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Final “Bond-building Game”. Israeli,
Palestinian and Japanese youth affirmed
their bond of friendship through this
game.
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Shalom, Kon'nichiwa and salam!

My name is Dana Magal and | participate in a project called "let's
| make a peace bridge in Japan".
| come from lIsrael, a country that faced many wars and therefore I'm
~ very excited to be here today in Hiroshima, a city that represents the
| importance in achieving peace. The tragedy that happened 72 years
ago in the place we stand today, shows us how disastrous and cruel
wars are. More than hundred thousands of innocent civilians died
because of the atomic bomb. The history of Hiroshima shows us how
much suffering is caused by war and therefore we should do everything
we can in order to achieve peace. Hiroshima also represents hope, hope
for a better future. Despite its' tragic history, | see today a developed,
thriving and lively city which is a peace symbol to the entire world. This
T ——— place makes me bell.eve peace in the Middle Egst is achievable but it's
(25T a progress that requires determination and patience. We need to learn
Speech of Peace Massage ~ Dana Magal how to forgive and make compromises.
(srael) | would like to tell you about this amazing project. "Let's make a
peace bridge in Japan" successfully unites Israelis, Palestinians and
Japanese youth. We discuss the ongoing conflict in the Middle East and
so we discover different point of views and deepen our knowledge.
| believe young people can be especially instrumental in forwarding
peace and the Japanese play an important role in connecting between
us. In addition, by visiting Japan and getting to know the locals we
learn about the fascinating culture and history of Japan. When we
are together | realize we have a lot in common despite our different
backgrounds.
| believe each of us can become a peace builder and make a change.
We can encourage discussions that will lead to a better understanding,
spread our opinions to family, friends and coworkers. We can educate
the future generations to live according to important values such as
forgiveness, reconciliation, justice and respect of human rights. In my
opinion, the most important thing in order to achieve peace, is stopping
the violence. The violence creates fear and hatred and eventually
prevents peace. | believe we should approach to these issues with
an open mind and to remember that in the end of the day we are all
humans. | hope that in the future we will find a solution that satisfies
both sides and we will live together in peace.
Thank you.

Dana MAGAL / Israel
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Hey everyone,

I'm grateful for having the chance to make part of “Let’s make a
Peace Bridge in Japan” Project between Israel, Palestine and Japan,
to stand here in the Hiroshima Jogakuin University, being here,
participating in this project means to talk, to raise a voice, to share a
story, an experience, an opinion, to spread love seeking for what our
world needs, what people are praying for, simply PEACE !

And, today, | have this opportunity to meet new people,
understand different points of view, learn new cultures, accept
others and to be aware of what is going around us, proving to the
world that we, human beings, no matter what background we are
from, what skin color we have, what language we talk, what religion
we believe in, if we have the inner peace, faith, love and hope we will
live in a beautiful, calm and peaceful place.

Mother Teresa once said: “If you want to change the world, go
home and love your family”, Me, as a single person, | know that | do
not have the capacity to do much to have peace in a big world full
of conflicts, crimes, wars, sadness and pain. So if | want to become a
peace builder, | have to start to love who is near me. A peace builder
is someone who acts in small ways everyday to make the world a
more peaceful place starting by our small world. As human beings,
we have incredible potential. It does not offer an easy or quick
solution. It is an ongoing process of learning for young and old.

Let’s take Hiroshima as an example. The atomic bomb on
Hiroshima was brutal; deprived a tremendous number of people of
their precious lives and turned the city into ruins. It killed more than
hundred thousands of innocent civilians who had not done anything
wrong, and to this day, many are affected by the radiation from back
then. But this catastrophe did not stop Japan as a country to develop
and Japanese to continue living, standing up again stronger and
stronger, looking for peace, looking for a life worth to be lived. And
the proof is us, today all together here, looking for solutions to live in
a better place, with positive minds and pure hearts, caring about the
interests of the community and not the single one.

Because Hiroshima declared itself a city of peace, after an atomic
bomb burst overhead 72 years ago, I'm here to raise a voice, as a
Palestinian girl, who lived the war al intifada, and still living the Israeli
occupation. I'm asking for a normal life, a simple one, looking for an
end to the occupation, to the pain, to the sufferings and to the war,
and calling for a lasting Peace based on equality, human rights and
freedom.

Peace is our responsibility and if Peace begins with a smile so
imagine what a world of smiles can do. Thank you.

Taline LAMA / Palestine
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Thank you for the valuable opportunity to speak today. My name’s
Haruka Ueda, and I'm a fourth-year at Kobe City University of Foreign
Studies. We -- Japanese, Israelis, and Palestinians -- have come to
Hiroshima to think about peace and war.

As you all know, Israel and Palestine are in conflict, and innocent
civilians on both sides have become victims as the conflict continues
without resolution. People have lost their beloved hometowns,
families, and friends. | cannot pardon the conflict in which these
irreplaceable, precious things have been destroyed and taken away.
| often fight with an overwhelming sense of helplessness, thinking
“There’s nothing | can do.” But nevertheless | wish for a solution
to the conflict and for peace for my friends, and for this reason I'm
participating in this project.

War and peace. When | studied abroad for 10 months in Palestine, |
personally faced these issues. There are many words and sentiments
from my conversations with others that | cannot forget. And when
| traveled to neighboring Jordan, meeting Syrian refugees fleeing
from war was one of the most shocking experiences for me. Even
now that | have returned to peaceful Japan, those experiences still
pierce my chest like a thorn that cannot be pulled out.

| worked with an organization that supports people in Syria,
and the organization took me to a hospital where it brings people
wounded in the conflict. There were seriously injured people there,
and some did not regain consciousness. Among the injured were
men who had taken part in the fighting. | had no words when | saw
the raw, wounded figures of young people around my own age.

One of them said, “We have no choice but to be bombed or fight.”
When | heard this, | thought, “This world is crazy; this is not right.”

Everyone wants to live in peace. In reality, no one wants to hurt
others.

And yet, there are people who have no choice but to fight when
they are faced with a power greater than their own. From my heart, |
think this is wrong. | came to believe that what | can accomplish with
my own life is to change these situations and to help those suffering
from conflict. | had the opportunity to visit Hiroshima around 10
times in the past year. | discover something new every time | visit the
Peace Museum and every time | speak to a guide in the Peace Park.
And every time | recognize anew that dropping the atomic bomb
was a crime against humanity, no matter the politics or international
situation at the time.

We will never forget that here, in our calm and beautiful Hiroshima,
S0 many innocent lives were taken in an instant -- and we will make
sure that the crime is never repeated. For that reason, | am strongly
determined to help build peace in the world. | will keep searching for
and adding, one by o ne, to the list of what | can do.

Haruka UEDA / Japan
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Purposes of our Project

The purpose of this project is to build “Peace Bridge”
among the youths of Israel, Palestine and Japan, and
to cultivate human resources that can contribute to
peace as leaders in the next generation. We provide
the opportunities to think about “human being, life
and peace” throughout a communal life, dialogues : S
and volunteer activities, to overcome animosity and RHDRART Y TA7 42— TROFLEERIERRAN b
conflicts and to develop the friendship based on International Cultural Exchange Event with the citizens of Nagano.

P P At the Volunteer Center
mutual acceptance and trust.

Israeli and Palestinian participant s: 17 days (Aug. 2 ~ 19)

Schedule Japanese participants: 13 days(Aug. 4 ~ 17)
*Youth of 18-26 years old
Group 4 Israelis 4 Palestinian 1 Palestinian with Israeli nationality
composition 6 Japanese

-Staff : 4 Japanese 1 Palestinian

1. Communal Life
In two-weeks communal life, the youths from the 2 countries in conflict and from

Japan learn and experience the possibility of “peaceful coexistence” and the
importance of mutual understanding and acceptance, and they make up the bonds
of friendship. Japanese youths particularly learn how to “make a peace” and “foster
relationship of trust” as a mediator of the youths from the adversarial countries.

2. Learning about “Peace” and “War”

Visiting Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum, listening to the experiences of A-bomb
survivors and participating in the Peace Memorial Ceremony. They acknowledge the
silliness of war and the importance of peace again, and develop a sympathetic mind
for the sufferings and the sadness of the others.

3.Cultural Exchange

Cultural exchange with Nagano citizens, Buddhism experience in Zenkoji, and home-
stay experience. By participating in volunteer activities for children, they snuggle up
to someone who need help, develop the mind of service, and experience the joy to
work together,

Contents of
Activities

4. Workshops and dialogues

Sharing what they learned through the various activities in Hiroshima and Nagano,
and also sharing their personal experiences of the conflict, they try to discuss how to
find a way of peace.

5. Spreading of project results

Through symposium or exchange program, they will transmit messages of hope and
declare their decision to work for peace.
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2 Summary of the Project
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Summary of the Project

Hiroko Inoue

Chairperson of Certified non-Profit Organazation “Helping Children in the Holy Land”

Introduction

The international exchange project among
Israeli, Palestinian and Japanese youths was held in
Hiroshima, Nagano and Tokyo this year.

This small activity to sow seeds of peace started
in 2005 has been since carried on with people’
s understanding and support every year. We
can also build a friendship among students from
the countries in conflict and Japanese students
who would like to contribute to peace. This time
too, so many people and groups took care of us
and received warm support from them both in
financially and operationally.

