicate with our enemies, if we
compromise and if we are able to forgive them, we
might achieve peace.

This experience will change my life for the better,
for it made me realize how lucky | am. People can
change, and that is one of the main keys to achieve
peace.
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Since the time | heard from my sister about the
volunteer work of helping the survivors of the
tsunami to overcome their tragedy and losses,
by seeing Israelis and Palestinians united to help
them despite the problems and tragedies we go
through, | really wanted to be part of this project. |
was waiting to turn 17 to be accepted, so the time
| strongly wished, finally came. | had the chance to
do my share in helping the people in Otsuchi, for
how much is possible to do as a young boy from
Palestine. On the 5th of August 2014 | was there,
anxious to start my work hand in hand with my
Israeli fellows, who quickly became my friends.

I would like to shortly share my story with
you; | experienced plenty of different feelings
from happiness to sadness, from laughs to tears.
| felt very happy when we were volunteering
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with the summer school kids, as they reminded
me about when | was child and how beautiful
it is to be innocent and happy all the time, with
a beautiful smile on your face no matter what.
When we were at the temporary housing doing
the morning exercises and playing volleyball | felt
good somehow, because | was helping someone
suffering, by trying to make him happy and
smile; at the same time seeing them smiling and
laughing made me feel very sad as | remembered
my grandmother (that was around their age), her
smile and her laugh, and knew how hard it is to
lose someone so dear. But life goes on and, as |
moved forward with my life after | lost my beloved
ones, they found their way of going on. This is life
and you can't be happy all the time; for example,
when we went sightseeing and we were standing
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in the exact place where the tsunami happened, |
was told that only 15 of the 120 people were
gathered at the town hall survived. | was
shocked and | asked myself what were the
reasons that stopped those 120 people from
surviving the impact? Was it fear that made
them unable to escape? Why?

After two days there was a rock festival
next to the sea, in another place hit by the
tsunami. We went there as a volunteer group
to help the way of cars to the parking of the
festival; in my opinion it was interesting to
see how we were able to communicate with
the Japanese local volunteer without having
a common language to speak. It was also fun
to see how we were able to involve the few
people that were attending to come dance
with us in front of the stage, as they were
just waiting for a push to have fun.

As for the life at the base camp, | have to
say that | felt like at home; we were a small
family, cooking, cleaning, sharing time and
sleeping together no matter where we came
from or what was our relation; | am pretty
sure that | will miss those moments very
much. To conclude with the experience of
the volunteer work, | was so happy to hear
that a section of the new escape route to the
mountain will be named “Peace Bridge for
Japan” and that on its sidewalks there will be
the flowers we planted on our last day.

| would like now to talk about the second
part of the project we spent in JICA center.
On our way to Tokyo | was wondering
how this part of the project would be, the
volunteer work was finished, what was still
left to do in JICA? During the volunteer part
in Otsuchi we were all keeping ourselves
from talking about the conflict as we didn’
t want it to affect our relationship; once
we reached Tokyo and started our second
day’s activities, we had the chance to hear
the other side sufferings, and to let the
Israelis, who never heard our side of the
story, listen to us. It was really amazing
the way we listened to each other without
interrupting, simply listening, respecting,
understanding; the staff was afraid that it
would create problems between us but | for
me, this sharing moment made me respect
and understand more the Israeli participants,
their way of thinking and their sufferings.
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In general the program in JICA was fun as
we shared our feelings and played together
beautiful ice breaking games that really
helped us to get to know each other more,
to strengthen the bond between each one
of us, to discover our personalities and to
improve the ability of listening, analyzing
and then speaking. | think | gained a lot from
this project: to build my personality better,
to be a better person in my community, to be
more understanding and to always use my
ears before my mouth.

| would like to add one thing, which
| should have mentioned before, but |
hesitated a bit: at the Center of the Tokyo
Raids and War Damage, | felt like | was
visiting a museum about Gaza. Unfortunately
the first impression | had when | saw the
pictures of Tokyo during the war was the
same | had looking at the pictures on the
social media or watching the news about the
loss of all the civilians in Gaza, in my country.
My respect goes also to all the Israeli
civilians who were killed because of this war;
nobody has the right to make himself God
and take the lives of others that was given
by God. As everybody knows now there are
problems between Arabs and Jews in the
state of Israel and | honestly thought that
this project would be very difficult, or even
impossible to realize, | was expecting it to
be cancelled at any moment. Fortunately the
project took place and | think it gave us back
hope that it is always possible to rebuild the
bond and relationship between lIsraelis and
Palestinians. | will try as much as | can to
be a peacemaker in my society and then in
my country, | hope; and | hope this project
will continue and succeed in making peace
between Israelis and Palestinians. | also hope
that we, the seeds of this project, will grow
being fruitful people, to spread peace among
our families, friends and schools because
peace is like a bird that can’t be kept in a
cage; it needs to go out and fly to be free.
For this reason, peace is a word that needs
to be freed from just being in our hearts,
it needs to go to the others. Thank you,
Nicolas.
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A notion with more angles
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A notion with more angles

