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Visit to the former Otsuchi Town Hall in ruins on the first day. The great
tsunami claimed the lives of the mayor and many employees.The clock has
stopped ticking exactly at the moment of the Tsunami.A prayer site was built by
the townspeople in front of the ruins with a stone statue of Jizo.
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Final “Bond-building Game” . Israeli, Palestinian and Japanese youth
affirmed their bond of-friendship through this game.
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Peace Declaration

We, Israelis, Palestinians, and Japanese that participated in the Peace
Bridge project in Tohoku, Japan, 2015 declare our commitment to a
change - that will make the world a better in the future.

We ourselves need to be the ones to remove barriers, to take
responsibility for each other, and to live in harmony with nature.

In Tohoku, Japan we volunteered by assisting those in need of support
and solidarity. This experience was one that demonstrated to us our
ability to choose an active role in making a positive impact.

We will strive to take this experience back home with us, so that we
can contribute to a positive influence on our own environment.

We understand that doing so will not be easy. We have many difficulties
to face in order to move forward. We choose to face these challenges and
not let them deter us from our goal, but only remind us of the urgency of
our mission. As all humans are born equal and free, so we believe they
should live equal and free.

We believe the starting point of an effective process must be of
cooperation between all parties involved and affected. We share a
common fate and believe in building our common good, and so we see
any benefit to others as our own.

We begin this process by spreading our word of peace and mutual
understanding within our families and friendships. We believe all big
change begin with small steps, joining one heart and mind at a time.
Please join us in our journey!

August 8, 2015
At JICA Tokyo International Center
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Purposes of our Project

Since 2005, our organization has carried out a
series of exchange projects for Israeli, Palestinian,
and Japanese youths with the purpose of helping
to become peace builders in the Middle East. Those
projects had taken place in Hiroshima and Nagasaki,
Israel, and Palestine. However, after the Great East
Japan Disaster, which damaged large parts of the
northeast of Japan in 2011, the project moved its
location to the Tohoku area, and this year marks the
fifth visit.

Our purpose is to build a “peace bridge” which
connects the youths from Israel, Palestine and
Japan, and also that connects the participants to
the survivors, through volunteer work in the disaster
area.

Additionally, young participants are expected
to think about what “humanity”, "life”, and “peace”
mean, through their experience of volunteering
and communicating with the survivors, and
also to overcome conflicts and enmity through
compassion and cooperation in community life,
fostering mutual acceptance and trust.

Project outline

Group composition : 16 participants in total

® 9 in total from Israel and Palestine—4 students
from each country and one staff.

® 7 in total from Japan—2 students and 5 staffs.

Schedule

Israelis and Palestinians: July. 26 ~August. 11 (17
days)

Japanese: July. 27 ~ August. 9 (14 days)

Place

1) The Great East Japan Earthquake afflicted area
(Otsuchi, Iwate)

2) Tokyo: JICA Tokyo International Center

Program

1) Volunteer activities in Otsuchi, lwate, the

afflicted area

® Orientation meetings and ice breaking games

@ Tour of the stricken areas (to learn the present
situation and prepare for volunteering)

® Interactions with and caring for children at
“Otsuchi Yume House”

® English communication with junior high school
students at an after school class run by a non-
profit organization “Katariba”

® Helping the set-up and clearance of, and
participation in “Arigato Otsuchi Rock Festival”

® Weeding an untrimmed field and harvesting

@ Visiting temporary housing

2) Seminar at JICA Tokyo

® Sharing and workshops: Share feelings or
experiences from the volunteer activities in the
afflicted area and from the conflict. Think about
the significance of life and construction of peace
through games, dialogues, and cooperative
works.

® The symposium: As constructors of the “Peace
Bridges”, report the activities in the stricken area
and those at JICA, and convey their thoughts
or volitions. The symposium is held for general
students and supporters, to deepen the
understandings and promote exchanges.

T7OVIVNDEREHME 9
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Group photo at Tokyo Station: we headed straight for Tohoku region by Shin-

Kansen despite the fatigue from the long flight.
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The first day at Caritas Japan Otsuchi Base: listening carefully to the explanation
about the outline of volunteer work given by Mr. Kameoka, a staff of the base.
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Watching a video that recorded the moment of the disaster when the Tsunami hit Otuschi-cho.
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A view of the completely calm
sea at Otsuchi Bay, seen from
Shiroyama Park. "Light of hope"
in the foreground of this photo,
donated from Kobe which
was also stricken by a huge
earthquake 20 years ago.
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Summary of the Project

Hiroko Inoue

Chairperson of Certified non-Profit Organazation “Helping Children in the Holy Land”

Introduction

Four years and a half have passed from the Great
East Japan Earthquake. Reconstruction is gradually
proceeding, although at a very slow pace. While
some question the necessity of volunteering work
today, we who believe that the victims should never
be forgotten implemented the fifth “Peace Bridge in
Tohoku” project with youths from Israel, Palestine,
and Japan.

This project always confronts various obstacles,
such as the intensified tension of Israeli-Palestinian
conflict, lack of participants, fund-raising,
coordination of volunteer works with the situation
in the afflicted area, relationships among the
participants, etc. However, by overcoming each
issue, we can build a peace bridge among the
young participants from the three countries and the
sufferers.

| wish to report about the project that was
realized by the kind support from each of you.

1. Preparation of the Project

The Project Start

For several reasons, the preparation began
relatively later than usual. The administrative board
decided to implement the project and the project
committee was set up. Hiroko Inoue was in charge,
secretaries Koji Asano, Miyuki Sato, Noriko Tasei,
Kiwa Fukushima (Buddhist priest at Shinshu Zenko-
ji) were the staff. We decided to hold the project in
Otsuchi-cho, Iwate, as usual, because we hoped to
strengthen the bond between us and the people
in Otsuchi-cho, which was nurtured through
volunteering works in the last three years.

Sponsorship and Assistance

Again this year, we received the sponsorship from
the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA),
and also obtained a special permission for the use
of their Tokyo International Center.

Israeli Embassy and the Permanent General
Mission of Palestine have generously accepted the
use of their names as sponsors. Both ambassadors
have recognized and supported our activities for
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years.

It was a great blessing that the Archdiocese of
Nagasaki has allowed us to have its sponsorship
name.

Collaboration with Israel and Palestine

It has been 11 years of collaboration with John
Paul Il Foundation for the Middle East, since the
YOUTH EXCHANGE FOR PEACE PROJECT began in
2005. Thanks to the Foundation, we were able to
select the participants, to organize prior meetings,
and to arrange flight tickets. | would also like
to thank Yacoub Ghazzawi who was one of the
participants of the first project, and who, since then,
has been energetically working for us as a young
leader or a staff.

Recruitment and selection of the participating
students

We began to call upon students in April through
our website, Facebook, and websites of other non-
governmental organizations, in Israel, Palestine, and
Japan. However, probably due to waning interest
in volunteering work for the victims of the disaster
four and a half years ago, and also due to the project
schedule overlapping with exam period in Japanese
colleges, there were very few applicants. The
selection consisted of documentary screening and
interviews. Consequently, two Japanese (one male,
one female), four Palestinian (two male, two female)
and four Israeli (one male, three female) participants
were selected. There were some participants who
had finished military service among Israelis.

Preparatory meetings

Japan: June 6th ~7th at JICA Tokyo : The
purpose for the meeting was 1) to learn how to work
as volunteers for the Great East Japan Earthquake, 2)
to learn the facts and situations of Israeli-Palestinian
conflict, and 3) to deepen thoughts on significance
of “life” and “peace.”

Israel and Palestine : There were difficulties in
recruitment. As usual, it was troublesome to find
time and occasion convenient for Jews, Muslims,
and Christians living in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem. Thus
they held one-day meetings in Jerusalem twice, in



June and July.

At the seminars, they gained general information
about Japan, damage situation of the Great East
Japan Earthquake, and right mind frame for
volunteer activity. Yacoub Ghazzawi, who had
already participated in projects several times and
had experienced volunteer work in Otsuchi became
the group leader.

Fund-raising

We struggled because of the late initiation. We
began asking general supporters for assistance
through our website and pamphlets in May, which
was later than last year.

Crowd Funding : We challenged to raise fund
through crowd funding, and we could achieve our
goal of collecting 700,000 yen at the last moment.

Charity Events:

We held a symposium “Interpreting the Flagging
Situation in the Middle East” June 28th at Catholic
Kichijoji Church. The lecturer was Mr. Nobuhisa
Degawa, a news commentator at NHK. Over one
hundred guests participated, and Mr. Degawa’s
lucid lecture was received well.

“Israel, Palestine, and Japan Evening of
Friendship” was held on July 11th, for the purposes
of public relations and fundraising. Mr. Nir Turk,
Chief of Cultural Affairs of the Israeli Embassy has
also kindly participated in the event, with other one
hundred guests. Gospel singer Ms. Reiko Uehara
had supported the project several times, but she
also readily agreed to help us again this year. The
audience were deeply moved by her powerful
and touching performance as well as her beautiful
character that comes out through heartwarming
stories. In the end, thanks to Mr. Shadi Bashiyi,
guests enjoyed the catered delicacy from Al Mina, a
Palestinian restaurant in Kanda.

Coordination with the volunteering site, Caritas
Japan Otsuchi Base Camp

We had decided to hold the activities in Otsuchi,
Iwate, as in previous years. Caritas Japan Otsuchi
Base has graciously accepted our group for the
third time. Our secretary staff Miyuki Sato visited
Otsuchi so as to figure out what kind of volunteer
works were there. We truly appreciate the fact,
especially due to the great support of Caritas Base
staff Nozomi Namari, that we could plan a fulfilling
program, which is to be described later.

Consideration on Safety and Health

As usual, we took out a volunteer insurance for
all the participants. Additionally, we have fully
prepared a nutritious menus, taking religious or
personal diet regulations and allergies into account.