The preparation and implementation of a project
of this kind is not so easy. But we believe that we
can build a foundation of our “peace bridge” only if
we make every possible effort to overcome to face
each hardship. Fortunately, the project was ended
with a great success in spite of some difficulties we
encountered. We would like to release a report of
the project with gratitude.

1. Preparatory Period

This year, our board of directors decided in
January to implement this project, and set up a
system of collaboration between our secretariat
and our local staff and the John-Paul Il Foundation,
our co-organizer. The hardest work was fundraising
and selection of participants. Fortunately, many
supporters donated to us generously and we
received a grant from Mitsubishi UFJ Foundation
to cover the costs. We also held lecture meeting
and charity events for PR and fundraising. We
would like to thank to Mr. Nobuhisa Degawa (News
Commentator at NHK) and members of Makoto
Deguchi Jazz Messengers who helped us to hold
these events.

Ms. Tomoko Watanabe, representative of NPO
ANT-Hiroshima, Executive Committee for Peace
Program of Catholic Hiroshima Diocese, and Mr.
Takakazu Fukushima of Shinshu Zenkoji Genshoin
gave us a big help to make a better program and to
provide accommodations.

We have to improve our way of recruiting
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participants in order to choose from a larger range
of candidates. This time we had relatively a few
number of applicants not only from Israel and
Palestine but also from Japan. The proportion of
males to females was not balanced, and in fact, we
only had females from Japanese. We selected 4
Palestinians, 4 Israelis, 1 Arab of the Israel nationality
and 6 Japanese. Please refer to the page 22.

2. Implementation of the Project

1) Activities in Hiroshima (Aug. 4th to 7th)

20 people including the staff stayed in Hiroshima
from Aug. 4th to 7th. We stayed at Catholic Kannon-
machi Church as a participation group of the Peace
Program held by Catholic Hiroshima Diocese.

The programs were substantial with the help of
Ms. Watanabe, the representative of ANT-Hiroshima,
Catholic Hiroshima Diocese and Reverend. Masashi
Sawamura of Hiroshima Jogakuin University. We
specially thank two intern students, Yui Mukoji,
and Annelise Giseburt who attended us very kindly
during our stay in Hiroshima.

We had many activities on Aug. 6th such as
1) participation in Peace Memorial Ceremony,
2) visits to Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum
which convey vividly how inhuman are the nuclear
weapons, 3) participation in the Peace March with
many people coming from various areas of Japan,
4) appreciation of the musical “I Play (original drama
aiming at the abolition of the nuclear weapons and
the realization of a peaceful world)” that children
played, 5) listening to the experiences of A-bomb
victims, and 6) visit of hibaku-jumoku (A-bombed
trees) giving us hope and strength of the life, 7)
participating to the prayer service for peace in
Hiroshima Jogakuin University.

This was a program of peace study for the
students of several universities and to which Rev.
Pastor Sawamura kindly invited us. During this
prayer service, Ya'coub played pipe organ as “sound
of the pipe organ in hope of peace”. We also had
an opportunity to send peace messages from the 3
countries to the attendants. (Refer to P#) Reverend
Sawamura encouraged all the youths with these
words. “There is an old saying: If you want peace,



you have to be ready for war. What a contradictory
saying! Isn't it your duty, you, youngsters who are
going to carry the future, to find “an alternative
way” and “a change” and to walk towards them?”

All the programs were appealing to the youth
the absurdity and the tragedy of the war, and the
importance of the peace inciting them to work for
peace.

Problems in Hiroshima: We encountered both
expected and unexpected problems. A hard
schedule in hot and humid summer days after the
long flight from Israel and Palestine, a communal life
and unfamiliar situation such as using public bath.
As one misfortune followed another, the typhoon
No. 5 came close and we were forced to change
some programs by transportation stops.

It must be a disappointment and burden for
youths because of the cancellation of Miyazima
sightseeing that they were looking forward to in
particular and a large route change from Hiroshima
to Nagano. In coping with the different and
unexpected situation, we must recognize that the
staff couldn’t sometimes have enough time to make
arrangement among them.

2) Activities in Nagano (Aug. 7th to 14th)

Shinshu Zenkoji, Genshoin offered us the
accommodation as same as last year.
Workshop/Seminar
We started workshops during the stay in Nagano
because of the short stay in JICA. We must say that
sometimes we could not proceed as scheduled for
many reasons.

The participants has begun their workshop
looking back the activities in Hiroshima and
shared feedbacks reminding to themselves the
preciousness of peace.

Then, divided into three groups, they discussed
how to achieve the goal of this project “Peace
Bridge”.

They also shared their personal experiences of
sorrow, pain, anger and fear that they felt because
of the conflict. The speakers could get out their
inmost feelings and the listeners tried respectfully
to listen and understand each story. Fortunately
they have already become friends through this
communal life.

This sharing experience should have been hard
for them, but it was an important process they
definitely had to go through before walking into “the
path for peace building”. Itis a first step for peace to
accept and understand each other.

International Cultural Exchange
International Cultural Exchange Event

On Aug. 11th we held a cultural exchange event
and more than 60 Nagano citizens joined us and
enjoyed with us. The youths performed traditional
dances of three countries, Arabic dance “Dabke”,
Israeli “Folk dance”, and Japanese “Soran Bushi” &
“Bon Odori”. Moreover they served to the people
arabic dishes which they had cooked themselves.
We were glad that a local chorus group “Canto
Chiara”, a gospel group and a hand bell group gave
us their wonderful performances and warmed up
our event.

The practice of the traditional dances was so
hard that some of them was going to give up. But
supporting each other, they finally ended in success.
Their hearts were united little by little experiencing
like this the diversity of the cultures.

Volunteer Activities

We participated in a volunteer activity for children
held in the beautiful lizuna Highland and enjoyed
outdoor activities like fishing and barbecue with
children.

Home stay

One of the most enjoyable experiences for the
youths was home stay. It must be a very good
souvenir to be welcomed by each family and have
a wonderful time playing with little kids in spite of
language barriers.

Thanks to the Nagano citizens, especially to
the volunteers and the host families, the young
participants could admire and enjoy the wonderful
nature and culture of Japan and also appreciate
the worm hospitality toward them. Our special
gratitude goes to the Nagano City Volunteer Center
which helped us to do these activities.

Difficulties of Communal Life and Cross-
Cultural Tolerance

The communal life is always hard. For “today’s
youths” who have different cultures, customs and
mentalities, and who have just come to Japan for
the first time, it should be so tough to live altogether
a communal life. And | understand that they felt
tired with the intensive activities since their arrival
in Japan. There seems to be a little selfish mind,
frustration, murmur and anger. Some youths could
not keep time and some tended to be absorbed in
communication on a smartphone. Sometimes they
became a little bit sulky when we gave a few words
to them. Japanese rules might be a burden to the
youths of Israeli and Palestine such as not entering
a house with dirty feet and not walking on Futon
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(Japanese-style bedding). We always have the same
kind of problems every year, but this year, they were
little bit more apparent than the other years. The
fact that we had almost always a rainy weather
was not helpful for them. It was not easy for them
to have change and refresh themselves. However,
they have overcome these difficulties by learning to
forbear a little by little, to accept and forgive each
other. We believe it could be a good practice of
peaceful coexistence.

3) Activities in JICA Tokyo International Center

(Aug. 14th to 17th)

The purpose of the activities in Tokyo was to sum
up, through the last dialogues and sharing, the
results of the project, and to make sure if a “Peace
Bridge” was built among them, and finally, to find
how to work for peace concretely in the future.

In a workshop, we asked them to talk very freely
about frustration and discomfort they felt during
the project. We appreciated their frank sharing
because we could recognize ourselves that our own
understanding and patience regarding the diversity
of mentality were not enough. We could humbly
open up our mind, understanding each other,
forgiving each other and reaching a reconciliation
with each other.

3. Reflections and Problems

As | mentioned above, we had many problems
this year because of following reasons;

- Insufficiency of communication.

- The rules of conducts, agreed by all the
participants prior to the project, were not observed
very well. (Punctuality, usage restriction of internet,
etc)

- Shortage of understanding the diversity and
difference of customs and mentalities.

- Too many activities.
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“Prayer service for peace” at
Hiroshima Jogakuin University

Conclusion

100 years has passed since the conflict between
Israel and Palestine started. It has been 50 years
from the beginning of the occupation of the West
Bank by Israel. We have not yet found a key to solve
it. The hope of the “two-state solution” proposed
by Oslo Agreement in 1993 is fading away. Many
youths of Israel and Palestine still consider the other
side as “enemy” and do not know “what is peace”, or
“how to live in peace” although it is their generation
who has to assume the role of peace building in the
future.