Our few yet very rich days in japan were
definitely a life experience for each and every
one of us in the Peace Bridge Project group.
From start to finish, we learned how to work
together as a team in order to do simple acts of
kindness for people who might have required
our caring support. During our week in
Otsuchi, we got to engage in several activities
with the people living there: from helping
to clean a field for the community, to bring
joy to kindergarten children and breaking
the daily routine of elderly people living in
temporary houses, not forgetting other several
touching activities with the precious people
of Otsuchi. In the midst of it all | personally
discovered how important it is sometimes to
put the others first, in order to experience the
true happiness and satisfaction that comes
only through providing the joy to others and
opening our heart to them.
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The way | see it today, Peace Bridge is
the foundation for building a bridge to our
minds, to help give us a more open-minded
interpretation of the world. In other words
| actually got the chance to listen to others’
standing points for once, and to be in their
shoes even for a second. Consequently, | am
now more aware that the world is larger than
what | might perceive of it after all, and in the
end we all are simply HUMANS; we all have a
story to tell and we all have an entity in this
world yet, above all, through our joys and
sufferings in this life we get united.

And as a wise person once said “The sun
was given to all. It does not shine on the few.
So, just as nature is indifferent to our station
or situation, we need to know that we are all
equal. We need to focus on the things that are
constant and not place our values on things
that can be blown away with the next great,
wind.”
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| expect that the other participants have already
written very beautifully about the scenery and
the warmth of the people in Otsuchi town, lwate,
about the preciousness of peace and about
the beautiful sense of community and cultural
exchange, that three countries' youths (4, counting
Italian staff Stella) have built during our time
together. | am not going to try to duplicate their
efforts. Instead, | want to give you what | hope is a
unique perspective, by sharing an honest account
of my inner thoughts, and the ways in which this
tour defied my expectations- | greatly benefited
from this tour, but not in the ways | expected. The
things | expected were to feel a sense of fulfillment
and contribution by doing volunteer activity in the
damaged area in Tohoku, which | had not been to
for 3 years after the earthquakes and the tsunami
and to support mutual understanding between
Israeli and Palestinian participants through hard
discussion about their countries' issues. However,
this turned out not to be the case as our stay in
Tohoku was too short to accomplish anything
big and the Israelis and Palestinians were already
on good terms with each other when we met
in Tokyo. On the airplane on their way to Japan,
they mutually decided not to discuss the conflict
and throughout the project, we lived and worked
happily together without any dispute. | was initially
somewhat disappointed that | did not have the
opportunity to make a difference, but later the
experience yielded precious and unexpected
fruits.

My experiences got me thinking about
"altruism." | spent a lot of money and time to
reach Tokyo various times for the pre-study part
of the project; | experienced various easy and fun
"volunteer activities" in Otsuchi town; and had the
fatiguing but fun experience of being suddenly
nominated as the official photographer for the tour
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on the morning of our departure. What makes
people work as volunteers? Frankly speaking, | was
getting tired of "giving" while taking photos of my
friends enjoying themselves with my high spec
but heavy DSLC, and sacrificing sleep in order to
edit and upload the photos on the Internet. Why
do | have to give so much more than the others
do? However, | realized | had been fully repaid by
the participants with passionate hugs and earnest
compliments on my work, by the old couple having
invited us all to their house in Otsuchi town, and by
the staff of Otsuchi “Thank-You Rock Festival” with
their candid sharing of their real experience during
the short time we spent together.

All of the dishes we tasted together and the
serene, beautiful scenery of Otsuchi town were
also blessings, but | did not realize how much | was
given and | just complained. At the final sharing
session of the workshop in Tokyo, a girl said, "When
| get back to my country, | am going to volunteer as
much as | can because | am so blessed that | have
opportunities to volunteer." The words came to my
heart directly and stuck there. The experiences in
Otsuchi have taught us that. We should not forget
it.

Moreover, the project made me think about
identity. There were three Jewish participants,
all of different origin and appearance. It was a
wonder for me to see that they all identified
themselves as Jews because Japanese people
have a homogenous appearance and it is easy
to distinguish Japanese from other people. In
addition to that, one of them once said in casual
conversation that the history of Jews is a sort
of a curse - to hear that made me realize that |,
as a Japanese person probably have no idea of
the burdens they carry with them. Meanwhile,
a Palestinian with Israeli nationality told me she
grew up with Jewish neighbors. She interacts with
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classmates and neighbors in Israeli culture without
thinking about the person's race. At the same time,
however, she is constantly reminded that she is
different from the surrounding people by offensive
anti-Palestinian graffiti on the wall. If | were she,
and could identify myself as neither genuine Israeli
nor genuine Palestinian... | cannot imagine how |
would feel.