Purchase of Flight Tickets and Securing Means
for Transportation

During May, we purchased nine flight tickets in
Jerusalem for Israeli and Palestinian participants.
For domestic transportation, we requested France
Travel Center for arranging round trip tickets for
Narita NEX between Narita Airport and Tokyo
station, one way tickets for Shinkansen and a local
line from Tokyo station to Otsuchi, one way tickets
for an overnight bus from Otsuchi to Tokyo, and
rental cars for use in Otsuchi.

2. Implementation of the Project

Activities in Otsuchi-cho
(July 27th ~ August 3rd)

Early in the morning on July 27th, nine Israeli and
Palestinian participants, including the group leader
Yacoub Ghazzawi, arrived at Narita Airport. Despite
the fatigue from the long trip, we reached Caritas
Otsuchi Base in Otsuchi, lwate. These youths came
all the way in order to support people who are still
in the midst of suffering from the tragedy.

The next day, we learned the situation of damage
caused by the great earthquake and tsunami
through videos. Youths were surprised by the
greatness of the damage, and shed tears for the
deep sadness and suffering of the victims. We also
visited places around Otsuchi to see the former
downtown where only large heavy machineries
building small restoration housings and engaging
in land elevation were conspicuous, and former the
town hall where a number of workers, including
the mayor, had lost their lives. Additionally, we
also witnessed the suffering of temporary housing
residents who were still unable to restart a new life.

Volunteer work began on the 29th. Thanks to
the cooperation of Caritas Otsuchi Base, we could
participate in numerous supporting activities
helping various non-profit organizations, civic
organizations, individuals, and residents of
temporary housings. The members participated in
the activities in separate groups each day, and they
shared their experiences every evening.

Kodomo Yume House Otsuchi : This social
welfare corporation-run organization offers a space
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for children to come freely and study, do their
homework, and play with their friends. Many of
the children who come to this place have lost their
family members and relatives, and are currently
living in temporary housings. Some of them were
deeply hurt with personal reasons, bullying, or
school phobia. One group of participants visited
the house for three days, took care of the children
and also played with them. Although children
were initially nervous, they became close with
the participants through playing soccer and other
games. Eventually both children and the youths
were laughing cheerfully. They nurtured good
relationship, and were so reluctant to say good bye.

Trimming a desolate field : We weeded
an unkempt field, and also helped harvesting,
being requested from a former chairman of a
civic organization, Mr. Tohata, who was also a
former member of the fire department. This civic
organization offers opportunities for interactions
with single elderly people who became reclusive or
alcoholic from the stress of the disaster such as field
work, tea ceremonies, and running small antenna
shops that sell hand-made goods. Mr. Tohata told
us with simplicity his personal experience of the
disaster and irreplaceability of life. He explained
his pain and sense of helplessness he felt when
he saw many people, including his relatives and
friends being swallowed by the tsunami. His
story really resonated in each participant’s heart.
He said, “I know that you are also in pain, having
lost your houses and beloved ones during the
conflict. However, that pain comes from the conflict
human beings brought about, and thus it may be
solved through communication.” | cannot forget
the beautiful taste of freshly-picked potatoes,
cucumbers, and tomatoes he offered us.

Visiting temporary housings : This year marked
the third time of visiting the twentieth temporary
housing. It was nice to reunite with some people
| had previously met. Kiwa Fukushima, a Buddhist
priest at Shinshu Zenkoji Gensho-in, who has
participated in the project every year, was also truly
welcomed by the elderly persons at the temporary
housing. The Israeli-Palestinian food all the youths
cooked was able to please the residents. There
were also communications through performances
of “Hana wa Saku” sung by youths from the three
countries, a Jewish prayer song sung by Kela, and
dance as well.

Collaborative School : We interacted with
middle school and high school students in English

18

at an after-school class, organized by a certified non-
profit organization called “Katariba.” The students
organized an English guide tour of Otsuchi, and we
also communicated at an English workshop. We also
enjoyed watermelon splitting in the end. Middle
school students who have spoken in English with
foreigners for the first time seemed very happy,
saying “I will keep on studying!” It seemed that this
occasion provided them with motivation to study
English.

Otsuchi Arigato Rock Festival : We
participated in a rock festival hosted by Otsuchi as
a part of “Nakamura Kodomo Daiko” performance.
Israeli, Palestinian, and Japanese youths, dressed
in happi and dance costumes, dancing and
drumming with local ladies and children attracted
many people’s attention. We also set up a booth
to introduce Israeli and Palestinian culture, to
communicate with local people, and to sell dried
fruits and small souvenirs from Israel and Palestine.
Everyone eagerly worked for the rock festival,
although the preparation was under the scorching
sun and the clearance was done in heavy rain, and it
pleased the locals a lot.

A few words about community life. Most of the
participants had never experienced sleeping on
futon, all together in one room. However, although
they initially struggled, it seemed that they were
enjoying it. They cooked, cleaned, and did laundry
in cooperation. Differences of nationality, ethnicity,
and religion were invisible where the participants
cared for one another and showed cooperation,
despite several trivial confrontations.

After completing all the volunteer programs, we
all moved to Tokyo on August 3rd. Next day was
a long-awaited day off, and the youths enjoyed
sightseeing around Tokyo Sky Tree and Asakusa
area.

Seminar and Briefing Session in JICA, Tokyo
(August 5th ~9th)

We made an effort to build a “peace bridge,”
through reflection on activities at Otsuchi, sharing
of conflict experiences, “United Nations game” in
which we could learn how to reconcile conflicting
views, and other various activities and dialogues.

Sharing the experiences of the conflict was not
easy. Psychological pain and struggle from last
year’s difficulty, the continuous attack on Gaza
then, may have had a traumatic effect on the
participants. However, it was very meaningful that



youths shared their pain and heard each other’s
voice. They could observe their ideas and feeling
objectively by daringly exposing their fear, hatred,
and anxiety to the eyes of “enemies.” Moreover, they
could realize that they were same human beings,
although separated as foes and friends, by opening
up their heart and sympathizing with the pain of
others. Only by standing on the same ground could
they discover the first step for a specific human
relationship.

Of course, there were some minor conflicts,
misunderstanding, and irritations. This was a
completely natural thing because the participants
were gathered together regardless of differences
of nationality, religion, individual character, and
age. While they were in Otsuchi, bonding and
cooperating as one group was relatively easy,
because they shared a common goal of helping the
people affected by the disaster. On the contrary,
at JICA, they had to confront one another directly
and thus the discrepancies among individuals were
somewhat conspicuous.

For instance, when we were about to play the
“kizuna game (bond game)”[1] at the final phase
of the project, as we had done every year, the
participants seemed a little nervous and awkward.
It turned out that there were some bickering during
the preparation for the coming symposium, fatigue
and dissatisfaction that had been accumulated
breaking out to the surface. Therefore, | instantly
postponed the “kizuna game,” and asked everyone,
“What are requisites for achieving the goal of this
‘peace bridge’ project? What is the foundation for
the bridge?” After a while, the participants realized
that the answers to those questions were patience
and tolerance, forgiveness and trust, and acceptance
of one another. Then, | encouraged them to hug
each other. They seemed to be surprised at first,
but once they started embracing one another,
harshness faded away. Soon | could hear them
saying “Sorry for that last night,” “I am sorry that |
was too tough on you,” “Let’s stay friends forever.”

After all of this we could finally restart the “kizuna
game,” which embodied the bond nurtured
through the project.

Despite all the twists and turns, the participants
finally completed their version of “Peace
Declaration,” signed by everyone. They declared
that they would keep on working as a “peace
maker” (please refer to P. 6-7)

The symposium was held in the afternoon
on August 8th. Unfortunately, due to lack of
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Having a chat in a meeting room of the 20th temporary housing.
Some familiar faces. It was the third time we visited this housing.
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Setting up the tent for "Otsuchi Arigato Rock Festival" on the
beautiful beach.

advertisement and brutal heat, there were very few
guests.

In the first half of the symposium, the youths
from three countries made a presentation on the
volunteer activities in Otsuchi through using videos
and slides, telling how all the experiences were
enjoyable and fruitful for each of them. After a short
break, we held a small group question-and-answer
session. Israeli and Palestinian participants told their
conflict experiences and their hopes for peace, and
also expressed their determination to cherish the
friendship nurtured through the project.

The symposium ended with a cultural exchange.
The youths sang “Hana wa Saku” in four languages
(Japanese, English, Arabic, and Hebrew), and danced
“Nanchu Solan,” an Israeli folk dance, and an Arabic
traditional dance Dabka. Finally, the participants and
guests enjoyed Japanese bon-odori all together.

Conclusion
In this way, the “Peace Bridge in Tohoku” project,
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A view of the "former" central area of Otsuchi-cho, seen from
Shiroyama Park.Under construction to raise the level of the land.
Beautiful Otsuchi Bay in the background.

by Israeli, Palestinian, and Japanese youths, has
safely ended.

There are many who discuss and debate about
what peace is. However, our purpose was to actually
experience the making of a living peace. As usual,
the youths were able to build friendship with
one another, transcending borders of nationality,
religion, ethnicity, and hostility, which had been
accumulated as a result of the conflict. | am truly
pleased that the participants actually experienced
the possibility of peaceful coexistence, although it
was small and incomplete.

Additionally, the participants could learn
numerous significant things such as the
preciousness of life and the meaningfulness of
keeping hope alive.

| have to admit that the project was not perfect.
There were unexpected difficulties, issues, and
anxiety, and lack of communication between
staff. The preparation was not perfect, because
the program had not necessarily taken numerous
differences between participants into consideration.

However, it was still meaningful that the
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participants discovered, through communal
life, volunteer work, and attempts to overcome
difficulties all together, that forgiveness,
compassion, mutual respect, and appreciation for
one another were the foundation of the “peace
bridge.” That is because, the purpose of our project
was to “sow seeds” of peace. | am certain that these
two weeks, including joy and pain, became an
indispensable experience for the youths.