The purpose of this small NPO project is to
sow tiny “seeds of peace” in their hearts. From
a small quarrel between individuals to a big
conflict between countries, the causes of these
discords are always the same: egoism and lack of
communication. Of course, our two-weeks project
is almost nothing before the huge issues of “Peace”.
However, the communal life and dialogues together
with Japanese youngsters can be a small laboratory
to promote mutual trust and to build friendship.

| am happy that after the project two Japanese
participants visited Israel and Palestine. They
rejoiced to see again the Israeli and Palestinian
youths who were now friends and who hospitalized
them. Moreover, when | visited Jerusalem this
September myself, | was so moved and glad to see
an olive tree bearing a lot of fresh and green olives
in the garden of Notre Dame Center of Jerusalem.
Actually we had planted there in 2009 a very tiny
plant of olive as a testimony of our project. It has
strongly grown up to about 4 meters high with a
lot of beautiful leaves and fruits. | saw the vigor of
life in this tree. And being comforted very much,
| found again hope and confidence that our small
“seeds of peace” will bear fruits, for sure, somewhere
in the future.
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1. Preparation (in Japan & n Israel-Palestine)

Month Heading Detail
Decisi The executive committee decided to implement the project.
ecisionto “JOHN PAUL Il FOUNDATION”" was to be the co-organizer as usual.
March carry out . o . .
th ! Main purpose is “Peace Study”in Hiroshima and Cultural Exchange,
e project . .
volunteer works, dialogues and sharings.
February - | Making Program and | Consultation about the program and schedule with organizations and
May Schedule collaborators in Hiroshima and Nagano
Application for Obtained approval from JICA, the Embassy of Israel,
sponsorship the General Mission of Palestine.
/-jpril i Reservatign.of Catholic Hiroshima Diocese : Approval for participating “Peace Program”
une sgrcrfi%r:rr?goritslzrr]{d and facilities for accommodation.
location for Zenkoji Genshoin : Approval for facilities for accommodation
the exchange event Nagano Volunteer Center : Reservation of the Event Hall.
Made posters and leaflets for fund-raising, started distributing materials
February - . . R .
Auqust Fundraising to supporters and supporting organizations. We are granted a subsidy
9 (¥700,000) by Mitsubishi UFJ Foundation.
Recruitment of participants through internet as well as NPO'’s
Aoril - connections. Selection of nine members from Israel and Palestine in
P Recruitment collaboration with the co-organizer JOHN PAUL Il FOUNDATION.
June . S
Selection of 6 Japanese members through application documents and
interviews (including by skype).
Purchase of flight tickets for Israelis and Palestinians.
May - Reservation of Reservation of transportation means in Japan; tickets of JR
July transportation from Tokyo-Hiroshima-Nagano, tickets of bus from Nagano-Tokyo
and a rent-a-car.
s Preparation of documentations to obtain Palestinians’ entry VISA, sending
June - Application for h ] | Local staff he Emb f) in Tel Avi
July VISA them to Jerusalem. Local staffs went to the Embassy of Japan in Tel Aviv to
apply for and receive visa.
Preparatory At JICA Tokyo International Center, preparatory seminar for Japanese
24-25 . L :
July Seminar participants to learn and understand about the conflict between Israel and
(for Japanese) Palestine participants.
Preparatory Seminar | Preparatory seminar twice in Jerusalem for Israeli and
June - . L . . .
July (for Israfel!s and Palestinian participants with the purpose of learning about
Palestinians) Japan and atomic bombing, and promoting friendship.
1) A lecture on the actual situation of the Middle East by Mr. Nobuhisa
2,17 Charity Events Degawa (NHK News Commentator).
July y 2)"Friendship Party”: Concert by Mr. Makoto Deguchi and Jazz Messengers,
and a buffet of Mideast dishes.
Mid July- Last purchases Pur.chfase ofdfood, rr?ed|call_|§upﬁ!|es an((jj l\(I)ther necessary items for the
August and arrangements activities, and sent them to Hiroshima and Nagano.
Made T-shirts, itineraries and nametags.
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2. Preparatory Seminar for Japanese Participants

A preparatory seminar was held for Japanese
participants on June 24th and 25th, 2017, at JICA
Tokyo International Center. The purpose is to
help them to understand better the history of the
Israeli-Palestinian Conflict, its actual situation, and
the perspective of the way for peace.

Day1:

In the beginning of the Seminar, Hiroko Inoue,
the president of the NPO, presented to the
participants the history of the project, its vision,
purpose and goals. And then, they introduced
themselves to get to know each other. After lunch,
the schedule and the activities in Hiroshima and
Nagano are presented to them. And then, they
practiced Soran-bushi dance. After the dinner, they
talked with Israeli and Palestine participants on
Skype about the current situation of Jerusalem.

Day2:

Each participant made a presentation on a topic
that had been assigned to her prior to the seminar.

Presentation on 4 topics concerning the Israeli-
Palestinian Conflict:

+ Holocaust and Jewish (Remi Tanida)

« Settlements (Yui Takata)

+ 2 States Solution (Miyu Tsukada)

« Issue of “Jerusalem” (Naomi Harada)

Then, they discussed on each topic, shared
information and exchanged their ideas.

At last, having understood better their roles and
the goals of the project, the participants stated,
one by one, their resolution on taking part of the
project. This workshop was very useful for the
project participants to understand better what
peace is.

MDTCAREEDARTIIV - I\LAFFBINE
Israeli and Palestinian participants wore for the first time Yukata
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3. Preparatory Seminar for Israelis & Palestinians

We started our meeting at 11:00 at the John Paul
[l Foundation Office in Jerusalem, by introducing
ourselves to each other and Hiroko was on skype
with us. Then | showed them three YouTube videos
on the tragic disaster of Hiroshima and its terrible
consequences.

| could see how much they were touched and
affected to see these so strong footage videos.
Therefore, | gave them a few minutes to digest and
understand what they watched so that they could
share with each other their feelings and thoughts.

The main idea of the sharing was: why would a
person do such a thing to the other persons, why
did they need another bomb on Nagasaki after
Hiroshima? Why do human beings need to suffer
that much? Why can we be so cruel sometimes?
Does anybody deserve such an ending? We
should try to overcome our own differences and
conflicts to find peace and resolution in the world.
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Then | explained a little bit about the project, its
purposes, the possible activities and the outline of
the schedule. We found a nice coincidence that 3
of the Israeli girls have their birthdays on August,
and consecutively Moran on 3/8, Dana 5/8 and
Basya 7/8. Then we took about half an hour for
a snack break, before starting to practice and to
work on the dances the Bon -Odori, and Soran
Bushi. Bon-Odori was so easy that we mastered it
in about 15 minutes, but we practiced 2 hours the
Soran-Bushi as it was a very difficult dance.

They left the meeting greeting each other with a
big smile showing their joy of knowing each other
and their satisfaction of the meeting, but at the
same time with much pain in their legs because of
the practice of Soran-Bushi. It was around 15:00, all
looking forward to meeting each other again on
the 11th of June.

Ya'coub Ghazzawi
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Lecture Meeting by Mr. Nobuhisa Degawa (NHK
News Commentator)

“Interpretation of the confusing political situation
of the Middle East”

A lecture by NHK Commentator, Mr. Nobuhisa
Degawa, a part of a support of summer project,
was held on July 2nd in Catholic Kichijoji Church in
Tokyo. The theme of the lecture was “Interpretation
of the confusing situation of Middle East”. The
contents were as follows.

We expected that peace negotiations between
Israel and Palestine would be progressed after the
autonomy agreement (Oslo Agreement) in 1993.
However, the negotiations are suspended and we
have now almost no news about them.

In the Oslo Agreement, they decided to
proceed the peace negotiations creating for a start
Palestinian autonomy area in the West Bank and
Gaza occupied by Israel in 1967, during the so-
called “6 Days War". Its final goal was “coexistence”
of both Israel and Palestine. But negotiations were
often interrupted by mutual distrust and violence.
Unfortunately, Israeli Prime Minister Mr. Rabin,
who had been positive in the peace negotiations,
was assassinated, in November 1995, by an
extreme rightist Jew. Since then, the tide of peace
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negotiations changed. The negotiations were
resumed in September 2010 through Mr. Obama,
the President of the United States. However, it
was not followed because Israel did not accept
freezing of settlement activities in the West Bank.
Mr. Trump, the new President of United States,
showed in February an attitude not to stick to the
Two Countries Solution. We do not know if he has
a clear peace strategy since he is always on Israeli
side: for instance he doesn't object basically to the
settlement activities.

According to recent poll results, more than 60%
of Israeli people answered that “the West Bank is
not an occupied land”. The postwar generation
born after 1967 believe the West Bank was originally
Israeli land because they never learn that it was
occupied by the war. Moreover, the tendency that
“the current situation is OK” is spread on Israeli side
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Charity Event “Friendship Party between Israel, Palestine and Japan”
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since the terrorisms are certainly decreasing because
of the wall built on the border with Palestine. | am
afraid that the hope of peace is loosing.

What should we do to move on the peace
process? First of all, we have to stop the violence.
We need also to revive the “2 states Solution”. Then
we have to set a framework for peace other than
that of Oslo Agreement. And until then, we need
to freeze the current situation such as expansion of
the colonies. It is important to build confidence at
the citizen level of both sides to move on the peace
process again. In this sense, an activity like that of
“Helping Children in the Holy Land” is meaningful
even if it is very long way to reach the goal of peace.
About the lecturer, Nobuhisa Degawa
He entered NHK in 1985, experienced the directors of Teheran
branch (1991-92), Jerusalem branch (94-98), and Cairo branch

(2002-06), and currently serves as a commentator on topics related
to Middle East, Africa, and Islam.