Finally, let me tell you that the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict is no longer "somebody else's affair" to me.
Due to my work editing and compiling photos and
video from the tour, it is now after the completion
of the project that | am writing this report. Even
now, the participants still keep in touch with each
other on social networks. One day a person in Israel
wrote, "2 missiles struck near my house last night
but we are all safe." As soon as | saw the post, | got
so worried about my friends in Israel. Ms. Inoue, the
president of the NPOQ, earlier told us it is important
to take the notion "never-someone else's problem"
to our heart in order to build peace. She is right.
Thinking of our beloved people in the conflict area
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makes me feel very uneasy. This feeling also made
me realize that they live with this kind of feeling
every day. It is human nature to will happiness for
the people we love and to feel like doing anything
for the sake of their peaceful life. However, if we
actually want to achieve that peace and happiness,
the youth of our generation must apply our minds
to the issues we face and turn that sentiment into
concrete action.

Those 2 weeks were purely joyful time and |
feel dizzy when | remember those days. TV and
other media will remind me of the Israelis and
Palestinians with whom | became close. Again
and again in my daily life, | will remember with
gratitude our time living together in the Tohoku
area and | will continue hoping for the happiness
of all the people | met there. We had little impact
on Otsuchi or peace building between Israel
and Palestine. Nevertheless, the experience will
remain the participants' minds as a key to recall the
essence of human happiness.
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Before stating my feeling about the project, |
would like to thank all of the people involved in
it. Although the relationship between Israel and
Palestine is under extreme tension, all of the Israeli
and Palestinian participants could visit Japan and
take part in the whole program. | owe this success to
you.

The reason why | participated in the project is that
| wanted to face the recovery from the earthquake
and warfare, after the exchange program | had in
China. | wanted to visit again the places affected by
the earthquake and tsunami, to learn how it is the
situation now and contribute to help the local people.
In addition, | thought it was a good opportunity for
me to interact directly with Israeli and Palestinian
students. | had never met Israelis and Palestinians
before, so | wanted to know better what happened
in their countries.

From the point of view of the recovery from
the earthquake, | felt that it took so much time
to reconstruct Otsuchi-cho after the earthquake
happened. Although big amounts of debris
were taken away, almost all of the buildings and
houses were wiped away by the tsunami. Only the
basements of the houses are left in Otsuchi-cho, as
the last time | visited. Three and half years passed
since the earthquake happened, but the recovery
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did not advance well. Victims are living until now in
temporally housing. As the time passes, the mass
media stopped broadcasting news related to the
earthquake and tsunami anymore. Memories of the
earthquake are gradually fading, but local people
have to keep living in severe condition. | felt | should
not forget this tragedy even if mass media stop
broadcasting it.

Meanwhile, when | met and interacted with local
people in the temporary housing, the elementary
school and the rock festival, | felt there were strong
connections within local people that is helpful
to rebuild the town. Indigenous people living in
temporally housing often participate in activities
to make strong relationship with their neighbors.
They treat their neighbors like family members;
they support each other and their community. | was
moved by their strong bonds. Furthermore, in the
rock festival, the young people that are managing
it impressed me. They took part in it as volunteers
in order to contribute to make their hometown vital
and to express appreciation for the supporters. The
man | did traffic control with said that he worked in
Tokyo for 15 years after graduating from high school,
but last year he came back to Otsuchi to contribute
to the recovery of his hometown. The younger
generation growing up in Tohoku must be playing an

SMEDE - EFESMEE 57



important role in reconstructing former towns. They
warmly welcomed our volunteer visitors from Israel
and Palestine, explained what happened in March 11
and told us how important daily life is. | was moved
by their attitude and by the strong ties within the
local community.

Regarding the warfare, | was strongly shocked
when Israeli and Palestinian participants talked
about their daily life. After we visited Tokyo Air Raid
Museum, they said they have to take 2 hours for
an inspection every day in their country. They have
to refrain from going to the crowd to avoid suicide
bomb attack. Although | knew what happened in
Israel and Palestine through Japanese newspaper or
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TV, their experiences were so lively that they made
me feel like close incidents. Japan also experienced
tragic moments during World War 1l , but Japanese
people gradually forgot this history. However, there
are so many conflicts and wars not only in Israel and
Palestine but also all over the world. Many young
people and children are involved in these tragedies,
hurt by them physically and psychologically. Since
| did not have opportunities to hear about such
experiences in Japan, interacting with Israeli and
Palestinian students reminded me such serious
realities. It was one of the biggest experiences for me
to learn what peace is, through Israeli and Palestinian
friends.
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The first thing | realized when | entered the
town of Otsuchi was that the flow of time
there, was much slower than the one of Tokyo.
People living in Tokyo hardly recall about the
earthquake. The earthquake did not affect
many people’s lives. However, the atmosphere
in Otsuchi was fairly different. Some of the
devastated buildings were kept and there
was a vast plain area because of the delay in
reconstructions; the view made me feel that
the time had stopped since 3.11. | thought that
the afflicted area was still in the middle of the
disaster. What especially struck me were gigantic
piles of rubbles that | saw on the way to the
public bath in Kamaishi. They were collected and
piled, though quietly remaining there, as they
were forgotten. The view of the piles overlapped
with 3.11 itself, which is disappearing from
people’s minds in spite of uncompleted recovery,
and | felt really sorry for that.