Fortunately, we can already witness some
sprouting. The project has greatly impacted the
past participants, and influencing their choices of
future paths. It is an enormous hope to see previous
participants are very eager to dedicate for peace;
some pursuing academic path on conflict resolution
& international law, some becoming diplomats,
some working for refugee support, and so on. It is
not a mere dreamy thought that participants of this
year’s project may grow into either local or global
peace-makers of the next generation.

| appreciate, from the bottom of my heart, each
one of you for warmly and generously supporting
us all the time.
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1. Preparation (in Japan & n Israel-Palestine)

Month Heading Detail
April Decision to carry ~ The NPO executive committee decided to implement “Peace Bridge in
out the project Tohoku 2015”. “JOHN PAUL Il FOUNDATION” was to be the co-organizer
as usual. Volunteer works in Otsuchi, lwate were planned.
Applicatiqn for Obtained approval from JICA Tokyo, the Embassy of Israel, the General
sponsorship Mission of Palestine and Archdiocese of Nagasaki.
Reservatignt,of Caritas Japan Otsuchi Base (Jul. 27 ~ Aug. 3)
ggﬁ%glzgl%%&%nénd JICATokyo International Center (Aug. 4 ~ Aug. 9): .
location accommodation, seminar rooms and location for the symposium.
April - Recruitment Recruitment of young members through internet as well as NPO’s network.
June Selection of eight members from Israel and Palestine with the co-organizer
“JOHN PAUL Il FOUNDATION” and selection of two Japanese members
through resumes and an interview.
May - Fundraising Made posters and leaflets to collect funds, started distributing material
August to supporters and supporting organizations.
Fundraising activities through Readyfor, crowd funding.
June Reservation of Purchase of plane tickets for Israelis and Palestinians, Reservations of
transportation transportation means in Japan : group tickets of JR lines from Tokyo to
Kamaishi, tickets of the night bus from Otsuchi to lkebukuro and
rent-a-car in Otsuchi).
June - Application for Preparation of documentation to obtain Palestinians’ entry VISA, sending
July VISA them to Jerusalem. Local staffs went to the Embassy of Japan in Tel Aviv to
apply for and to receive visa.
June 6-7 Preparatory At JICA Tokyo International Center, Japanese participants prepared for the
Seminar volunteer activities in the disaster area and learned about the conflict
(for Japanese) between Israel and Palestine.
June-«July Preparatory Seminar Participants learned about the situation of The Great East Japan
(for [sraelis and Earthquake, prepared for the volunteer activities in the disaster area and
Palestinians) learned about Japan in Jerusalem.
o ) Staff member Miyuki Sato visited Otsuchi. By the help of the staffs from
July 8-9 Visiting Otsuchi Caritas Japan Otsuchi Base, she collected information about the situations of
and possibility for volunteer activities, and coordinated the program.
June 28 Charity Events 1) A lecture by Mr. Nobuhisa Degawa, titled “Interpreting the Flagging
July 11 Situation in the Middle East” 2) “Israel, Palestine, and Japan Night of
Friendship”(a gospel concert and a buffet dinner)
July Last purchases Purchase of food, medical supplies and other items necessary for the

and arrangements

activities and sent them to Otsuchi. Made T-shirts, itineraries and nametags.
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2. Preparatory Seminar for Japanese Participants

Prior to the project, a preparatory seminar was
held for Japanese participants on June 6th, 2015, at
JICA Tokyo International Center.

As this year’s project was planned to be held
earlier than usual and thus it overlapped with the
college exam period, there were very few Japanese
applicants. In this situation, Tetsuya Saito, a
previous participant, and Chiharu Tanaka, who has
joined the project for the first time, participated in
a purposeful manner.

At the seminar, the head of the NPO, Hiroko
Inoue, first explained about the initiation process,
purpose, and goals of the project. Later, the
participants learned the general facts of the
program, necessary information of volunteer
activities, damage situation and current condition
of the afflicted area, mindset as disaster-area
volunteers, and so on through videos and lectures.

In respect to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict,
the Seminar covered numerous aspects such as
historical background, the overarching situation

from past to present, life of the people, and their
culture. The participants made presentations
which they had prepared prior to the Seminar, and
exchanged knowledge and opinions.

Tetsuya shared information and details about
the situation of the project and the conflict as one
of the former participants of the summer project
and the spring study tour. Chiharu presented her
experience of staying in Israel and some episodes
with her Israeli friends. Due to the small number
of participants, we were able to progress the
seminar in a relaxed atmosphere. Towards the end
of the Seminar we had a Skype (an Internet phone
call system) session with Yacoub, a local staff in
Jerusalem.

It was agreed that the participants should clarify
their roles and goals of the project and prepare for
communication and discussion with the Israeli and
Palestinian youths. A commitment for adequate
preparation was made and the seminar ended.
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Lecture by Nobuhisa Degawa, a news commentator of
NHK. More than 100 people attended.
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“Interpreting the Flagging Situation in the Middle
East” Lecture by Nobuhisa Degawa, News
Commentator at NHK

As a part of the charity campaign of the Project,
we held a lecture by Mr. Nobuhisa Degawa (@ news
commentator at NHK) at the Catholic Kichijoji
Church on 28th, June. Mr. Degawa has served as
chief correspondent in Teheran, Jerusalem, and
Cairo, and has served as commentator specifically
on Middle Eastern issues since 2006.

The theme of the lecture was “Interpreting
the Flagging Situation in the Middle East.” The
three main topics were 1) The Future of Anti-ISIS
Strategy, 2) The Future of Nuclear Negotiation with
Iran, 3) The Future of Israeli-Palestinian Conflict.
Mr. Degawa’s clear and lucid explanations was
extremely pleasing to the audience.
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Touching songs and speech performed by Ms. Reiko Uehara during the charity event,
“Israel, Palestine, and Japan Friendship Evening". The audience warmly applauded.
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Israel, Palestine, and Japan Evening of Friendship
Gospel concert and buffet party

On 11th July, “Israel, Palestine, and Japan Evening
of Friendship” was held at Society of St. Paul Wakaba
Monastery in Yotsuya, Tokyo. There were more than
one hundred guests. The first part was the gospel
concert of Ms. Reiko Uehara, an Okinawan gospel
singer, and in the second part we enjoyed delicious
food from “Al Mina,” an Arab cuisine restaurant in
Kanda, Tokyo.

Ms. Uehara delivered us a precious message
through her songs that every life is worthy to live. She
told us that “it is too hard for me to create peace in the
world, and in fact, | can't. But creating peace in each
one’s heart is possible. No one in this world exists
without being loved. Peace shall come, if we believe
that we are being loved and cared.” Her songs, saying
that she never wants to forget to appreciate things,
deeply touched our heart insomuch as some shed
tears.

We enjoyed the distinguished taste and exotic
flavors of dishes from Al Mina, such as fattoush (salad
with cheese), falafel and hummus made of chick peas,
pita-bread, cous cous with chicken and vegetables,
and delicious desserts.

It was a precious time that we could indulge
ourselves in beautiful, heart-meting music and dainty
Arabic food, and hoped for the success of the Project.

(Yuria Nakayama)
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Israel/ Palestine booth at "Otsuchi Arigato Rock Festival" Small
exhibition of Israeli and Palestinian cultures and selling of goods.
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Daily Reports of the project

Otsuchi ACTIVITIES /July 27 - August 3

The days in Otsuchi were in general organized as
follows :

07:00 Wake-up

07:30 Breakfast

09:00 ~ 12:00 Volunteer activities
12:00 Lunch

13:00 ~ 15:00 Volunteer activities
15:00 Sharing & free time
18:00 ~ Dinner

19:00 ~22:00 Activities or Practice
Monday, July 27

Morning : Arrival of Israeli & Palestinian delegation
at Tokyo Narita Airport. Meeting with the Japanese
participants & the staff at Tokyo Station. Moving to
Otsuchi-cho with Shinkansen & local line.
Afternoon : Arrival at Otsuchi Caritas Base.

Tuesday, July 28

Morning : Orientation and Icebreaking. Watching
a Video which showed how big and terrible were
the damages caused by the Earthquake and the
Tsunami.

Afternoon : Visiting the centre of Otsuchi Town, the
most devastated area. Visited the destroyed City
Hall, Hill top, and the Akahama beach.

Evening : Practicing the song “Hana-wa-saku) and
dances.

Wednesday, July 29

Daytime : 2 volunteer activities

1.Farming We helped with weeding at a farm.

2. Interaction with local children at “Yume House”".
We supported the children with their study and
went outside to play with them.

Evening : Talk by Mr. Okubo on his personal
experiences of the Earthquake and the Tsunami. He
also gave an excellent performance of Shakuhachi &
Biwa (Japanese instruments)

MEOE WK/ HOERY)
Weeding the field overgrown with grass.

FELDNTELWIKBEY, FEICHE L IL—2 a3 D—RE,
They enjoyed so much this moment of recreation in the river.

Thursday, July 30

Daytime : 2 volunteer activities

1. Farming

2. Playing with local children at “Yume House”.
Evening : Practicing Japanese traditional drum
performance in order to present it at the Rock
Festival.

Friday, July 31

Daytime : 2 volunteer activities

1. Visiting a “temporary housing".

We cooked Arabic food and served it to local
people. The group performed the song “Hana-wa-
saku”.
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Sharing activity with junior high school students at Collaborative School.

2. Interaction with local people at “Yume House”.
Prepared Arabic food and served it to the children.
Evening : Preparation for Rock Festival.

Saturday, August 1

Morning : Preparation for Rock Festival

Afternoon : Otsuchi tour with local Junior High
School students organized by NPO Katariba. We
visited Otsuchi disaster area guided by them in
English. After that, we had a lot of fun with “suika-
wari game”

Evening : Preparation for Rock Festival

Sunday, August 2

Daytime : Participation in the Rock Festival

Activities in Tokyo / August4 -9

The days in JICA were in general organized as
follows:

07:00 Wake-up

07:30 Breakfast

09:00 ~ 12:15 2 or 3 kinds of activities (workshop,
sharing, discussion etc.) with a 15
min. break

12:15 Lunch

13:30 ~ 17:30 2 or 3 kinds of activities (workshop,
sharing, discussion etc.) with breaks

18:00 ~ Dinner

19:00 ~ 21:00 Activities
or after 17:00 Free time

Tuesday, August 4

07:00 Arrival at Ikebukuro from Otsuchi-cho by
night bus

30

ASRRT—ILDFRPEICEBWKM A Ky 77— (FEET)
The students guided us in English around the disaster-stricken area.