Israel, Palestine, and Japan Friendship Party

On July 17, we held an event “Israel, Palestine, and
Japan of friendship” at Nicolas Barré Hall in Yotsuya,
Tokyo, as a means of project advertisement and
fund raising. With more than 70 guests in a bright
and spacious hall, the event turned out to be really
cheerful and successful.

At first, one of the past participants of the summer
project delivered a presentation about the project
contents, and encouraged for a greater support.

The following program was a beautiful live concert
by Makoto Deguchi Jazz Messengers. The second part
was a buffet of Arab cuisine catered from Al Diwan,
Azabu, Tokyo. The guests seemed to enjoy the exotic
taste of the Middle East. Also, we held a bazar selling
products from Israel and Palestine, which added a
more exotic atmosphere to the event.
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Sharing of the experiences in Hiroshima

WIREDEEERS

Listening to the experiences of a A-bomb victim
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Daily Reports of the project

Part One:
Activities in Hiroshima /Aug.4 ~ 7

Friday, Aug. 4

AM : Israeli and Palestinian participants arrived at
Kansai Airport from Tel Aviv, traveled from Osaka to
Hiroshima by JR line and Shinkansen.

PM : Arrived at Hirhosima Station, met Japanese
participants and staff. They moved to Kannon-machi
Church, offered by Catholic Hiroshima Diocese as
accommodation. After orientation, visited Hiroshima
Peace Memorial Museum.

Saturday, Aug. 5

AM : Attended to “Prayer Service for Peace” at
Hiroshima Jogakuin University with other students
from several Universities. Ya'coub played a pipe
organ. Each representative of Israeli, Palestinian and
Japanese participants presented his message for
peace.

PM : Watched a musical “I Pray” played by children.
Attended a Peace Walk.

Orientation and icebreaking.

Sunday, Aug. 6

AM : Attended Hiroshima Peace Memorial
Ceremony. Attended to a Lecture by A-bomb
victims and listened to their experiences.

PM : Thanks to NPO ANT-Hishosima, had a lunch
and break time, workshop and sharing.

Went to see A-bombed trees.

Evening : Toronagashi (memorial service for the
victims of A-bomb, floating paper lanterns lighted
with candles on the river)

Monday, Aug. 7

AM : Canceled to go to Miyajima. Went to the
Hiroshima Station in a hurry because of the
announcement of cancellation of the train between
Nagoya and Nagano. Obliged like this to change
our program due to the approach of the strong
typhoon No. 5.

PM : Traveled from Hiroshima to Nagano via Tokyo
by Shinkansen. Arrived at Zenkoji, Genshoin around
10 p.m.
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Part Two:
Activities in Nagano / Aug. 8 ~ 13

Tuesday, Aug. 8

AM : Workshop - Self-introduction, sharing about
the experiences at Hiroshima.

PM : Workshop — Confirming and remembering the
aim of this project in 3 groups. Each group reported
the results in a general meeting.

Practice of dancing.

Evening : Free time

Wednesday, Aug. 9

Early Morning : Participated to the Prayer Service of
Zenkoji.

AM : Experienced Zazen (Zen meditation).

PM : Israeli and Palestinian participants went to their
respective host families. Almost all the Japanese
stayed at Genshoin.

Thursday, Aug. 10

AM : Went to the Volunteer Center returning from
the host families. Practice of dancing.

PM : Workshop — Sharing — “The experiences of
home stay.” Practice of dancing.

Evening : Practice of dancing.

Prepared for “Peace Bridge Symposium” the next
day.

Friday, Aug. 11

AM : Prepared for “Peace Bridge Symposium” in
Nagano - Practiced to dancing and prepared Middle
Eastern cuisine.

PM : “Peace Bridge Cultural Exchange” -
Approximately 80 participants attended.

1) Opening speech and presentation of the “Peace
Bridge Project”.

2) Cultural exchange: Performance of traditional
songs and dances from the three countries. A local
chorus group “Canto Chiara,” a hand-bell choir, and
a gospel choir also participated.

3) A buffet of Middle Eastern cuisine: Offered Middle
Eastern cuisine cooked by the project participants.
The guests enjoyed it a lot.

Evening : Free time.
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At lizuna Highland, Nagano, a photo with the children and the volunteers after the barbeque.

Saturday, Aug. 12

AM : Excursion to lizuna Highland with local
volunteers and children. Experienced mountain
trout fishing. Enjoyed very much fishing at a pond
barbecue in the beautiful nature and with the
children.

PM : Sharing — “Personal Experiences of the
Conflict”

Evening : Dialogue on the sharing of the morning
to understand better each other and to renew their
resolution to build a peace bridge.

Sunday, Aug. 13

AM : Workshop — Discussion on the Conflict
between Israel and Palestine

PM : Workshop - Discussion in 3 groups, “How to
build concretely a Peace Bridge?”.

Mr. Ko Okabana, staff of Mitsubishi UFJ Foundation
was present.

Evening : Cleaning Zenkoji Genshoin and packing

up.

Part Three:
Activities in Tokyo / Aug. 14 ~ 17

Monday, Aug. 14

AM : Travelled to Tokyo from Nagano by bus.
PM : Arrived in Tokyo. After check-in to JICA and

orientation, the participants had a free time to
explore Tokyo.

Tuesday, Aug. 15

AM : Workshop — Sharing “Experiences of activities
at Nagano.”
Trust Game.
Looking back on the whole project.
PM : Icebreaking — Survival game.
Workshop - “Have the aim of this project been
accomplished as group and for yourself?”

Wednesday, Aug. 16

AM : Played Kizuna Game: as the grand sum of the
project, this game made their mutual friendship and
appreciations “visible”.

PM : Workshop — Drawing up the Declaration of
Peace. At first, participants individually pondered
their resolutions from the project, and then,
discussed about the individual resolutions in 3
groups, and finally, drafted a declaration for peace
as a whole group. Finally, they wrote personal report
of this project.

Dinner : Farewell party

Thursday, Aug. 17

Morning : End of the project and dismissal. Free
time for the rest of the day.
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Balance Sheet

70717 beEHRE (2017548 ~9A)
Project Financial Report (April - September 2017)

IRADEE Revenues BT Unit ¥
&H e &
[tems Descriptions Amount
—REE
Private donation 1,276,200
BiE =% UF) EREEE 200,000
= Subsidies by Mitsubishi UFJ Foundation ’
éﬁ%ﬁtions etc 3,255,592
T ARV MR GEBER. FrYUTa— cANXUE) 672 350
Charity event participation fees (Total) !
2ME& F4E. AZvJ o
Project participation fees (students, staff) 1,416,483
Ho&®
Own funds 339,779
&t Total 4,404,812
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FHODER Expenditures B[ Unit ¥

&8 e =%
[tems Descriptions Amount
RiBE (FIE. ®IT/N\A, L2Aa—h)
Transportation (Shinkansen & train fare, 408,349
ENRE rent-a-car and other travel expenses)
. Domestic travel
B EXpenses wrEE (ERE-R&EGL)
Travel Accommodation (Lodging * Meals) 661,253 | 2,882,222
expenses
BARE mzEsf 7ILrEJ~mHE
Oversea travel Roundtrip travel expenses Tel Aviv ~ 1,812,620
expenses Narita
EHEEHE. (X5T)V - /\LAFFERH
FRE . 676,400
Adminisrative expenses, Preparation in
AFHE Israel / Palestine 756 400
Personnel expenses '
EEdR
Reward 80,000
TesR{sE AR
_ Rental fee of seminar rooms & halls 80,292
REE
Conference expenses 147955
P SRANT . TTTITIV ST —
67,663
Event fee, Farewell Party
ENR| - . BUAEE INVTLwvk s LEY, a—. REZER
Pﬂﬁ - 85 - W Kbind Leaflets, brochures and booklets, 96,000 96,000
rint / Copy /Bookbinding Making report book
B B BIEH - BB, WEBRE
38 Lﬁx’ B i Communications / delivery, Report 30,762 30,762
Communications / Delivery shipment
‘;\ | o % < 1< N Ve LY
Sk SREENE TV 134,608 | 134698
Consumables Groceries, T-shirts
ME TRAFHRL. TDMt
) 6,775 6,775
Micellaneous expenses Transfer fees. Others
N S A = . >
N BER, FrUT 4= AN/h 350,000 | 350,000
Event expenses Charity events and seminar expenses
&&t Total 4,404,812
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Feedback from the Participants

BESNEDE / Voices of the Young Participants

=

@ 1ZX>I) 257
@ Israeli 25 years old

CEAIOZTAE in b
=] IZBML. 2nE oL
ALDFENRTERDE DS L
Ty O %R ME T
{HEFHLTW, ATV
b, EWARIEETENE
IMICEDET. HIDER
RHRFFLEHMLTHHHZ
ZEIREL. DL L
LThH, BFOBRLAMTLIHIETILT2,

M2z HPELETWBEI LR, WICTNTHEELR
TREh 72012, [FEALDBIMEN LR T X
IBRERHLTW 2 EIZEBWD, ELho70 A
7ebid, TEIORIMEZEE TR L. KT b
BBz,

AR Y ARV ARV [ NS A RVARY Y R d
R TE BREFOENFTIIEEE0AIGE D
WER, #oEEOTIIEEL 2T 2. KBTI
AR NI L, BMHOAY—F &, #
BHRTHORELBMELZ LA TE,

Tulx s edEl, ¥ K ORESCKEHIE T
L7 Znnasna-be, fLEIELL, T35
LHETRERY)BRZSZENTE,

TuaT 7 OBET, LTV = T =%
WZHU) ATV DR, HWICHBRL 39 550

34

-
/L/'fz:iﬂ,/j7
EWEF1UTraHILEU b

Information Security Consultant
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| anticipated to have many conflicts and issues
due to the cultural differences and opinions of
every participant by joining the “Let’s Make a Peace
Bridge in Hiroshima 2017".

| always expect people to understand my ideas
and my state of mind, of whether or not they agree
with me, just as | attempt to understand every
opinion even if | disagree.

| was pleasantly surprised to find that most
participants have a similar state of minds and
even if we couldn’t always say everything we felt.
We managed to discuss and communicate in a
respectful and productive manner.