Secondly, for the first time | was able to see
the victims as individuals. Information from TV
and newspapers treats victims as a mass and
does not focus on individuals. Therefore, each
personality loses its uniqueness and is ascribed
to meaningless signals. However, by visiting
the actual places to see destructed buildings,
hearing about victims’ experiences and seeing
graphic photographs, | could understand that
all victims, those who died, those who remain
missing and those who lost their beloved ones,
had different stories. | remembered that | had
the same feeling when | visited the Holocaust
museum in Jerusalem this March. The museum
guide said: “the aim of the museum is to
retrieve the faces of six million victims”. What
| experienced in Otsuchi might be the same
thing, as the attempt of the Holocaust museum.
It was a meaningful occasion to remind myself
of the disaster, especially when 3.11 is gradually
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becoming a part of the history.

In Otsuchi, regardless of nationalities, all
participants prayed together for the alleviation
of grief and the prompt reconstruction of the
town. We laughed together, cried together and
sometimes upset the staffs together for being
too loud at night. In JICA, however, stories that
Israelis and Palestinians told us reminded me
that they were from a conflict zone. Especially,
when they shared their personal experiences of
having troubles because of the conflict | clearly
understood that their daily lives were somehow
negatively influenced, and they led their lives
with fear. Japanese youngsters, who had lived in
a peaceful environment their whole lives, barely
understood that peace is not what naturally exists
but it is what should be sustained with great
efforts. In other words, Japanese students - of
course including me - are insensitive to the issues
of peace. Therefore, Japanese participants were
reminded of the fragility and preciousness of daily
life and the difficulty of making and sustaining
peace.

It is hard to realize peace, and yet at the same
time, it is possible to build good interpersonal
relationships. The fact that there were no fights
among the participants during the project proved
it. We are too weak to solve huge conflicts within
states, religions and ethnic groups. However, we
can resist the big flow of hatred and create small
peace between persons. Mother Teresa said: “What
can you do to promote world peace? Go home and
love your family”. Let us first create a small peace
within our families and friends so that it can grow
to a bigger one. All the participants believe in the
power of actions and they desire to work for peace
in their own ways. Among numerous lessons |
acquired through the project, the greatest fruit
was the hope for peace we discovered under the
current harsh situation.
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Just before the project started, the news report
about the escalation of the tension between Israel
and Palestine repetitively showed up on TV. These
media reports made me unsure if all of us could get
along. Despite the concerns, Israeli and Palestinian
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participants looked very close when | first saw
them at Tokyo station. As we introduced ourselves
to each other in the train, | could immediately
sense that the countries of origin or the religions
did not prevent us from bonding. Now looking



back, after two weeks, | can say that the impression
| had at the time was correct, but | realized that it
was not quite the entire story.

Through experiencing all the volunteer works,
cooking meals and sharing food and bedrooms, |
was able to look at each personality without any
label regarding their nationality. Everyone with
different personality and identity could find a place
for her/his own in the group. | truly appreciate that
we got along very well and there were no fights.
Therefore, | almost forgot that their countries were
in conflict against each other. Only when some of
them murmured about the ongoing situation back
in the countries, | realized that they are actually
going through hard time.

One thing | have noticed is that when they talked
about the war, they assumed that the enemy was
an ambiguous, intangible entity to fight against,
instead of imagining their actual friends sitting in
front of them. The Israeli - Palestinian conflict is not
a conflict among individuals. It is a conflict among
unclear large bodies, which might attack people
and their family. Such a conflict does not need to
prevent any friendship between individuals.

Life in Otsuchi-cho opened my eyes about how
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beautiful it is to live in a close-knitted community
in a beautiful sight surrounded by nature. As | grew
up in the city area where neighbors are almost
strangers, | even felt jealous for such a calm and
simple life. It is not hard to understand why people
stick to their homeland despite the risk of Tsunami
after 3.11. It is simply because life there is full of
energy and hope.

Those two weeks gave me an insight and
generated a new question regarding my life. The
insight is that | can still be welcome to make the
difference in an issue | am not directly involved, as
long as | have a will. Until | volunteered in Otsuchi-
cho, I was not sure about how residents would feel
about us coming in, doing small volunteer works
and leaving after a week. | do not think we made
a huge difference, but the people looked happy
while spending time with us. Making someone
else happy by expressing love and care is the
whole point of life according to me. The question
that arose in me is about the position from which
| would like to make the difference: Should |
belong to a larger organization to have a broader
influence, or should | be an individual worker? | will
try my best to find the right answer.
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This project was really challenging for me. In this
project, | built two “Peace Bridges” in Otsuchi-cho
and Tokyo.

| built the one bridge with the victims of Tohoku in
the first part of the project. Three things impressed
me so much during the volunteer activities. First, the
story told by Mr. Kanayama who started a program
called “Nanohana” was meaningful to me. Following
the story about his painful activity, which consists in
removing debris of the disaster from the river and
planting flowers, he mentioned the story about
some high-school students. According to his story,
the high school’s students did volunteer activities
in order to evacuate children and most of them
became orphans because of the earthquake, on the
same day. When | listened to the story, | felt sorry
because those high school students and | are of the
same generation. Furthermore, it was regrettable
that | could do nothing for them except for watching
the news on TV from Tokyo. | hope “Nanohana” will
bloom and spread in the next spring around the river.