We opened a small shop to sell Arabic goods and
serve Arabic coffee. We gave a performance of a
local traditional drumming and dancing with local
people and children on the stage.

Monday, August 3

Morning : Helping to clean up the Rock Festival
grounds
Afternoon : Cleaning up the Otsuchi Base and
packing up our suitcases in preparation for moving
to Tokyo.

Evening : Moving to Tokyo by night bus.

08:00 Arrival at JICA Tokyo International Center
Orientation on the stay at JICA
All day long : Free time for sightseeing in Tokyo

Wednesday, August 5

Morning : Introduction to JICA life and activities
Sharing about the experiences of the volunteer
activities and the community life in Otsuchi Base.
Each student shared briefly his personal experiences
of the volunteer work in Otsuchi, and the base life
all together with respect and understanding. This
was carried out in small groups and altogether.
Practice of dances & a song in preparation for the
symposium.
Afternoon : Practice of dances & a song in
preparation for the symposium
United Nations Game :




Evening : Sharing about the experiences of the
Israeli / Palestine conflict

Each participant opened his/her mind to share their
personal experiences of sufferings and sorrows
caused by the conflict. They listened to each other
with respect and sympathy.

Thursday, August 6

Morning : Drawing of 3 images which would
represent to each one the meaning of bond,
friendship and happy world.

Sharing of the above activity, each one explaining
why the images represent for him/her the 3
subjects.

Practice of dances & a song in 4 languages in
preparation for the symposium

Afternoon : United Nations Game : How to
overcome our personal conflicts with ourselves or
how to negotiate with other to find a good solution
for everybody.

Evening : Free Time

Friday, August 7

Morning : Net Game : It is also called a thanking
game. Each one thanks another participant for
something with a piece of rope which will be
later constructing a web or a net because of its
complexity.

e S

JICATDHE S, 4HEFET [TEEKRL] 2%,
Symposium at JICA. We sang "Hana-wa-saku" in four languages.

Sharing after the net game

Afternoon : Writing personal report about the
Project. Preparation for symposium (Making
slideshows of the Project)

Evening : Preparation for rhe symposium (Drawing
a “thank you” picture for the supporters)

Saturday, August 8

Morning : Workshop : Composition of “PEACE
DECLARATION”

Feedback of the project in order to improve it in the
future.

Practice of dances & a song in 4 languages in
preparation for the symposium

Afternoon : Symposium

1) Welcome & Introduction of the participants
Presentation (with PowerPoint) and the sharing of
the volunteer work in Otsuchi-cho

2) Sharing and interaction with the public in small
groups

3) Cultural Exchange : Dances (Israeli folksong,
Arabic dance “Dabke”, Japanese Nanchu-Soran),
Song “Hana-wa-Saku”. Finale : Bon-Odori

Evening : Farewell Party in a chinese restaurant

Sunday, August 9

Morning : The end of the Project “See you again!”
All day : Free Time

——
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Balance Sheet

7017 hREHRE (201554A~9A)
Project Financial Report (April - September 2015)

IRADEE Revenues

B Unit: ¥

&H Items FEE  Descriptions &% Amount
—fEEtE
Private donation 1036152
Financial support (John Paul Il Foundation) !
- Bie ABRIZ2Z7«BE
ZEES Subsidies by The Osaka Community Foundation 200,000
Contributions, etc. - — — - 3,599,772
ANV MRA GEER. FrUT ANV 673,000
Charity event participation fees (Total) !
S FE 257, 160,000
Project participation fees (students, staff) !
READYFOR? X#B® (VZURT77>T4>27) 2700.000
READYFOR? (Crowd Funding) !
B2 &% Own funds 235,391 235,391
BET Total 3,835,163
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FZHMOEE Expenditures

BAI:M  Unit: ¥

&H Items #&E Descriptions £%8 Amount
RiEE (BE, ®IT/\A, L2hH—1M)
ERRE Transportation (Shinkansen & train fare, 353,062
Domesjc;c trave| | rent-a-car and other travel expenses)
& expenses w23 S
wEE (BHE-REGL)
Travel Accomodation (Lodging - Meals) 285094 1 2,063,646
expenses
BNIRE s FIL77ET~KHE 9%
Oversea travel Roundtrip travel expenses 1,425,490
expenses Tel Aviv - Narita for 9 persons
SEER 550,000
Administrative expenses
AHE ARSIV - INLARF S BRTERE 187500 827500
Personal expenses Preparation in Israel / Palestine ! ’
e 90,000
Remuneration !
reszE AR
Rental fee of seminar room & hall 44,070
RmAN b 79786
A= Event fee at Otsuchi-cho '
2HE \ 156,830
Conference expenses **’EHH—FE . _ 33374 '
Preparative visit to Otsuchi-cho '
H2E (i
Miscellaneous expenses for interviews 6,600
and executive committee
NTLwhk - LEY, 6= 20
IRl - €5 - 84K Flyers, brochures and booklets 300,020
Print / Copy /Bookbinding HREZE/ER '
. 300,000
Making report book
BEE - =3FEN 31324
BE - ERE Communications / delivery ! 41324
Communications / Delivery | R 10,000 '
Report shipping !
Sy D ES HIEME  Groceries 30,594
B 60,554
Consumables T+ TShirts 29,960
M FHER Transfer fees 119,164
B 153,881
Micellaneous expenses ZDH Others 34,717
ANV & HEER. FyUTAXVE 731408 731408
Event expenses Charity event and seminar expenses ' '
A&t Total 3,835,163
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Feedback from the Participants

BESNEDE / Voices of the Young Participants
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@ Israeli 24 years old, University Student

XL - /\)bA> Peleg Bar-On
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We as One

This year was the third time | participated in the
project.

This time | participated as the leader of Israeli
group. During the project | tried to use my
experience and knowledge from the previous
projects as much as | could. | knew that it was very
important to build a strong connection as a group
during the first days.

In Otsuchi, we learned to live together as a group
for the first time. It wasn't easy, but | think we did
a good job. The connections we built were strong,
and that was due to our volunteer activities in
Otsuchi with kids of temporary housing and with
the Otsuchi community in general. We were no
longer separate people that came from different



cultures and countries, but we were one group
helping the people in need who were struck by
a disaster. After the first week in Otsuchi we saw
ourselves as one big family of Israelis, Palestinians
and Japanese.

After Otsuchi, we went to Tokyo. There, we
started to talk about our experiences of the Israeli
- Palestinian conflict. We realized that the conflict

7=« =)L Kela Sappir

@ X5TIL 258 KF4E
@ Israeli 25 years old, University Student
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was not benefiting anyone, and that the goal we
need to work for was to build peace as soon as
possible.

We signed the declaration for peace which says
that each one of us, the participants, are assigned
to work for peace in our close surrounding as much
as we can, and by that affect many others in the
search for peace in the difficult situation we live in.
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The most meaningful aspect of the Peace Bridge
Project for me was to get to know the people of
Otsuchi-cho who experienced the big disaster
and to listen to their stories. Though | think we
all felt that our contribution to them was rather
minor, and perhaps we could have done more, |
still felt that the comfort they felt in our presence
and showing solidarity with them was genuine
and deep. | could strongly feel that they were in
mourning, and were aching and wishing others to
realize their wounds were still fresh. | was especially
moved by the encounters with the residents of
the temporary housing, and by our day with the
potato farmers. The farmer who told us his story
said something that has echoed with me: "Your life
is important and precious, but your neighbour's
life is also precious and important". | often feel that
this simple and critical truth is forgotten by people
around me. | feel | should take this message with
me, his clear and short words expressing my own
feelings so deeply.

In addition to these special experiences, I'm sorry
to say that the project was not an easy experience
for me. I'm sorry that my presence was a burden
on the organizers much of the time because of
the difficulties | had. | want to emphasize that |
agree very much with the purpose and idea of the
project, and so my disagreements are only about
the methods employed. | believe that on the level
of building the connection between the members
of the delegation, which | believed to be one of the
primary goals, we mostly missed our opportunity.
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| believe that building true, lasting friendship
between people who live in intense separation,
and a solid bridge between communities, must
be based on critical thinking and on vulnerable
and brave discussion. | felt that in our project we
avoided going deep into trying to understand
the situation we live in. When we choose to build
our experience this way, | believe we keep our
understanding on a very shallow level, which does
not much affect the ideas or attitudes people had
before. Dealing with difficult issues is doable and
crucial. | have seen it with my own eyes and | have
seen the incredible growth it facilitates.

In the context of the Israeli-Palestinian work,
one of my primary difficulties was the sense that
we focused far too much on what is presented
outwards as opposed to what is being achieved
inwards. For example, although | very much
enjoyed getting to know my Palestinian friends
from the project, | constantly noticed that in
almost all free time in our home bases, especially
in Tokyo, the Palestinian and Israeli national groups
socialized separately, mimicking the separation we
came from and where we return to. | also feel that
it is very problematic for us to have a performance
and have some members speaking on behalf of
others without discussion of the messages... In
this respect because of that | felt quite sad and
disappointed with the project. | hope that in
the future the balance will be changed, and that
professional dialogue facilitators will be added to
the staff.

Noa Shmuel
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A Very Special Two-Week Experience

| had a very special experience in Japan in the
last two weeks.

Before the project, | did not have many
expectations, | just wished to see and do things
as much as possible. | was so happy that we got

BEEBDEIARFEDED
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Palestinian dishes were prepared
by lIsraeli, Palestinian and
Japanese youths, served for the
residents of temporary housings
and the children.

to spend a week in Otsuchi, a countryside town,
surrounded by such beautiful mountains. It was
hard to imagine all the destruction this town had
dealt with in the last four years since the tsunami.