We have communicated with many different
people from different communities — In Nagano,
we saw the Budhist lifestyle of monks in the
Zenkoji Temple and experienced Zen meditation.



In Hiroshima, we attended the Peace Ceremony,
listened to the Prime Minister’s speech and
conversed with survivors of the A-Bomb disaster.

Throughout the project we encountered
numerous obstacles and difficulties, and found
ways to overcome them together in a polite and
respectful manner.

The project has helped me to improve the
way | communicate with people especially when
addressing sensitive subjects. It has enriched my

A4+ Dana MAGAL
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knowledge about the conflict and has provided
several new opinions and points of view.

Living and conversing with people of various
different cultures has been truly proved to be
a priceless experience. | hope to maintain my
knowledge and to gain a deeper understanding
of the backgrounds, states of minds and points of
view of people not only regarding the conflict, but
also people who have any aspect of life we have
interest in.
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I joined the project “Let’s make
a peace bridge in Hiroshima” to
get to know different cultures
and learn more about the
conflict in the Middle East. | was
hoping to meet new friends and to reach for a
better understanding regarding the conflict. | am
glad my expectations came true. By experiencing
the community life, cooking, dancing and having
fun together, we became friends despite our
different backgrounds. | have learned a lot about
the conflict and developed my knowledge through
sharing various points of view and personal stories.
| believe it is crucial to be aware of facts, history
and the bigger picture of the conflict in order to
examine the situation in an objective way. In my
opinion, the project was successful in this matter.

In addition, the project was focused on mutual
respect. We had occasion to share some difficult
discussions regarding sensitive issues. And we
found that mutual respect has been an essential
principle for understanding the other side. | am
certain that after this project | can help to clear up
misunderstanding among the people and | will do
my best to spread the importance of peace among
my friends.

Visiting Hiroshima taught us the importance of
reconciliation. We should learn how to forgive but
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not to forget. | enjoyed experiencing the Japanese
culture by participating in a Buddhist prayer.
Moreover, spending time with my host family has
been an unforgettable experience.

Despite our understanding that the conflict is
more complex than what it seemed and that there
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might not be a solution that satisfies both sides, |
still want to believe peace is achievable.

I would like to thank everyone who took part
in this significant project, to the participants that
became true friends and the staff members.

Basya KRITHCKER
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| expected to achieve a better understanding
of the situation through discussions and to
become a group of peace builders and to start
taking first step towards peace. | hoped our group
members became closer and closer. | also hoped
that the current situation between Israeli and
Palestinians would be changed, and that we could
live in harmony. Obviously, it couldn’t happen in
two weeks, but | absolutely knew that we, the
participants, Israeli, Palestinian and also Japanese
could co-exist and live in harmony together,
despite our diversities.

Thanks to this project, | was able to understand
better the Palestinian side, how they feel and
what they've been through. | have learned to be
open minded and considerate, and to build a
true friendship with them. Sleeping, eating and
cleaning together helped us to connect better
each other. Facing the same difficulties and
struggling them made us being closer and more
united. All these experiences showed me that we
could genuinely become connected and have
a good communication. That means peace is
achievable.

First of all, it is very important for me to keep in
touch with my new friend, both the Palestinians
and the Japanese, and will spread what | have
been through and learned in this project to
everyone in the world whom | know. We need to



learn to compromise, to be tolerant and to respect
the other side. | will introduce this kind of project
to other people and will talk about this project to
them.

| hope that peace comes to Israeli and
Palestinians as soon as possible. | also hope no
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more innocent people will get hurt from this
conflict, and could live a happy, normal and
peaceful life. | wish people make effort to promote
peace more and more so that the group of peace
builders will grow as much as possible. We will be
able to reach our goals step by step.
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Before the project, |
expected to meet new
people and to learn about
their point of view on the
conflict and how the conflict
affects their daily life. In fact, | could understand
the bigger picture better and get one step closer
towards peace as a personal achievement. | feel
that | have achieved most of my goal and more. |
met wonderful people and we managed to have
a great respectful discussion about the situation,
the history and our daily life. | have learned much
more than | expected, such as the Palestinian way
of life and costumes, building friendships, and
opening my heart, etc. | would share it all with my
surroundings when | get back home.

In the project by listening to and sharing stories,
I've learned about life on the other side, how they
see things and how they live their difficulties. There
are many reasons behind struggles. I've shared my
stories to let everyone know my perspective and
to manage to create a bigger picture, a real picture,
that is not affected by the radical governments
and etc..-- This allowed me to understand the
complexity of the situation and really work my
mind and try to figure out a solution or at least a
way to make a change even a small one.

My plans are to do my best to spread what | have
learned among everybody, to tell the stories about
the mutual understanding and mutual hope for
peace. | would like to try and make a difference in
people’s point of view on the conflict, and to try to

sEOE - SESMNE 37



get one step more, even a small one, to be closer
towards peace.

| hope that someday in the future, we all live in
peace. | hope we'll manage to grow and overcome
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our differences, | hope there will be no more
victims, no more hate, no more limitation, no more
pain. | hope that one day we could all just be free.

I Jack DAHDAL
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Peace Bridge Project 2017 is the second project
| participate in, the first time being in the summer
of 2015. This time | was chosen as the leader of the
Palestinian group. As a young leader it was a tough
job to take the responsibility to maintain the group
to be a good and strong one. Nevertheless | could
enjoy every moment of the project. Thanks to this
responsibility, | could develop my personality and
my way of thinking and becoming productive.
Moreover, the project helped us to build a new
level of trust between us as a group, to maintain
the friendship and even to strengthen them.
| think being a leader (with the trust of Hiroko
and Yacoub) earned the respect of the staff and
everybody to be a bridge between us all.

This opportunity to take part of the project
once again made me realize better my duty to
commit myself more and more to carry on peace
building in my country. | believe many Palestinian
youths should have the same opportunity as |
had: participation in such an important project.
Regardless of how many times you participate, you
will be constantly learning new things. No matter



which culture or which background you come
from, the mutual respect and happy atmosphere
made the project so productive.

In my opinion, the project in 2017 was better
than the previous project in 2015. The respect
showed in sharing and discussing was great, the
good feelings given by the participants made you
feel like you're not away from home, but you're
actually home among your friends and family.

During these amazing two weeks, | have
learned a lot. For example, about the A-bombe in
Hiroshima, | have seen how it affected the people
and how they were able to rise from the ashes
and rebuild this city into a better and stronger
one. | believe the future generations will be able
to live peacefully in Hiroshima which is currently
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representing peace. | have also learned from this
horrible tragedy and the peace project to carry on
with this mission of spreading peace to my own
community in Palestine, sharing with my friends
and family my knowledge and experience gained
in the project. And step by step, we can plant the
seed of peace in everybody’s’ hearts.

We are very happy to have participated to this
project and to have achieved its purpose. | think
all the activities, specially the group workshops,
helped us to achieve our purpose. I'm sure that we
will keep in touch with each other through the SNS
group that we created for ourselves.

Every moment in this experience will be
remembered forever.
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Before coming to Japan, | thought that we
(Palestinians and Israelis) do not have a lot in
common. However, after | met the Japanese staff
and participants, | figured out that we share a lot
more than | have expected. The reason behind
that is that our culture in the Middle East is more
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different than the culture in the Fareast. This
resulted in strengthening our relations with the
Israeli participants and trying to adapt and respect
the Japanese culture. | can say that we had some
cultural conflicts. But | think the overall atmosphere
of the group made us overcome these problems
and become one of the best groups in this kind of
projects.

In my opinion what we got in this project is a
kindness since we had to live and interact with
individuals with different cultures and beliefs
and backgrounds. This also allowed us to make
lifelong friendships each other. Moreover, during
the discussions and workshops, | had the chance
to express myself respectfully and freely without
any interruption that resulted in being heard and
understood my point of view by everyone. On the
other hand, by listening to the others, | was able to
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expand my limitation of knowledge and learn new
things and believe that we are all victims of one
conflict.

I will reflect my experience here in Japan
with my friends back home to provide a better
understanding of the current situation. | also
want to keep our friendship and try to expand my
connections throughout the participants to have
a better network between Israelis, Japanese and
Palestinians to collaborate and benefit from our
experiences for a bright future.