The second thing that impressed me was to watch
the video of Mr. and Mrs. Oikawa, which were not
broadcasted on TV. In those videos, Tsunami was
described as a big “black curtain” that swallowed the
whole city including the prevention wall and many
houses. Visiting the city, seeing the broken walls and
on the way to the public bath in Kamaishi-Shi next
to Otsuchi-cho [ finally understood how Tsunami
was terrible to them. When we sang to Mr. and Mrs.
Oikawa the song “Flower Will Bloom” as gratitude
for showing us the video and their hospitality, | was
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able to see their carefree smile and their faces that
impressed me a lot.

The last impressive thing is about a person of the
staff of the rock festival | had the chance to volunteer
with. He used to dislike his own hometown and
tried to leave there until the earthquake happened.
However, the disaster made him finally notice the
good things of his hometown. According to his
experience, he saved himself by grabbing a pole
though he swallowed into the Tsunami. In his
testimony, the population and the connections of the
town faced many problems. | found that a problem
concerns the elderly that remained alone all day long
after the collapse of the community center because
of the tsunami and earthquake. The most important
thing is the volunteer activity that connects people,
in order to remake communities. In order to resolve
the invisible problems, we need to keep on doing
volunteer in the long term. The Peace Bridge has yet
to come.

On the second part of the project, we made a
“Peace Bridge” between Israelis and Palestinians.
Judging from their stories things shown from
the media are influenced by the positions of the
authors. By taking part in this project, participants
can probably solve the problem from the bottom
despite the conflict. Although they were able to
get along with each other thanks to the activities,
| would rather say that they had it already in
their minds. As a conclusion, | believe we were
able to make a “Peace Bridge” regardless of their
nationality or religion.
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| spent two amazing weeks with my dear
friends. | have many things | would like to
write but | will just share the best things and
moments. It is very important to go actually
to the spot and make friends there.

| joined the study tour last March. | visited
Israel and Palestine and | made amazing
friends from both sides. | was so shocked
when | heard the news about the conflict.
| hoped, from the bottom of my heart, that
they were all fine and safe. For me, the
conflict was not “something happening in
far countries”, but “what was happening
in my friends’ countries”. For this reason, |
considered the conflict as a problem directly
related to me. My motivation to join this
kind of peace project is the will of doing
everithing | can for my friends’ peace.

The same happened when | visited
Otsuchi-cho, which was damaged by the
earthquake. When the earthquake happened,
I was living in Yamaguchi. Though | saw
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the news about the earthquake, | could
not imagine what was really happening.
However, staying in Otsuchi-cho for a
week and communicating with local
people through the volunteer activity,
made me feel much closer to the disaster
area, Tohoku. By working as a volunteer,
| learned a lot from people living there.
Meeting nice people in Otsuchi-cho made
me consider Tohoku as “the place where my
friends live”, not as “somewhere far from
me”. | will probably not be able to help the
suffering people, but | decided to keep my
relationship with Tohoku after this project;
this because it is not just something | have
watched on television, but it is a place |
visited and people | met.

| want to treasure the bonds | have
created with my dear friends and the
connection between Tohoku and me; |
would also like to do my best to facilitate
peace.
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For many reasons | can say that the project
this year has been a special one. Since the
beginnings, many factors threatened the
fulfillment of this edition of the “Peace Bridge
for Japan”. Starting from the troubles with
the Visas, the war in Gaza, the uncertainty
until the last moment about the closure of Tel
Aviv airport, the possible problems or fights
between lIsraeli and Palestinian participants
while living together or the only few
volunteer works left to do in Otsuchi.. Despite
everything, we had the grace of making also
this edition a success. It was possible just
thanks to the cooperation of the Japanese
Embassy in Tel Aviv, to the efforts of Caritas
Japan in Otsuchi-cho, to the dedication of all
the people that worked at the realization of
the project and mainly thanks to Ms. Inoue,
her power, her positivity and her true faith in
peace.

It was my fourth time being responsible for
Israeli and Palestinian youth and the third time
volunteering in Otsuchi-cho, but | felt honored
as the first time to be given once this amazing
opportunity. Otsuchi-cho is slowly recovering
and implementing the rehabilitation plan before
starting to rebuilt the town. It was painful to
stand on the remaining basement of the colorful
and beloved Caritas Japan base, but demolition
was the only possible way to start the works of
elevation of the land.

Due to the previous years’ experience, | knew
that the volunteer work and our contribution
to the town recovery would be less, but at least
we could show our interest and our sympathy to
the people of Otsuchi. They were very grateful
for our presence, for have been coming from far
away to spend some time together, but | can say
that it was all our pleasure and honor to meet
such strong and courageous people.