Working with Caritas Japan and staying at their
base was very special. The option to live together
in one house (although it was too crowded
sometimes), cooking together, sleeping together
and mostly cleaning together brought us close
very quickly. | liked most of the volunteer work,
the variety of different things that we did and the
reactions we got from the people of the town.

| came to the project in a time of many changes
in my life, but still the project helped me realize
a lot about myself, my opinions, and how | think
things should be. | got to meet a whole new
culture, to make more new connections with
people from my land, and to create great new
memories together. Since | was much younger,
| have wanted to be a peace bridge in my
community because of the experiences | had
before this project. As a result of this project, | wish
to create a dialogue with different people | know,
and meet new people in order to show that being
friends with each other is possible. However, in
order to build a real friendship, we must not be
afraid of dealing with our problems and discussing
the serious difficulties that happen in our small
piece of land.

| had a great time in Japan and enjoyed meeting
all the great new people and the new culture
which is so different from the culture | come from.
| know we were not easy to deal with, and | thank
each one of the staff members for working so hard
in trying to make it the best experience for us, |
appreciateitalot!
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New and Great Discoveries

Being a part of the project gave me a lot of
experiences and understanding for the severity
of the tsunami and how it affected people’s lives.
In Otsuchi-cho, we engaged in farming, practiced
dancing and singing, helped the preparation for
the rock festival, and heard stories about sufferers’
lives before and after the tsunami. We also took
a field trip around Otsuchi with Japanese school
girls which meant to improve their English. It was
a fun, but a very different day from the other days
because it was the first time we communicated
with young people of similar age.

Additionally, | could experience the traditional
Japanese way of life in Otuschi. It was new and
very different compared to what | knew, but the
life there passed very quickly and | learned to
adjust, although we may have had difficulties in
the beginning. We all lived, cooked, and cleaned
together, and had responsibility over the house.
We all needed to get along with each other and
to reconcile the differences between us. | think we
have done a great job.

I am happy that | met new friends from Japan
and that | had the opportunity to become intimate



with the Palestinians. The collaborative work and
the free time brought us close and made us good
friends.

The activities at JICA Tokyo made me feel more
involved in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. | realized
that the conflict consisted of an essential part our
lives in so many ways, although | had never felt as
such in daily lives before the project. At the first
sharing at JICA, one of the Palestinian participants
told us a personal story of being affected by the
conflict as a child, which shocked me a lot, for | was
unfamiliar with what the conflict brought about
to Palestinians. In short, his story was about the
encounter with two soldiers who treated him in

7L—)U « AT+ Claire Ghazzawi
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disrespectful manner, and made him feel hopeless
and upset. Merely hearing his story made me feel
hopeless and sad, so | cannot even imagine how
hard it was for a young boy to actually experience
it. It has also made me realize how little | knew
about the life of the Palestinian people in Israel
and the difficulties they were having.

This is just a part of what | was not aware of
before and what | want to know more about. |
want everyone to feel fully safe and respected
in their countries. The project made me wish for
changes, changes for better situations for all of us.
| hope we will live in harmony and peace in the
future.
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As it was my fourth time in Japan and my third
time to volunteer; | would like to summarize the
whole three years and my feelings in a couple of
sentences, and how it changed over that time!

The first year that | came to volunteer in Tohoku,
it was unforgettable; because | still remember the
disaster places, all the damages, the houses, the
beach and the people’s feeling about the disaster
and loosing people they loved. | have a lot of good
and bad memories but if | started telling them all, |
would never find an end.

In one of these memories, | was in a group
of Palestinians, Israelis and Japanese working
together on the beach, collecting the burnable
and unburnable garbages. Then, | found and
picked up a toy with my hands; | cannot describe
my sadness | felt at that moment. | just thought
immediately about this kid's story; maybe he had a
great future but it all ended with this kid losing his
toy, his house, his family, his dreams and maybe his
life too.

When | first saw the houses, school and other
buildings, | could imagine the workers, families
and kids who were living there, preparing for
tomorrow.

A boy: “ I'm going to play with my friend
tomorrow.”

A Mother: “ What should | cook for my children
and my husband for dinner?”

A Father: “l want to work harder and more hours
tomorrow so that | could have a better salary and
bring everything for my children.”

AND--- in just a few minutes and seconds all
these thoughts and dreams vanished away with
the water into the sea. Even though Japanese
people suffered a lot from all the damage and sad
memories, they are still moving on because they
know exactly the meaning of HOPE.

For the next two years, | went to the same place,
Otsuchi-cho. | saw a big difference from the first
year; they built a wall to prevent future tsunamis.
| felt really happy that they were moving on in
their life with a better thinking to prevent the
same disaster, or to at least reduce damage from
disasters.

In my volunteer works, | helped kids who had
lost someone in their family. They were spending
their summer in temporary housing but still they
felt that they wanted to play. At first some people
told me that these kids were not like other kids,
but they were relatively aggressive. This was
acceptable for me since | knew some children



who lost one of their parents and they were also
aggressive because they were trying to get things
out of their chest, and the struggle was affecting
their attitude. | had a small problem with the
communication with the children because | did
not speak Japanese and we had only two Japanese
to translate, but | could communicate with them
showing my love. LOVE is a language.

We had the chance to be a part of the Rock
Festival in Otsuchi-cho, and it was a great
experience and we had a lot of fun. Palestinians
and Israelis cooperated with each other to show
our different cultures to the Japanese. | made a lot
of friends there, and some people enjoyed trying
our traditional clothes, and others our food.

But | will also tell you that what affected me
the most is when we danced a traditional dance
in the rock festival with old women and children
on the drums. The girl who taught Noa and | the
dance brought us traditional clothes too. So | was
so happy to wear it, but when | knew that it has
a meaning and a hard and nice memory at the
same time, it touched my heart. Because, those
clothes were her only dresses left among all her
belongings that were washed away by tsunami.
They were the only two dresses that were able to
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escape from tsunami.

| would like to connect the volunteering in Japan
with our conflict in our country (Palestine and
Israel). I would like to connect the volunteering in
Japan with our conflict in our countries (Palestine
and Israel). Some people think that it is impossible
for Palestinians and Israelis to work together for
volunteer work. This is because the media, in
general, shows that there is the fierce enmity
between the both sides (Israelis and Palestinians)
and they constantly disagree with each other.
However, we are not enemies. We are here as
friends, as human beings coming to help the
survivors of the disaster and learn from them,
because we need to learn how to get over the
conflict we're in.

Japanese people had a conflict with nature,
and they could move on afterwards and they
could make peace with the nature which doesn’t
speak, argue, or complain. But we, Palestinians and
Israelis, can't figure something out for our problem,
even though we are both humans that can discuss,
find solutions, and satisfy the both sides. However,
after we came to make volunteer works in Japan
we might have other perspectives.

R TATIHEEEEL AL
T A BIEAALREATHE)
Wz FAMIE DT B2 ATE,
T-£ D DR IAT o 72 B 1,
FELTZHDOEBEICHELTET
by oz, WEELE
MLk X, BEFIOH A
ICELATW 722 %L, FEBIEHIZR-T
We7E 2N TET, F/2 v 7 AT AN
DFA VDL KPIFETLRLWHEEL T, FL
WIFZRT L7z HRADRT V574 T RS v 748
Db, BEIBELARVERDBLHEE LA o7

RISV AFFATE, ARTZNVADKNEfFE

BMEOE - EESNE 4]



HGoTWwWb, SHOIZV—T1d, HEALE DL
SHETHR SN TWT, A7blidBRWEZEEL,
ZUANE ) ZEMNTET,

ML, Zo7ayes MIBIMLTEA LB Z2 1
LZEDNTELD, PRLL TG o72h D2
HEZ, CNFEFTOANEDOHFTREDLDES72L
F250 MILOKELATE, 1L ZAAXTTIVAL
INLVAFFA. HRATH-72LLTH, LD L
ERYVOREDIHIKE SNTh 62, EZrbs
TIESRZ B2 2R EGRKEDTEILE-T W,

BT 2w ETE R R o7 AL 8RR 5
NEVOIREEZILAEL, 152K b D2
Ry Fmng, LTS, AbARALTHEAD
B TCTELILIFETHRERBFLL VI ST,

BEE, 2o7uyzr b2 BLTARELTH
ELZEE), hhsdbzoradcs bkt L.
ARFTIIWVNEIRV AT FANEDRITFRIOZET G %
DY), FLTIRRFRZERTELILEEATY
bho ZLTC o7y VEBOOICEE, F
T2 Hb o7z T RTOANLIEH L7z HYATED
TE¥VWEL7,

Before | came to Japan | didn't really know about
how the big tsunami was. When | saw the video of
the tsunami and visited the town, | was surprised
by all the damage that the town experienced. And
| was asking myself, what if it happened in my
town and to my family.

During the project | learned a lot of things and |
felt like we were in warm loving family. And | really
liked the town and the nature of the Otsuchi-cho.
It was perfect place to live. And | liked the people
and the residents of the Otsuchi-cho. And | noticed
how they were strong and how they liked each
other and were taking care of each other. | was
dreaming to live in such a place like this town and
with good people as Otsuchi-cho residents.

The volunteer work was nice and fun. We all
liked it. | learned a lot. | was so happy to see the
children smile during our visit to the kindergarten.
And when we visited the temporary housing, we
tried and managed to make the old people smile
and happy, and we volunteered in the rock festival.
[t was next to the sea, it was a nice place, and fun.
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It was nice to work with the Japanese volunteers,
even without knowing their language.

The group we had consisted of Palestinians,
Israelis and Japanese. Working together with the
group members was an unusual and remarkable
experience to me even if | have previously spent
time with Israeli friends. We were so good and
were like one family. We were respecting and
accepting one another.

| never assumed that being a part of this project
would make me happy. This has been the most
amazing two weeks in my life. | made new friends
and I'm really feeling that they are part of my
family, although they are Israelis, Palestinians and
Japanese. Thus, | have a big international family
now.

It felt so good to help people all together,
sharing special moments together, and bringing
back something to people who were not as lucky
as we were at a certain point of their life. | think this
project made me a better person. | hope that this
project will continue to succeed in making peace
between Palestinians and Israelis, and that we will
achieve peace.

And | want to thank all who worked for making
and were involved in the project.