It is quite hard to achieve absolute peace in this
cruel world but | feel obligated as a youngster to
start with small steps, such as my inner, family and
community peace. In my opinion, | think that we
should coexist without any ideological, racial and
gender limitations and build a peaceful world for a
productive generation.
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My prospective before coming to Japan was
to have the ability to look through different
perspectives and to see the conflict that | was born
in and lived with through my entire life, from the
eyes from the different side in this project” Let's
make a Peace Bridge in Hiroshima 2017 “. | actually
achieved not only that purpose, but also some
other abilities. | could have a deep and sentimental



understanding of both sides, not just one. That was
very interesting and beautiful way of seeing things
for me because it allowed me to take part in the
discussions and widened my knowledge about our
conflict.

This project has given me something | did not
expect. It made me open my eyes and understand
things in general. It also changed my personality
and the accepted level to see so much that | could
understand and accept the other side, Israelis. |
became even friends with them instead and we
could convinced ourselves as the same human
beings, not different. All of that has been developed
by communication through different activities, as
workshops and spiritual prayers.

In this Project, | experienced many interesting
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Civil building and architectural engineer

activities such as living the community life with the
participants of the project or visiting the Zenkoji
Temple where | saw many beautiful and traditional
buildings : | was particularly happy because my
major study at the university is architecture. It
was also very touching to visit Hiroshima Peace
Memorial Museum because saw that this city has
turned to roses from ashes and has overcome her
pain in order to take a positive direction. Hiroshima
is today a great city and gives me a sense of hope
for our future and especially mine.

| hope that people would start to believe in
building bridges, not walls, and to consider that all
the people are the same human beings with equal
rights, and not different because of colors, religions,
or countries.
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I'm really glad and grateful that | had the
opportunity to participate in the project “let’s
make a Peace Bridge project in Hiroshima, 2017 |
have been eager to take part in this kind of projects
that would give us the chance to speak up my
opinions loudly and understand the others' point
of view, because we can't have an opportunity
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like this in our country. We, Israeli, Palestinians,
could talk freely because we were staying and
living together with Japanese here in Japan, a third
country. Me too, | could share my stories about the
conflict in Ramallah in Palestine where | am living
unfortunately.

As one person, | know | have no capacity to do
much to achieve the peace our world needs, but
step by step, | would start with small things such
as participating in similar project, spreading a
peace message and giving a chance to others to
understand the diversity of their way of living. All
of us can be peace builders. The more we are, the
less it would be difficult to work altogether hand in
hand in order to build a peace bridge.

Friendship, good communication, listening
and accepting each other were the main key and

achievement of this project. | was really lucky to
meet very open-minded people even with our
different nationalities, religions and cultures. We
shared our thoughts and accepted the others’ ones

in a really respectful way. We have learned about
others’ sufferings and new things we did not know
about before. We had the chance to do many
important activities together, such as attending
Hiroshima’s Peace Ceremony, and the prayer in
Zenkoji. All of them were experiences that taught
us more about the Japanese culture.

My hope is what | gained from this project. We
still can work and achieve peace even in our small
and personal world in many different easy ways as
it is said: “Peace begins with a smile”. So, if it is like
this, can you imagine a world full of smiles?
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When we hear the word "peace”, we think about
a life without any problems, troubles, and conflicts
---.etc. But in fact, to reach this point is so difficult,
and if you want to make a change, you should start
changing yourself then try to change the others.

Our experiences of the Project have begun when
we met the Israeli participants at the airport; the
first destination was Amsterdam where we had
about 6 hours stop where we tried to break the ice
and get to know each other.

We were so exhausted after 12 hours flight from
Amsterdam to Hiroshima but it didn't prevent us
from going and visiting the museum where we
spent very emotional moments regarding to the
atomic bomb and how it affected the people of
Hiroshima.

We had a lot of experiences such as trying the
public bath, the ZEN meditation and visit to the
temple of Zenkoji. But the most important thing
was having the workshops and the discussions
which made us more accepting and being
considerate to each other and understanding
about the situation in Israel and Palestine etc.

| will never forget the wonderful memory which
| had with the host family in Nagano. It was an
exceptional and extraordinary experience. | felt
love and hospitality of the Japanese people. The
cultural exchange event was also a big joy for us
because we had a chance to express our culture
and exchange it with the Japanese as a way of
respect and love.

At first | didn’t have any idea what the project
is going to be. But fortunately, | found myself so
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lucky to have participated to this project “Let’
s Make a Peace Bridge 2017". It helped me to
develop many sides of my personality like to be
more open minded, accepting the diversities of the
other people and to respect the others’ opinions.
This project has sowed seeds of hope in my mind.
| hope to be able to spread in my turn peace
massages, trying to become a peace builder. My
hope in the future is to have a world where people
accept each other no matter what their religion,
color, or ethnicity is, and where all of us look at
each other as humans. Because | think if we also
see each other as humans, we wouldn't be killing
each other and we would cherish and love one
another no matter what.
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4 years ago, | participated in this project
and learned many things through listening
to the stories of participants from Israel and
Palestine. | was greatly touched by their stories.
This experience prompted me to visit Israel,
Palestine and Auschwitz, or to talk with persons
who are involved in munitions industry. These
experiences helped me to get more knowledge
and information, and pushed me to participate in
this project again. | wanted to talk with Israeli and
Palestinian people of the same generation as me,
and wanted to hear about their situation about
what | couldn't feel reality 4 years ago.

This time, actually, my experiences helped me
to understand their stories more easily. However,
no matter how much | understood their stories, |
found that | cant comprehend their real thought
regarding the conflict. This finding made me upset.

EHEE Yui TAKATA

[ JEES 20 % PN=2t
@ Japanese 20 years old University Student
SUOEOT Y 7 MIBIMNML 2L E EZonT
12y FAZA AT IO - R AFFHFFITOWTIELE
ZBIET TR, RO DOHFE RO L L
WCTEz, Zo7uy=7 MB350, fAlt 3
HATbNIz RS T4 T—% B LT AT - 8L
AFFIZOWTC, B TIGEIC R 5TA AT IV - %
LAFFAD LR B ED L D o7z HHNH
B B Bb LA ZEZ S EIERICE -
THOTORETHY. TIZRFICAFLIZFERNS
N NEYRE L TN OENZERRIESL ZENST
&, TNLCRENCHIE LTI AT - 7SV AT F I
WIRZFF O L)ool 7RV M 2ELTH -
ELLDAATIIN - IRLAFFANERIEBIZ>THY
Gl A B A ROV E B BN ERE L7,
M7V bRIAE. BB HEE3

But at the same time, | thought that people who
are not involved in the conflict can do something
because of their neutrality. And it is to listen to
both sides impartially. To be neutral is difficult but |
think this is our responsibility.

Once | lived in Holland who seems to represent
freedom, so | thought it was easy to go along with
diversity. But in this project, | suffered difficulty
how to deal with culture difference. Middle
Eastern culture is different from either Western
or Japanese culture, and it was precious to me to
have found that there are many other cultures in
the world other than Japanese or Western one.

Accepting and understanding different culture
was not easy at all. But if you go into business in
abroad, unless you can understand local culture,
you can't create good partnerships with local
people. | want to be more flexible to the diversities.

We could have indeed firm friendships between
Israeli, Palestinian and Japanese members through
this project. They might be so tiny one in the view
of national level, but they are precious for us. It is
true that there are people who get profits from the
war but we must not be upset. We have to keep
our friendships and keep the hope for peace.
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The peace bridge project gave me a lot of
opportunities not only to learn and think deeply
about Israeli-Palestinian conflicts, but also to
mutually understand our cultural differences.
Before | participated the project, | have had
chances to talk with Israeli and Palestinian friends
about the issues through Study Tour in March. It
was the very first time for me to talk with Israelis
and Palestinians in person, and to listen to their
personal stories relating to the conflicts. Thanks to
the Study Tour, | could visit the countries that | had
really wanted to visit since | entered the university
and this experience made me more involved in the
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issue. Then, | decided to participate the project in
order to make more Israeli and Palestinian friends
and get deeper understanding of Israeli-Palestinian
conflicts.

Through visiting Hiroshima, Nagano and Tokyo,
and spending two weeks together, participants
surely got along well with each other. | could learn
a lot about the conflict from them, so | achieved
my primary objective during the project. To tell the
truth, | didn't care so much about the diversity of
the cultures before the project, but | was made to
realize the importance to understand difference
between the cultures. This difference between
Israeli- Palestinian culture and Japanese one
sometimes became a trigger for conflicts among
us. The project gave me a first experience to realize
the importance of respecting different cultures
and also hardness of community life.

| have been studying Israeli-Palestinian conflicts
to get deeper knowledge and understanding
about them, but | did not have so many chances to
understand their culture itself. In this regard, the
project gave me very precious experience in my
life. | hope that the conflicts are settled and Israelis
and Palestinians coexist in the same land. | learned
that understanding and respecting different
cultures is necessary for coexistence. | would like to
keep what | learned from the project in my mind
and make use of it when | meet with new people
who have different cultures.
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Before this project, | was looking forward to
hearing many kinds of opinions about the conflict
between Israel and Palestine. Actually, discussing
especially about one-state-solution or two-state-
solution was interesting for me. It was also deep
discussion because we could try to find as good
solution as possible. To be honest, | would have
wanted to ask much more questions and do more
discussions with them. It was not enough, but
precious time for me.