One example is Mr. Kanayama, whom | had
the fortune to meet for the second time. The
“Nanohana” project is proceeding, but the
light in his eyes while he was talking about
the moment preceding and following the
earthquake and tsunami was still the same.
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Despite the painful moments and memories
the river gave him, since three and a half
years he is working hard every day to leave a
tangible sign of the victims’ lives on this land.

| found another example of strength in Mr.
and Mrs. Oikawa, who opened the doors of
their house and of their hearts to us. It was
painful to hear the details of their story and
to realize once again how human beings are
completely powerless in front of the power
of nature. | was shaken by many parts of
their story like: the moments the tsunami
was getting closer, or the details of life in the
community center without food or water;
but when Mr. Oikawa said that he could not
go back to play the piano since the tsunami
because of the trauma he had, it touched me a
lot.

Not to forget the strength and hope
we found in the eyes of all the kids in the
kindergarten and those of the elderly who,
despite the tragedy they lived and their
temporary accommodations, came to play
volleyball with us.

Like the previous years, quickly came the
moment to leave Otsuchi-cho and to start
the second part of the project. | can say
that during the stay in Otsuchi the group
became very united, defining themselves as
an “international family” and building a good
base for the next step. The first experience in
Tokyo was in the Centre of the Tokyo Raids and
War Damage, and it was very touchy for all the
participants. The days in JICA were very fruitful
for the consolidation of the relationships in
the group created during the first part of the
project and for the mutual understanding or
comprehension of “the other”.

I am now writing from my house in Italy
and my thought that this was probably the
last edition for the people in Tohoku makes
me very sad. It is important for the people in
Otsuchi to know that even if next year we are
not having our project in Japan, we will always
remember you and pray for the full recovery of
your amazing land.
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The first thought | had before the project, was
that due to the hard situation back in our countries
this year’s edition would have been a very difficult
one. On the other hand | have always had faith
in the purpose of the project in the way the
project deals with hard situations according to the
previous years’ experiences; for this reason | can
say that the project of this year was a success from
two different perspectives. First of all by bringing
students from Israel and Palestine together despite
the hard situation in their home countries and
making them live together in harmony and second
by seeing how friendship was built between
them and how they were standing up for each; it
showed me how strong the relation was getting.
So generally, the idea is: how can a project be
successful in such a way despite the very hard
situation? The only possible answer is that, there
are many people and youngsters who want to
live in peace and harmony with their neighbors.
Whoever says that Israelis and Palestinians don’
t want to live together is wrong; historically Jews
and Palestinians have always been neighbors, the
only thing that changed was the name.

Now let us go back to the project itself: the
experience in Otsuchi of this year was a mixture
of feelings for me. It was hard to see how slow
the reconstruction was going on and, seeing
how much time people still need to stay in the
temporary housing, made me think how much
more they need to suffer; also seeing that they
moved the graves to raise the level of the land,
made me think that neither the dead people
could find rest before and after the tsunami. One
personal thing that touched me was to see the
base camp of last year demolished, it was such a
sad feeling to remember the beautiful memories
we had there and how many happy and sad
moments were shared in there; nevertheless
after | saw the smile on the local people’s faces
| understood how difficult it is to smile and to
overcome the pain, but they did it. It gave me
strength to see how people who lost so much
can still smile and gave me the courage to smile
no matter what. As for the life in the base camp
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this year, it can be described easily as the one of
a big happy family cleaning together, cooking,
sharing the same room, working together with
such a happy spirit; we created also a beautiful
relationship of mutual respect between the staff
responsible of the project and the students.

Suddenly the time to leave the base camp
arrived. It was hard for all of us, but we were
heading to Tokyo and personally | was looking
forward to this moment for two main reasons:
the first one is obviously because | consider this
one the most important part of the project and
the second because this year for the first time
we were going to visit the museum dedicated to
the bombardment of Tokyo during World War
. I was surprised to know how many casualties
there were in Tokyo and shocked to realize that
nobody ever talked about it, ever!!! It was a nice
and very hurting experience at the same time,
to see the suffering caused by the loss of friends
and families. Finally, the moment | was waiting for
since the beginning came; the part of workshops
and sharing and the moment in which | realized
that the project was successful. A small problem
happened during our stay in JICA and, as | said
before, the students stood up together facing
the problem and agreeing on how it was better
to deal with it, without anyone telling them; also
during the sharing time about how the conflict
have affected their lives from the begging till now,
| was very happy to see how they were listening
respectfully to each other, attentively and without
interrupting, each one took his time to share his
experience freely.

As for myself, growing up alongside of the
project, made me realize how much | changed
since 2005, | am a totally different person now,
much more mature and responsible; for this reason
I would like to thank first of all Ms. Hiroko for being
such a supportive and important person in my life
and definitely a family for me, and Father Ibrahim
Faltas for giving me the opportunity to be part
of this project back in 2005. | hope | can do more
and more for the continuity of the project and its
success, in any possible way.
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The meaning of our project

During the project, | always questioned to
myself: “Is our project worth to do?” | made
myself this question many times, because
we could realize these projects thanks to the
donation of the supporters; | felt how difficult
it is to collect funds and consequently how
important they are, especially during the
requests of donations through the crowdfunding
program “Ready For”.