Thank you.
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We participated in the traditional drum performance with local
children in Otsuchi Arigato Rock Festival.
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For Coexistence in the Holy
Land

When | first heard about
this project and its purposes
that included volunteer work
and helping people affected
by the tsunami, | saw it as an
opportunity to do something
beneficial not only for
people in need but also
for me as an individual to put a smile on people’
s faces. Moreover, it was a great chance to travel
to a country very far from home, and fortunately |
achieved what | went to Japan to do.

During the first week we stayed in Otsuchi-
cho, a wonderful town by the sea filled with green
mountains and pure rivers, we went to help farmers
harvest their yield. We also visited temporary
houses where we cooked lunch for the people
living there and spent a good time with them, and
it was very enjoyable to see these people happy
and having fun even after everything they've been
through since the tragedy.

Later in the project, we discussed about the
conflict between Israelis and Palestinians and
worked together on bringing peace to the
respective countries even after the project is
over besides learning more about each other and
about our backgrounds. In addition, this project
helped me understand more about how my Israeli
friends think and prove that it is possible for us to
live together peacefully with no wars. Therefore, |
wish to share my experiences in this project to my
friends and family, and to carry on this mission of
teaching coexistence to the Holy Land for we live
on the same land and place. Moreover, | truly think
that we need to keep a good relationship between
each other and respect one another for the benefit
of both our and the coming generations.

| really enjoyed how | and my Japanese and
Israeli friends got the chance to live in Japanese
style, eat like Japanese, and share cultures with all
of our different thinking and different backgrounds.
It was an experience | will never forget through my
entire life.
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@ Palestinian 18 years old, High School Student
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A Tough, But Enjoyable Two Weeks

At first, | was very excited to volunteer and
to help the people in Japan, but it wasn't easy.
First of all, Japanese culture was different from
Palestinian culture but it was easy for me to accept
the differences between us. | was happy because
| learned a lot about Japanese culture compared
to what | learned from reading about it before
coming to Japan. Second, the project helped
me a lot in many ways. | met new friends from
Japan and Israel, and | learned many things about
cultures and the differences among us. Especially,
| think | learned more about Israelis thorough
the experience of living together. | had never
experienced it in my country. We came to know
how we feel about one another, shared our ideas,
and became friends. | hope that we, Palestinians
and Israelis, can live in peace in Jerusalem.

When | go back to Jerusalem, | will tell my
friends about the project, my new friends, and the
activities. The volunteer activities were beautiful.
The first activity was to help a farmer. It was my
first experience to engage in farming, but | was
happy to learn many things about farming and to
listen to the stories of the tsunami. Additionally,
when we visited a local school, | enjoyed the
activities that included sharing our memories and
seeing beautiful places with the students. When
they showed us the videos of the tsunami, | felt
sorry for what happened to them and for the fact
that many people lost their lives or their family
members. On the other hand, | felt happy to hear
that the survivors helped each other and that
many Japanese came from all over Japan to help
them. One of the survivors who told us about the



experience of the disaster gave us a magazine
telling how greatly the village was affected by the
tsunami. | felt disappointed about what happened
to them, but also | was impressed at the same time
to know that they were positive about their future.

AR Bkt Tetsuya Saito

@HAE 20 AFHE
@ Japanese 20 years old, University Student
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In general, the project was perfect to me,
although it was sometimes hard when | felt tired. |
enjoyed it a lot and | want to thank everyone who
dedicated themselves for us.
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New Lessons from the Second Project

This year’s project was different from last year in
terms of activities and difficulties. As for activities,
unlike last year we had a meaningful time in
Otsuchicho. In the very first three days, | went to
a local school to spend times with children there.
Having a chance to cook traditional cuisines, it was
a good time for me. On the other hand, | faced a
problem; a child was so unwilling to play with me.
However, | learned that even a few days can make
small, but important changes. The child opened
his mind little by little and we were finally able to
play together. The thing is that volunteering brings
about changes, not in just a day, but through the
continuous activities in the long term.

In a different situation, | was able to meet local
people whom | met in Otsuchicho last year. When
| worked to set up the tents for the Rock Festival
in Otsuchicho, he suddenly came to me to say
hello. At the moment, | was happy to feel this
real friendship and | found out that, although not
many, some people accepted outsiders like me as
a friend. On the very last day in Otsuchicho, a man
told me, “Thank you for coming back to Otsuchi-
cho and hope to see you again”. So | was really glad
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to accept this greeting.

And the most unforgettable memory in Otsuchi-
cho was playing the Japanese drums with local
players and children. In the beginning, the player
talked about his own experience during the
earthquake and the following Tsunami, and he
invited us to the Drum practice. | had not expected
to play with local people or to perform in front of
many people living in Otsuchicho. So | also felt |
had a good local experience there.

In Tokyo, we talked about Israel and Palestine
more actively. Some of them shared their stories
for the first time to the others. In Japan, there
has been no war for seventy years. On the other
hand, there are still conflicts between Israel and
Palestine. So | really appreciate that they have
strong courage to share the personal stories to all
participants.

Now, | would like to write about some difficulties
we faced both in Otsuchicho and Tokyo. This year
unfortunately only two Japanese participated
in this project. So | was really worrying about
the success of the project. Even though | had
participated in this project last year, it was still hard
for me to translate what local people really wanted
to say. | would like to express my gratitude to the
staff and the other participants for their support.

Also sometimes we needed to find specific
food for some participants with religious or other
constraints. It was really hard for us because
although food is available everywhere, it was very
difficult to find always foods that satisfied their
needs. This was a good chance for me to learn and
think about food anyway.

Finally, I thank all the staff of this project and the
friends who have come all the way to Japan from
Israel and Palestine. This is not the end of Peace
Bridge Project but only its first step. Each of us
should commit actively in making peace for the
future.
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Since the big earthquake and tsunami happened
in Tohoku area on the 11th of March in 2011, |
have always been thinking about helping the
people who live there. However, | could not do
anything for them ever since. Then | found this
project. | wanted to join the volunteer activities in
the Tohoku area and | was also interested in the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. For these two reasons, |
decided to join this project.

In Otsuchi, we did farm-work, helped an
event called “Otsuchi Arigatou rock festival”
and communicated with people who lived in
temporary housings as our volunteer activities. It
was my first time to do volunteer work but | was
a little disappointed about myself because what |
could do in Otsuchi seemed small such as picking
up weeds in a field or setting up some tents for
the event. | was not sure if what | was doing there
was actually helping someone who lives there,
and sometimes | was spending a difficult time.
But on the very last day, one old man came to talk
to me on the bus to Tokyo from Otsuchi and said,
“Otsuchi is my hometown. Thanks for coming
to do volunteer work in this town, all the way
from Tokyo.” | was about to cry because of the
unexpected words he gave me. Each volunteer
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work | did might be a small action. However, it was
not meaningless. He made me realized so.

This project was not only doing volunteer
activities in Tohoku area but also living together
with all the members who came from Israel and
Palestine. Living together with people who came
from other countries far away from Japan became
an important experience for me. Those members
who came from Israel and Palestine were different
from me in some ways. Sometimes they hid who
they were. They had to suffer because of the
places they were born and grew up. We are all the
same human beings. We all laugh, get angry, and
feel sad, but we all cannot live in the same way.
| learned how important and difficult “peace” is

through this project.

We are all spending our lives in different ways.
It is difficult to always think about “peace” and
others. Additionally, seriously thinking about
people who we have never met or thinking about
the problems that are happening in other countries
can be very difficult. However, if we don't take any
actions, nothing can be solved.

“Small changes can make a big difference
learned these words from a book. What each of
us can do seems so small and sometimes it feels
like it is meaningless. But small action are never
meaningless. This project taught me so. | want
to be the one who can give myself and others a
positive influence no matter how small that is.
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This Year was my 10th anniversary with Hiroko
and this Youth Exchange for Peace Project. It was
a big responsibility which was entrusted to me to
be coordinator of the project in the Holy Land. 2
seminars were held before the project in Jerusalem
as a preparation, the guys were so looking forward
to going together and starting their volunteer
work. Well, our adventure in Japan has begun on
the 27th of July.

| knew from my experiences that we would
have so many difficulties mostly because of the
cultural differences between us from the Middle
East and the Japanese from the Far East with more
conservative and ordered culture.

My fear has become true. We had some
difficulties during our stay in Otsuchi, but we
managed as a group to overcome these problems.

BB &F1 Takakazu Fukushima
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@ Shinshu Zenko-ji, Gensho-in,The Buddhist chief priest
@ Director of NPO Helping Children in the Holy Land
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As for myself | think the volunteer works of this
year were much more interesting and successful
than the past years because of the variety of the
activities we had. We all had fun especially during
the rock festival.

Then came the more difficult part of the project
as | always call it, the part of JICA. The truth and
confrontation time, confrontation with ourselves
and our fears, and with others. As | believed always,
it was a good experience for all that everybody
listened attentively to what each and every one
said. Any experience or personal opinion was
respected. The team work they did to achieve to
make the symposium a success was very nice and
appreciated; dancing, singing, preparing drawings
slideshows, everything was done with love, and
friendship. That's why | think we achieved the goal
we were aiming to, the understanding and mutual
respect no matter nationality, ethnicity, religion, or
orientation.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank
all the people, especially to the Japanese staff,
Hiroko, Miyuki, and Koji, who worked so hard to
prepare and realize this project by raising financial
support or committing to hard office work. |
hope those who have supported this project keep
supporting us because such a project is really
making a difference even though small. Butin a
long term, it will really make a difference. It is not
only making individuals see things differently with
more understanding, but it is also making these
individuals and youngsters spread the lessons to
their families, friends, schools, universities, and
even communities.

Thank you again and God bless you.
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Empathetic Conversation Partners

For me, this year was the third visit to Ootsuchi
and the first time living under one roof with
the project participants. My presence was
nominally meant to be the supporter of the young
participants, but | had some findings while actually
living together with them.

First of all it is the importance of spending time
together under the same roof. Needless to say, the
problem was whether we could have a communal
life without problems. It is fairly hard for Japanese
people who are so used to a peaceful environment
to believe that Israeli and Palestinian youths that
come from a severely divided society get together
and instantly start living together. This time, |
have witnessed just that. On the whole, | thought
everyone did well. However something that
may be ascribed to a cultural cause, that is their
occasional unpunctuality should be overcome for
the sake of communal life and should be handled
by a strong leadership.