This project taught me how difficult it was to
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co-exist with people from different cultures. | was
not satisfied sometimes with the attitude of the
participants from Israel and Palestine because of
different cultures. At the cultural exchange event,
for example, some of them were chatting while the
other groups were performing. | felt it was rude
for Japanese, so | should have cautioned them to
avoid it. On the other hand, | think about myself
that | should have understood their weakness
not be able to be punctual and that | had to be
more tolerant to their sense of time. Then, for me
this project gave me a good chance to know how
important it is to accept the diversity of other
people’s mentalities and to find a compromise in
my own mind.

| am planning to build my career on the field
of the international cooperation in the future,
especially in the Middle East. The experiences,
knowledge and friendship that this project has
given me will help me a lot to make my career.

| felt the duration of the project, only two weeks,
was too short for me to understand what the peace
is. However, through stories of the participants |
got to know their thoughts and sufferings under
the conflict. Though this kind of project’s power
is so small for building peace between Israel and
Palestine, | hope the concept that the participants
received through the project will lead the world to
the better future.
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Before joining this project “Peace Bridge”, | set a
goal to myself. It is to make friends with both Israeli
and Palestinians. In order to achieve this goal, |
tried two things.

First one is to communicate with them through
small talks in our everyday life. Because, in order to
make relationship with persons whom | meet for
the first time we need to take action by ourselves,
even a small one. We must be always as we are,
sincere and open-minded. This is the starting
point to connect with people. Therefore, | tried to
communicate with them by small conversation
such as “What did you eat?” or "How was the
workshop today?” etc. | knew that these casual
conversations had a significant power to get better
to know each other. Therefore, | could show by my
attitude my desire to become friends with them.

The second thing | tried is to listen sincerely to
each of Israeli and Palestinian opinions. | was sure
that my attitude of sincerity and respect could put
their mind at ease.

However, to tell the truth, I must recognize that
at the beginning of the project, | have not been so
good at taking action by myself. | was struggling
to make relationship with Israelis and Palestinians. |
was not active to communicate with them from my
side. But one day, a Japanese member told me that
if | do not take action by myself they do not react
and show interest to me. This advice encouraged
me to talk to them from myself.

As a result, | could become friend with both
Israelis and Palestinians. | have learned that in
order to build a peace bridge, first of all, we need
to become friends and then respect each other.
| believe that we could build a bridge of peace in
this community.

Moreover, through this project | could
understand better the issues about Israel and
Palestine.

In the future, | would like to work in the field of
conflict resolution and peace building. Through
this project a lot of things motivated me to dream
come true. | feel that people in this world can live
in the peace if they continue to take some action.

To realize the peaceful world we might need very
long time. However, | do not want to give up. | want
to realize the peace in this world. Therefore, | will take
action that is possible for me step by step. Moreover,
| do not want to hurt my family, friends and the
people surrounding me. | want to make peace from
my surrounding. | believe that the peace of the world
will not realize without these small efforts.
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| have been interested in jobs related to conflict
resolutions. However, since | have not understood
what exactly the job would be or what | can do for
conflict resolutions around the world precisely yet,
| could not have planned my future. Through this
project, | found conflict resolution more difficult
to achieve than | expected by experiencing the
obstacles of understanding of various cultures. It
is most necessary and basic to understand other
people’s cultures in conflict resolutions; with my
poor knowledge, | have recognized that fact. Yet,
living together with nine people from Israel and
Palestine for two weeks made me realize the lack
of my ability of understanding of other cultures.

The toughest time during the communal life for
me is a disagreement between Israeli, Palestinians
and Japanese of how to deal with problems. At
this moment, | felt a big cultural difference. On
one hand, we Japanese tend to like talking and
discussing the problem in order to try to find some
solutions; on the other hand, they are inclined to be
in distance and get time and space to consider by
themselves without any discussions. In my opinion,
without talking about the problem, we would
never be able to overcome the problem, so before
acknowledging their cultures | was frustrated with
their behavior of being quiet. Later, we had time to
exchange views against the problem for removing
everyone’s misunderstanding of each other’s
culture. We could finally understand the culture
that Israeli and Palestinians tend to start talking
all the facts and their feelings related to the fact
until they finish organizing everything in them. In
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addition to this point, there were many cultural
differences or other points that both of us could
not fully understand.

This discussion time also made me realize my
selfish thinking. When everyone at the table telling
his or her honest feeling and listening to other
people’s opinions, | started thinking why they
were not able to acknowledge my culture or my
feeling of sadness. | could hardly consider others
and accept their cultures as what they were at the
moment. The ability to think calmly with a neutral
position is necessary to get involved in conflict
resolution; however, the ability barely belonged to
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Visiting some A-bombed trees, Hiroshima.
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me because my brain was almost occupied with
egoism.

The regret through this project lays in the hard
way to find a reconciliation in order to overcome
our different cultures. From my point of view,
one side tended to compromise the differences
of cultures and sometimes pushed them to bare
those distinctions. If possible, we should have
shared compromises in a fair way so that all of us
could be easily satisfied with their communal life.
Therefore, my next step will be to work on finding
the fairness of compromise on understanding
other cultures.
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The Project of this year was one of the most
challenging and at the same time interesting one
that | have ever participated as a participant or as a
responsible of the Palestinian Israeli participants.

Because this is a dialogue project, actually the
students have learned by experience in a daily
communal life of 2 weeks how to dialogue and how
to discuss. They have lived the conflict between
themselves. It was difficult to understand each
other’s’ different backgrounds and cultures, so
it resulted a kind of a conflicts between some of
the participants, between with the dialogue and
compromising especially from the Japanese side.
But they could resolve this problem by dialogue and
mutual acceptance. And they have become very
good friends.

The project was a living experience of the conflict
that taught us how to overcome our differences
and to find a compromise each other through the
mutual respect and the will of peace.

For me it was a very difficult but successful
project because we could have these beautiful and
precious experiences.

I would like to say as a last word: | really hope that
this project will continue. Because it can bring up
the youngsters as peace builders so that they could
help their countries and become a good example of
mutual understanding and reconciliation for all the
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others.

P.S. Moreover | had the opportunity to perform
concerts in three churches to widen the vision of
the Japanese about the NPO and its activities to
support the students and the peace understanding
in the Holy Land for Israel and Palestinian, Christians,
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Muslims or Jews the same, as we are all human
being after all.  was surprised in a very good way of
the hospitality of the people and of their generosity
in supporting and donating for the NPO.

| hope many other people would also be part in
this NPO. Because as | always say, good education
leads to peace, war is made by ignorance.

@& 811 Takakazu FUKUSHIMA

QO EMENFRERER. BT NPO ZAN BN ELEFTAZRESE
@ Buddhist chief priest of Shinshu Zenko-ji, Gensho-in
@ Director of NPO Helping Children in the Holy Land
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Person who can feel peace

Hiroshima was chosen this year as one of the
places to hold the “Peace Bridge Project”. We could



participate to the Peace Memorial Ceremony with
the youngsters from Israel, Palestine and Japan on
August 6th.

In the explanation of the ceremony, it is said:
“Being a memorial service for the atomic bomb
victims and a prayer for lasting world peace, the
ceremony is held with bereaved families and a
large number of citizens in front of the memorial
monument for atomic bomb victims in the
Peace Memorial Park”. | felt how eager and deep
the people’s wish for peace in the speeches of
the mayor of Hiroshima and of the governor of
Hiroshima. However, | was so much disappointed
with the speech of Japanese Prime Minister.

It was not surprising because Japan has expressed
non-participation in a meeting in March for
establishing Nuclear Weapon Abolition Treaty held
by the United Nations. Afterward it was adopted
by a large number of 122 countries. It was a big
achievement of International Campaign to Abolish
Nuclear Weapons (ICAN). On October 6th, ICAN
was chosen as the Nobel Peace Prize. It has been
71 years passed since the General Assembly of
the United Nations appealed to the world for the
nuclear disarmament. One of the reasons that ICAN
received the Nobel prize was that this organization
had worked so much to revive this expectation of
the abolition of nuclear weapons. They say that the
enthusiasm and the activities of the atomic bomb
victims have greatly contributed for this prize.

Fortunately we had opportunity to listen to their

I H— Koji ASANO

BENPO EN EHDNZELEZADZE ZXZv7
. Staff of NPO Helping Children in the Holy Land
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story in Hiroshima. | think that “a person who can
feel or appreciate peace” would be a person who
had experienced a war himself.

Regarding to “a person who can feel peace”, a
symbolic incident recently occurred. A cave called
“Chibi-Chiligama” in Yomitan-son in Okinawa was
damaged by someone. It is a sacred place and
a symbol of peace for the Okinawa people who
lived the war. Because in this cave 83 citizens had
carried out group self-determination in the battle
of Okinawa. That is why the group of bereaved
families prohibited to get into cave. Four boys were
arrested. They excused themselves saying that
they didn’t know the history of Chibi-Chiligama
and that it was just “a joke” that they damaged the
cave. This incident shows how is difficult to “feel” or
“appreciate” peace for the people who don't know
the history.