However, my answer to the question is that |
cannot judge whether it is worth or not, because

68

Koji ASANO

AZy7T
@ Staff of NPO Helping Children in the Holy Land

RIZWERETLH DN, L L, BRELTED
LNBITITRVHTRZITF IR T &2,

VLEZS [Zo7ay=s Mgl A MifEdd 50
2] OISR LT [F22HBrcE ] L&z 7
HHTH 5,

DHAHA MAANELTIE, ZLEERIENTE,
fliffinid -7z Ll HBHMK, A AT - 8L A
FF - AR, FLHEEOTH AL ->TIED 570
VI MILZRITNE bR, £D2HIiE. T'a
TV MEL. BINBELOBNR) /L, £72HS
L2 2 MR - RETEZZLHIHE TS
VENRHLLKL D, €LT PLTHHESORE
Z, FESOEOFHIO—ImEHZ 25 B,

WIS, TaT 2 NeHR IS SEOBNE
NELIEN20H 5,

12HIZ, RAZ v T7DNEELTORERTE, £
7Tay 7 bOHMO®EY), HEONRZDOXIHINE
L. KROFMZH) AT HR>TN DI ETZ,

2OHIZ, —AD “KiE LLTOERE, Zhik
PO FRNZZ LT G EN D, 72720
PEIDERIZ, FALWEOIT, REEHTHS
TELIERBELAIZL TV,

CHE MR BHIT4720, A YFIRICHE DL
Tl FRAELTUV s bR ERICEBTE
ZLICEDLEHOSER L TCWA, 3 EOBINHEY
ZLO, XEBEOERE 1)) - IELT TS o744
DRk BEHPRL LT,

of the purpose of our project. The purpose is
to help Israeli and Palestinian and Japanese
youth to recognize each other, to make good
friendships and to become people who make
peace. | intend to describe this concept, dividing
the idea into two.

First, it is about whether they could recognize
each other and become friends; honestly, | doubt
they could recognize each other but | felt that
they could make good friendships. Nevertheless,
| cannot judge the long lasting friendships after
the project.

Second, it is about whether they will become



people for peace. Some participants said: “l want
to work for peace”. However, | cannot know the
outcomes now. It needs about 10 or 20 years to
judgeit.

For these reasons, | conclude that | cannot
judge right now. Of course, the project is very
valuable for me. However, we should make it
valuable for our organization, for Israel-Palestine-
Japan and for our supporters. Therefore, we
must keep in touch with them and make an
effort to enhance friendships between them
after project. In addition, we would like to help
them in during their growth and to spread peace
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We are one family

During our stay in Otsuchi this year, Mr.
and Mrs. Oikawa are the couple | will not
forget. They did us many favors: some staff
could sleep over their house, they invited
all of us for tea, and we sang all together
accompanied by Yacoub with piano, still
more, Mrs. Oikawa gave each of us a lovely
hand-made souvenir. It was a beautiful
time of relaxation and refreshment. For the
event of “Peace Meeting”, her friends as
well as Mr. Oikawa came along to help us
wearing yukatas. It was a nice and joyful
scene of living interchange beyond races and
generations, | thought.

The words from a Palestinian girl, who
grew up through the time of conflict, are

in their countries.

Finally, I would like to express two wishes to
the participants after project. First, as a staff
member, | wish they become people for peace,
as purpose of this project. Second, as a friend, |
wish that they have a happy and peaceful life. |
am looking forward to meeting all of them again
soon.

As | end this report, | would like to thank each
of you, participants and supporters, with all my
heart for your cooperation; | am very happy to
be a stuff of this organization and to achieve this
project.

WA DOPTE 7S LATF
DEED B ADAED %L,
—ODRBFED I HIAPRL
AN LSAESTET-FEY
TY) Lo FLTERKICED
M7= KEBIT DN 4 31 ) & 12
HETHDLEERT [FADH]
MEICEXTWLE] EiEoTs
SEPELFAD LI -7,
DRI R K E DL D, HEIdE TOHHIE
Lol REEOIIEFITIEHLE TS

left deep in my heart: “Here in Otsuchi,
both Israeli and Palestinian, stayed
together just like one family without a bit
of fear nor uneasiness. This has been the
happiest time in my life. As | saw those
local people in Otsuchi who had survived
the big disaster, | decided to live on stiff
and strong. Let’s step forward to build a
peaceful world beyond conflicts and wars.”
With many thanks to all the supporters.
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“Peace is difficult.”

Today’s newspaper, 28th of August 2014, reports
that Israel and Hamas officials reached a ceasefire
agreement before two days, after the intense
conflict in Gaza strip. On June 12th, three Israeli
teenagers were kidnapped by some Palestinian
Islamic entity. Reportedly, Israeli side retaliated
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® Shinsha Zenko-ji, Gensho-in, The Buddhist chief priest
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of the kidnapping by murdering a Palestinian
boy. These matters intensified badly the tension
between the two sides, resulting in more than
2,100 casualties in Gaza strip by August. Thus, we
can say that our project was in the midst of both
physical and mental hostility between Israelis and
Palestinians.