My second discovery was related to the purpose
of committing ourselves into volunteer work in
Tohoku. As | previously heard, after four years
from the disaster, there were no jobs that required
volunteers, such as scraping mud and so on.
Therefore | have to ask, for what purpose do we go
there? What | felt in Otsuchi was that the victims
of the tsunami were living with their whole might,
while wanting to move to a place where there are
no disasters like the one they had experienced.
| believe understanding this reality of victims’
feelings and to sympathize with that is the best
dedication to them.

A psychological counsellor wrote in a Buddhist
paper that “the root of concerns can be ascribed
to comparing with others, feeling isolated, and
possessing the sense of self-denial. So, have
courage to talk to a trustful person, then you
will feel connected and relieved. Having yourself
accepted as who you are cheers you up.”

| think these words provide a major implication
in terms of what it is to “build peace.” Especially,
Japanese participants who willingly participate in
the “Peace Bridge” project must keep this in mind.



Unless Israeli and Palestinian participants trust
them, there is no significant meaning in holding
this project in Japan. Despite numerous difficulties
they face, they should show a truly strong will to
create peace. In other words, Japanese participants
must open their heart up to Israeli and Palestinian
counterpart, accept them as who they are, and at
least try to stand by them. Actually, these attitudes
must be adopted by all the participants, regardless

] BII-F Noriko Tasei

@8 NPO B A DI EH X ABREE
@ Director of NPO Helping Children in the Holy Land
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of their nationalities. We must become empathetic
conversation partner to one another.

Seen from this point of view, this year’s project
was, despite individuals’ effort, insufficient.
Another suggestion is that involvement of
previous participants in the process of planning
and member-recruiting will make the project more
fruitful.

This year’s project, as usual,
has faced various unexpected
problems that were hard to
deal with. However, all of us
who spent the two weeks
like a real family seriously
cared, understood, and
tried to please one another.
These were specifically the
attempts to “build peace.”
Peace consists in trusting
and in helping our close family and friends. Mutual
trust, compassion, and need for understanding
--- These are also significant in the issue of Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.

At the point we finished all the programs at
JICA, Tokyo, all the participants wore yukatas
that we prepared beforehand, and took some
photographs. The staff were so unfamiliar with
dressing of yukata that we had to struggle a lot.
However, we succeeded at last ! Every Israeli
and Palestinian participant in yukata looked very
happy. The smile they showed for the photograph
was truly wonderful. It was a special smile, after
overcoming a number of problems and accepting
one another.

| cannot imagine getting through this project
without the support and encouragement of so
many people. | would like to express my sincere
gratitude to all the supporters.
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Koji Asano

@BENPO EA EHMOIELEZZZS
@ Staff of NPO Helping Children in the Holy Land
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Be thoughtful for close people

It was the second time for me to take part in
this project. | participated as a supporting staff in
Otsuchi-cho. Being there as a staff, | was able to
look at it objectively. Therefore, | realized again that
it is fairly important to be thoughtful for someone
very familiar.

In this project, there were a lot of complaints
from the participants, staff, and so on. It is natural
to complain because we are human beings. Some
of these complaints were caused by accidents that
were out of our control, and some were caused
by insufficient preparation and communication
among staff. These issues should be modified
and improved in future projects. However, there
were other causes for complaints; inadequate
thoughtfulness for each other and selfishness.
Sometimes it happened among participants, staff,
and sometimes between our group and others.
Moreover, | should reconsider my behaviour
because sometime | did so.

Our organization, Helping Children in The Holy
Land, aims at the achievement of peace between
Israel and Palestine. However, we should be
thoughtful for someone familiar, and make them
happy before we achieve great peace in the world.
This is because it is difficult to make peace in the
world without making familiar people happy.

In this project, all participants, became
close friends. Therefore, | feel happy to make
them happy. Among staff, we have to try to be
thoughtful for each other. So, | will keep it in mind
and be thoughtful for close staff members. As |
end this report, | would like to thank each of you,
participants and supporters, with all my heart for
your cooperation.
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@ Volunteer Staff of NPO Helping Children in the Holy Land
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“Can you help us?”, asked by Hiroko, Head of the
organization and the Peace Bridge Project, | was
pleased that | was given an opportunity to work
with Israeli, Palestinian and Japanese youth for
the people in Otsuchi, one of the area severely
damaged by the Great East Japan Earthquake
and Tsunami, and so | took on the responsibility
as a staff member. One of the reasons was that
| had been continuing some volunteer work in
the affected areas since the disaster and another
reason was that | had wanted to do something for
the Israeli and Palestinian people since | travelled
there six years ago for the first time, when | was
totally enchanted but also witnessed the serious
reality of the long-lasting conflict.

| started to work with excitement and learned
soon, however, that there were many obstacles!
First, we do not have enough time. Delay in
getting the “green-light’ led to the delay in starting
the preparation of the project, and in addition,
it was decided to start the project earlier than
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those in the past years. There were difficulties in
fund-raising and insufficient human resources.
There were many other obstacles to overcome,
all of which | cannot list up here. We experienced
difficulties in proceeding with work in the project
team due to the differences in ways of thinking,
how to proceed with the tasks, etc. which caused
misunderstandings and difficulties in reaching
consensus and growing impatience and frustration.
In such a critical situation, we, however, discussed
thoroughly, cooperated closely to achieve our
ultimate goal and overcame the obstacles. Then
we finally were able to welcome the Israeli,
Palestinian and Japanese youth.

Once started, the project finished all too soon,
with successes and failures. Accidents happened
one after another, and we often faced difficult
situations with worries, anxieties, irritations and a
series of surprises. We are a group of the human

beings from different generations, religions
and beliefs, cultures, lifestyles and daily habits,
mentalities, etc. In spite of this, we enjoyed living
together filled with smiles and joyful laughter,
tenderness, considerateness, humours and joys.
In the volunteer activities we were engaged in,
our participants knew pains and sufferings of the
people and kids in Otsuchi and stayed with them
with a kind heart. They were also cheerful and
friendly with upbeat atmosphere and did their
best to encourage and make the people and kids
enjoy by enjoying themselves, in the exchange
of friendship with the people and kids. | believe
that the people and kids felt and understood their
wish and good will beyond the languages. | also
believe that each participant learned and shared
something important from these co-habitation
and various experiences.

jﬁiﬂﬁﬂb\ ’5 O))::E / Voices from Otsuchi

aTR - A7 —)VREEERFETIE. ERDURKT
FHBERICHREGZELZ T LIS LB
LOFERLERIToCET, FTHRETUT T
AD—DL LT, HHNOFHA2LDOFNHTORMEE
EUMCPMLTEE L2 S HIZ[ o &b %
X RBE] DESANTKIEERFEANBBELWZZE,

54

REBTIEEFEEEAHZ2V/N O5FK - 7L AIEREEE
Otsuchi Ringakusha, Collaborative School (Certified NPO Katariba)
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@ BT U%— @ Senior Manager

H# F 2L+ Reiko Inoue

@ X%y7 @ Staff

Daisuke Kaga
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Otsuchi Ringakusha, Collaborative School
(afterschool), is providing academic support to
local students whose learning environment has
been significantly affected by the great disaster.
As one of our programmes for English learning, we
have regularly held the event where our students
meet foreign guests and communicate with them.
This summer, we invited the Israeli, Palestinian
and Japanese youth group of the “Peace Bridge”
project organised by the certified Non Profit
Organisation “Helping Children in the Holy Land”.
Seven local junior high school and two high school
students showed the group around the town of
Otsuchi.

It was the first time for most of the students
to speak in English directly with foreigners. All
the students were very nervous at first, but they

_2151317—»7’(&5%%“?%‘& P LR

Interacting with local junior high school
students in English at Collaborative
School.

only needed a few moments to open up to the
guests as the guests kindly spoke to our students
slowly and in an easy-to-understand manner. The
students made a tour of Otsuchi, taking them to
four major sites which are important not just as
the disaster-stricken memorial places but also as
beautiful, attractive sceneries of Otsuchi. After
the tour, all the guests and students joined in the
English communication workshop where they
shared the stories of their own treasures, and also
enjoyed fun activities; dancing Japanese traditional
“Bon Odori” and competing in a watermelon
splitting game.

“It was a shame that | couldn’t explain well in
English to questions from the guests, although
they showed interests in the great disaster.”
Reflecting her conversation with the guests, one
of the students were very much stimulated and
started learning English harder than before so that
she can express what she feels and what she thinks
about the disaster. “At first, | thought that it was
too difficult for me to speak in English. But, | was
pleased that | was able to communicate with our
guests somehow because they kindly and patiently
listened to me and tried to understand what |
said.” Another student found communicating
with foreigners enjoyable, while struggling
to communicate with them with her limited
vocabulary and with gestures.

It was a great pleasure for us, as school
coordinators and teachers, to see that the local
students got a precious opportunity to meet and
make cultural and friendship exchanges with the
Israeli, Palestinian and Japanese guests, both of
whom have experienced pains from the wars and
catastrophes, and understand each other’s pains.
We see this as hope for future for everyone. We
would like to express our heartfelt gratitude to all
of the Peace Bridge Project who provided warm
support and created such a wonderful opportunity
for our students. Thank you very much.
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L AFE  Shusaku Yoshiyama

QO EEHEN BOATI A FEL[BNIX] $B025 FEA
@ Manager, Yume-no-Mizuumi Co., Ltd. Kodomo Yume House Otuchi, A Social Welfare Corporation
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Israeli, Palestinian and Japanese
participants playing with children at
“Kodomo Yume House” Otsuchi.

TEWFE L7,

T EDEHHPL BT ET

RIS [ FEH [ENTR] BBOL] (DUF[#
NIR]) O EESETWIEEES, [ 2]
13, 2013 4F 4 JIZRBENT 2 XD R K 25 ) T
FIFTLE L7z B L7 FED B HEIMO
WD DA R, SESFRELAZIR
TVALTEBHPIEEE M LR LTI L WA S
ERMSTZENLIOWEEIET YT L7120 KRN
RETIMEATVAHERD 23000 ALL EWB K
FBHT Tl [T 2] 1k RFEDOTFLEDbh Ak
I EETHELLTWE T,

RIVTAT KB L2 S &, A AFT)L - /8L
AFFOEEADN (ZEEDHT) [BAT 2] 123k
AT 7obiaIa = —vayiTELON, F
LTRRMLZD., HEAZNTHIENTELTHA
IMmE, ETHARETL. L L, FOLIH %0
iz X212, ORIV LOBNTT, &7
HLERT VT4 TEDOHERZ, Hob WIS
TwEL7ze TELLDOLOFIHREICLDTRD
MENLHELELEHIT, BEVFHEL RV BEMAT
DAI2=r—ar T XDLELTHEEZSD
PPhREEr, ETHREHVILEL. TEL2BIC
EoT, REHRELEELELVEL,

BEMELZTHPFRATH LTS FE LD,
ZLTC ZALTESRBELIRSFLE RS L, Hok
VI INSMHEL 2> —#ICy h—%L72), B
RAL720, AANVELED, JIIECEZLEZY, BR
OENE LD, KRB SADERE #1255
ZENTEI L, FEDLBLALDL, ETHR
W Z W22 &, REABRRERHZ BT T E
NTELLESTBNET, F/oo FEHBITEHE
WPHbLIENTERWHLLNAE W, Eo72D,
BALRBERZ LD THILENTE, HLHOD
WEEMEZIAT 5 E o IHEN IR 572D TIE RV
LRV,

F72. SOLHIBREREBHITIEIE. THILT

56

On behalf of “Kodomo Yume House Otuchi”,
| would like to express our sincere appreciation
for your understanding and cooperation in our
activities, working as volunteers for three days.

Let me briefly introduce our House; we opened
the House in April 2013 in the area called Ando,
Otsuchi, for local children where they can freely
spend time playing with friends, studying, etc.
Affected by the great disaster, there are few safe
places that local children can play with friends or
enjoy sports. Many children live their daily lives
facing various difficulties, sadness and losses and
bottling up their emotions. Because we learned
the children’s painful situation, we decided to
start working for them and supporting them. The
majority of the children coming to our House are
forced to live in the “temporary housing” still now,
as well as more than three thousand people in
Otsuchi.

When requesting Israeli, Palestinian and
Japanese youth to play with and take care of
the children as volunteers, | had some concerns,
in terms of language, wondering if they can
communicate with the children, play with them
and become friends. It, however, turned out
soon that this was a needless worry. The distance
between children and volunteers was instantly
lessened, thanks to the volunteers’ warm heart and
friendliness. | renewed my awareness that children
were very flexible and | was strongly moved to see
that children and the foreign volunteers created a
relationship with heart-to-heart communication,
rather than language. It was a precious opportunity
for the children.

No matter what language they use, the children
talked to Israeli and Palestinian volunteers as if they
had been friends for some time. The volunteers
warmly watched over these children and amused
them. They opened up soon to each other, played
football and baseball, went to the river and made
sweets. The girls enjoyed manicure and pedicure,



too. They enjoyed doing many things together
with their big brothers and sisters, the children
and myself spent a wonderful time and were very
much stimulated. | believe that this is one of the
valuable opportunities for the children to expand
their possibilities.

KR IEA. Masato Okubo

@MEEIRETE - (FHIXK

@ Musician and Performer of Japanese traditional musical instruments

TO “NISORO”
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We would be grateful for your continued support
and hope that we can welcome Israeli, Palestinian
and Japanese youth to our activities again in the
future. Once again, | would like to express our
heartfelt thanks for all of your warm support.
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To the Sky

Along time ago - the place that was stricken by the
Great Eastern Japan Earthquake — was inhabited by
natives called “Ainu”. They practiced nature worship,
hunted for a living and lived in a good harmony with
wild nature. They thanked the blessings of nature and
also held a sense of awe toward nature because they
often were faced with its harshness and fierceness.
They had a belief in good god and bad god - in fact,
these gods are the one single god with both good
and bad sides, appearing as a good one or a bad
one changing from time to time. They believed that
human beings were kept alive by nature, lived in
coexistence with nature and were a part of nature.
| strongly empathise with one of the Ainu people’s
concepts — “Nothing is sent from heaven without the
given role”.

When | reflect on many lives suddenly lost in the
great disaster, | see the life and death determined by
a thin borderline. Why do people live? What is life?
When | was swayed by these unanswered questions,

KIEEHSDE 57



| encountered the word of Ainu and understand it
intuitively. Everything in our lives is meaningful, sent
from heaven and going back to heaven. Heaven is
the sky, | thought. “Solo” and “Nisoro” mean the “sky”
in the language of the Ainu. All the lives are sent from
Nisoro and go back to Nisoro.

Everything about our lives occurs under the sky.
Nature doesn’t need human beings, but human
beings cannot live without nature. We live thanks to
nature. That's why we respect it.

This time, we, those who have been affected
by the great disaster, got a chance to get to know

BILOBICIEY 2EH, KZBEICISTEDOREBRENS ZZET
mEIh, AVULCADPDWTRAET LG, KREBEOBHBHEED H.
A cemetery at the skirt of Shiroyama Hill. Houses and cars
were driven to this cemetery. And, a big fire broke out due to the
gasoline ignition, claiming a large number of victims.
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you Israeli, Palestinian and Japanese youth, and
spent time and worked together. | felt it was very
important to be together beyond space and time,
try to understand each other, share something and
learn from the sharing. | am aware of the importance
of coexistence. The word of Ainu gets to my
heart, inspires me and makes me think about the
preciousness of life - | continue asking “Soro” for a
while.

Wishing to meet all of you Israeli, Palestinian and
Japanese friends again on some occasion in the
future. Thank you very much and good luck.




A&
Name List

JOYIUMEnE

BEE
Ik BLr

(FRENPOEA EHOZ EdEL 254 HHE)

ARZ IV INLAFFREITAZ VT

Xy —T A

BAR X4v7
JHE o BAF
faks BRI
hgE wE
t5-L G
Hfl]  HI-r

—~

|

j\
5

—~

Y

D
b

R R E R

»
b

—~

BEZME

1 XZTIb
NRUL TNV F
=
)7 ahT)
VIV SNV

INLRFF
ZV =4
ENYIN by EOY
IxXv T F=5N
JA AN =)

BAE
iy S
i T

o

\

il

=

(%)
(%)
(%)
(%)

(%)
()
(%)
(%)

(%)
(%)

m
=
B
%
5

g=d

Project Participants

General Representative
Hiroko INOUE

(President of NPO Helping Children in the Holy Land)

Responsibles of Israeli and Palestinian Delegation

Ya' coub GHAZZAWI

Japanese Staff

Hiroko INOUE (Director of Executive Committee)

Rev. Takakazu FUKUSHIMA

(Executive Committee /

Nagano Zenko-ji, Gensho-in,

Buddhist chief priest)

Miyuki SATO (Executive Committee)
Koji ASANO  (Executive Committee)
Noriko TASEI (Executive Committee)

Young Participants
Israel
Peleg BAR-ON
Kela SAPPIR
Noa SHMUELI
Karin COHEN

Palestine
Claire GHAZZAWI
Mohammad TUTAN]I
Jack DAHDAL
Mayce ZAROUR

Japan
Tetsuya SAITO
Chiharu TANAKA

(M)
(F)
(F)
(F)

(F)
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(M)
(F)

(M)
(F)
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Collaborators

Co-organizer in Israel/Palestine
John Paul II Foundation for the Middle East
(Fr. Ibrahim FALTAS, President)

Sponsorship in Japan

Supported by:
Japan International Cooperation Agency
Embassy of Israel in Japan
Permanent General Mission of Palestine in Japan
Archdiocese of Nagasaki

Subsidized by:

The Osaka Community Foundation

Cooperated by:
Caritas Japan Otsuchi Base
Ecclesiastical Province of Nagasaki
Society of St. Paul, Wakaba Convent
Catholic Church of Kichijoji

France Travel Center S.A

Cooperators for Seminar, Charity Events
Nobuhisa DEGAWA (NHK News Commentator)
Reiko UEHARA (Abba Music)

Shadi BASHIYT (AL MINA. Kanda)

Executive Committee
Hiroko INOUE (Chairperson)
Takakazu FUKUSHIMA
Miyuki SATO
Koji ASANO
Noriko TASEI

(In random order)
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Crowdfunding
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AAST)L—/I\LRFF—HK
SEFOZRIFET O 7 in BB 2015 WE=

REZX 27 Editorial Staff
HE aLF Hiroko INOUE
148% = Katsuhiro SATO
ik 78 Miyuki SATO
RE T Koji ASANO
ZHT+—K EET Kimiko RUTHERFORD
ZH =HF Michiko YASUDA
)1 BX Yuta NIEGAWA
FERB A Translation Stafff
FE B Yuuki NAKAO

FHT4—K Io3- George RUTHERFORD

BEaRH# Photographers
H.E BLF Hiroko INOUE
mE &M Takakazu FUKUSHIMA
REF M Koji ASANO
it BEE Erika UKAI
BEEBPEINTHOTORMEETINELZL >V
Ho BHDLBLELTW W, EBRLY o122 8!
Participants harvested potatoes for the first time in
their lives. Thanks to the kindness of the farmer,
we enjoyed eating the potatoes we harvested. They
tasted really good!
EMOEGETOS7 N inElE 2015 ETERES
SRENPOEA EMDIELZEZADR John Paul Il Foundation for the Middle East
T164-0003 HRR#HLFHFXHEFHEF5-8-7-502 Hebron Jerusalem Street 475, P.0.Box 24 Bethlehem
TEL & FAX 03-6908-6571 TEL (972) 2 274 55 57
URL http://seichi-no-kodomo.org FAX (972) 2 275 24 97
E-mail ispalejpn@gmail.com URL WWW.jpii.ps

E-mail info@jpii.ps
Z17TH 2015%F12H1H
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