In May, before everything happened, | started



working for the project, with the first role as
an interviewer in the selection of Israeli and
Palestinian participants. After a while, the situation
in Gaza exacerbated as mentioned above. This
made me concerned if the prospective participants
still wanted to come to Japan, to be a part of the
Peace Bridge project without knowing if the war
would end anytime soon. | remember well that the
anxiety penetrated among the staffs, not knowing
if the project could continue or not. The sentence:
“it is meaningful to carry out the project because
of the hard situation,” said from the president Ms.
Inoue, settled the course of action. This is how we
decided to take this challenge, but again, to be
honest, | was not yet sure at the time.

On the 5th of August | took the Shinkansen
(bulletin train), where all the participants from
three countries were supposed to be on board
from Tokyo station. By seeing the group of
youngsters, our participants, | have realized that
the atmosphere among them was different from
the one there was between the participants last
year. Despite my thought about participants
feeling awkward between each other’s or stern,
indeed, they looked unusually happy. Later | heard
that they were like that since they arrived at Narita
airport.

With some extent of relief, we reached Otsuchi-
cho. The town looked much more organized and
calm than the year before and therefore, our group
did not have a lot to do as volunteer works. Since
| did not have an opportunity to visit temporary

RINZKEDHET, WK LRFDOHRERERES

housings this year, as | did a year before, | could not
tell if the residents were feeling better than before.
In any case, this year’s biggest concern of this
year's project was if young participants including
Japanese could live together soundly.

As a whole, trying to ignore trivial issues, the
youth did a lot better than my expectations. They
seemed to try hard to understand each other,
despite their countries were fighting each other.
However, it remained questionable if they put
themselves in the other side’s shoes. Although it
may be too harsh to expect from the youngsters,
| believe that in order to transform the fight into
mutual understanding, to reconciliation, and
to peace, by putting yourself in other person’s
shoes, is of primary importance.

| have been thinking what we require to build
real peace in the middle of fighting just like in
the situation we had this year, especially from a
perspective of Buddhism. In fact, it is difficult to
make understand, even to Japanese, the idea of
peace building according to Buddha; it is even
harder to explain it to people who do share
the culture and religion. Therefore, what | have
written above is the best | could take away from
this years’ experience. | believe this is a common
value with the spirit of “life come together and
support each other,” that | learned two years
ago.

In Buddhism, it is said that all things in
universe have a life, from a tiny stone on a street
to human beings like us.

Listen to Mr. and Mrs. Oikawa’ s experiences at the time when they were struck by the disaster.
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Project Participants

General Representative

Hiroko INOUE
(President of NPO Helping Children in the Holy Land)

Responsibles of Israeli and Palestinian Delegation

Stella PEDRAZZINI
(Representative of John Paul II Foundation)

Ya' coub GHAZZAWI

Japanese Staff
Hiroko INOUE (Director of Executive Committee)
Koji ASANO  (Executive Committee)
Noriko TASEI (Executive Committee)
Rev. Takakazu FUKUSHIMA

(Executive Committee /
Nagano Zenko-ji, Gensho-in,
Buddhist chief priest)



BEZME Young Participants

A1 XAZTIV Israel
ANV z— (%) Hen SHER (F)
B RVAVA (42) Gal BABA (F)
A=/ AV (5) Mor NIXON (M)
INLAFF Palestine
AR INVY—=F (&) AAFTIVEEE) Mais ERSHIED (F) (Israeli Nationality)
TY—h-T T3 (%) Wassim ALAMI (M)
—asA-H¥ua (B) Nicolas GHAZZAWI (M)
TAR T FOA (%) Dima TADROS (F)
SF:N Japan
R A () (EHER) Yuuki NAKANO (F) (Executive Committee)
Ky HA (%) Natsuki OBA (F)
NG Rih (%) Tenchi KAWAHASHI (M)
& Fh (%) Haruka TONEGAWA (F)
fH e (&) Haruka UEDA (F)
g gt (%) Tetsuya SAITO (M)

KAEETFROEERT A9, BXE IS FLULA-THERILEXE L CESL B
Vo MBEFETOAZ I REFRUS A AIZET30%, COEAPLRE, B

Looking down the center of Otsuchi-cho from a hill. Reconstruction
has been proceeding at a sluggish pace though more than three years
have passed since the great disaster. At that time, people saw the huge *
tsunami rushing to and destroying their town from the hill.
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Collaborators

Co-organizer in Israel/Palestine
John Paul II Foundation for the Middle East
(Fr. Ibrahim Faltas, President)

Collaborators in Japan
Cooperated by: Japan International Cooperation Agency

Cooperated also by:
Embassy of Israel in Japan
General Mission of Palestine in Japan
Caritas Japan Otsuchi Base
Ecclesiastical Province of Nagasaki

France Travel Center S.A

Charity Event
Noriko IEDA (Fujiwara Opera)
Ryoko TAKITA (Fujiwara Opera)
Shadi BASHIYT (Almina Kanda,Tokyo)

Executive Committee
Hiroko INOUE (Chair person)
Saeko INAGAKI
Koji ASANO
Futaba SHINOHARA
Yuuki NAKAO
Takakazu FUKUSHIMA
Noriko TASEI

(In random order)
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