We wish the peace of the world be realized.
And first of all, we hope that the Holy Land that is
actually in conflict will be peaceful. We want Israeli
and Palestine people, especially the youths who
participated to the “Peace Bridge Project” to be
“a person who can feel peace”, because they are
themselves the persons concerned. We want them
to talk with their heart to the people of Nagano
about the tragedy and sufferings of conflict and
the hope of peace, like the atomic bomb victims
are doing. This is the only reason and purpose we
accept and welcome the “Peace Bridge Project” in
Nagano.
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It was the fourth time for me to take part in this
project. There were two differences between this
year’s project and the previous ones. The first one
is that we went to Hiroshima, and the next one is
that we went to three difference places, Hiroshima,
Nagano, and Tokyo.

Through this project, | had two topics to think.
They are about “Hiroshima” and “the difference of
culture”,

First, it’s about Hiroshima. In order to achieve the
goal of this project, we decided to go to Hiroshima
where the A-bomb had been dropped for the first
time in the world. We arranged the schedule to
attend the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Ceremony.
We wanted the participants to learn about peace
from Hiroshima. However, | thought (seemed to
me) that the youngsters were not impressed by
“Hiroshima” so much. To be honest, | also was not
impressed at that time, but “Hiroshima” had a big
impact on me when | was a child. This might be
because | am familiar with it and because | see it as
a just history. Nevertheless, we should hand down
it to posterity for peace. It remained as my issues to
consider in the future.

Next, it's about the difference of culture. |
feel it the most than ever before. In this project,
some participants got frustrated because of the
difference of culture and thought. Moreover, our
activities didn’t go as planned sometimes. As a
stuff that manage the activities, | wanted Israeli
and Palestine participants to adopt Japanese
culture. However, | thought that it was a very good
opportunity for participants and me to learn about
it after project.

That's all I have to say about Hiroshima and the
difference of culture. In this project, there were
points to improve. | try to make projects in the
future better.

As | end this report, | would like to thank each of
you, participants and supporters, with all my heart,
for your cooperation.
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First thing to say is our deepest gratitude to the
participants and the staffs of the Peace Bridge Project
2017 for visiting our Hiroshima Jogakuin University to
share a graceful moment of peace memorial service
on Aug. 5th, 2017.

Some time ago, on a certain Sunday evening,
| happened to meet Tomoko san (Ms. Tomoko
Watanabe, the chief director of NPO ANT-Hiroshima,
which is indispensable for the peace action in
Hiroshima). | clearly remember that she told me
about Mr. Yacoub Ghazzawi and the Peace Bridge
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First thing to say is our deepest gratitude to the
participants and the staffs of the Peace Bridge Project
2017 for visiting our Hiroshima Jogakuin University to
share a graceful moment of peace memorial service
on Aug. 5th, 2017.

Some time ago, on a certain Sunday evening,
| happened to meet Tomoko san (Ms. Tomoko
Watanabe, the chief director of NPO ANT-Hiroshima,
which is indispensable for the peace action in
Hiroshima). | clearly remember that she told me
about Mr. Yacoub Ghazzawi and the Peace Bridge
Project to plan to visit Hiroshima on and around
the Atomic Bomb Memorial Day (Aug. 6th). While
listening to her, | started to imagine how it should be
wonderful to welcome this delegation for our peace
memorial service on Aug. 5th. | was so excited to
think about the scene that Mr. Ghazzawi is playing
the Pipe Organ of our Chapel!

Our university also has several peace study
programs around Aug. 6th and | am involved in
two of those as a director. One is “8.6 Peace Study
program” which has 30-40 members from several
Christian Women Universities in Japan. And the other
is the joint program between us and Kansei Gakuin
University, which is our sister institute (though far
greater than us) in Kansai Area in Japan. From last
year, these programs started to joint each other to
have a peace memorial service on Aug. 5th and |
thought it should be the greatest opportunity to
have Mr. Ghazzawi and the Peace Bridge Project
there.

And it was far more than expected! | was so
touched and almost lost my words to say even
during leading the worship. Youths from different



background, context, culture, nation, race, religion
etc. were there united in peace! | believe that it might
have been an unforgettable moment for everybody
there.

The climax of the service was the messages of
the representatives of Peace Bridge Project. Every
message was special to me though the most
touching was the message of the participant from
Palestine. She told her earnest desire to live daily in
peace and hope.

Her message reminded me of those who worked

JEEB BBF  Tomoko WATANABE

@ NPO /= A ANT-Hiroshima I2EE
@ President of Non-Profit Organization ANT-Hiroshima
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hard to restore Hiroshima as Peace Memorial City.
At this moment, we are living in the 72nd year after
A Bomb dropping but in peaceful and restored
Hiroshima. We remember respectfully the people,
especially Hibakusha (A Bomb Survivors) struggled in
endurance to live day by day with earnestly hoping
peaceful future rather than paying back.

Lastly again | really would like to appreciate Ms.
Hiroko Inoue and the Peace Bridge Project, and also
Tomoko san and ANT-Hiroshima.

May the Peace and Blessings unto you all.
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During the first Peace Bridge Project in 2005, |,
along with Father Koezuka, assisted the project
and welcomed the participants to Hiroshima. The
young people from Israel, Palestine, and Japan
(that year high school students from Hiroshima
participated) were full of energy and were
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passionate about learning about each other.

This summer, 12 years later, | was lucky enough
to assist the Peace Bridge Project 2017. | wondered
how you all, as young people living in a world
quite different from that of 12 years ago, would
experience Hiroshima during the busy days
surrounding 6 August. | put together the program
schedule with these thoughts in mind and with
the cooperation of Hiroshima Jogakuin University
Professor Masashi Sawamura and the NPO | Pray.
| entrusted ANT’s young interns Yui Mukouji and
Annelise Giseburt to work with you directly during
your visit.

During your short stay from 4 to 7 August, |
am sure you both learned extensively about the
bombing of Hiroshima and experienced Hiroshima
as a living city. You visited the Peace Memorial
Museum, participated in the prayer service at
Hiroshima Jogakuin University, watched the play
“I Pray,” participated in the peace march from the
Atomic Bomb Memorial Mound to the Assumption
of Mary Cathedral, listened to the testimonies
of hibakusha, toured hibakujumoku, and
watched the lantern ceremony. You probably felt
overloaded with information. However, you also
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@ Host Family in Nagano
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had opportunities to share your thoughts, through
the peace messages given at Jogakuin University
by representatives from each country, as well as
during discussions at the ANT-Hiroshima office and
other places.

A number of the Hiroshima high school students
who participated in the Peace Bridge Project 12
years ago are still in contact with one another.
Seeing them, | feel that their experiences still live
inside them and have changed them in various
ways. This year too, | hope the young people from
around the world, including ANT's two interns, who
gathered in Hiroshima take the time to process
what they learn and make it their own.

This year’s program contained a special reunion
for me. | first met Yacoub in the first year of the
program, when he was 15 years old, and in the
following 12 years he has become a wonderful
young man, leader, and pipe organist. | was so
happy and moved that he came back to Hiroshimal!
| know that it is more difficult to continue
something than it is to simply do something once.
Everyone who supports this project and works to
make it happen again and again has my deepest
respect.
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Our family welcomed two youngsters from
Palestine and Israel. It was short time, but we were
happy to have a good time with them. We realized
that the only thing we knew is the location of the
2 countries. So we started to learn about their
situations only after we decided to accept them as
host family. It was a good opportunity and positive
experience for us to know these countries.

We used to be under wrong impression that
“all the people from the Middle East should be
Muslims”, but the two youngsters were Christians.
| have thought that they were in the conflict every
day, but we found it was not like that. | believed |
had a flexible mind before | met them, but | found

that | also had stereotype thought which could be
barriers in cultural exchanges.

Since they stayed our home, our family tried to
know and develop ourselves more than before.
We were happy to hospitalize them because of
following reasons;

- We could see two youngsters from the 2
countries in conflict were talking a lot until
midnight.

- Our 4 children memorized the name of their
countries, Palestine and Israel, and got a positive
impression that “they were naturally fun brothers
even if they come from the different countries”

- Our family could reflect on ourselves and on
our country.

Thanks for giving us the great opportunity.

We would also like to thank to two youngsters
who have answered to many questions very
patiently even though we did not have basic
information about their countries.

5 A+ Kazuko TSUKADA
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My daughter, a university student has joined
“Peace Bridge Project 2017 in Hiroshima” in the
midst of her preparation for one-year study
abroad in London. The focus of the project is the
conflict and peace between Israel and Palestine,
an issue we only know through media. Our family
welcomed Dana, an Israeli girl. We were glad to
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have a relationship with her and to think about her
country that we have never known and to have an
opportunity to talk with her about the peace.

My daughter has left for London on Sep.5th to
learn about peace building. | hope she will

continue to develop the friendship born in this
project and keep on building “Peace Bridge”.

During the home-stay, we had a very good
exchange of food culture with Dana by taking
her to a local supermarket, picking some
summer vegetables in our garden and cooking
dinner together. For examples, we have made
SOBATSUYU (seasoning soy sauce for Japanese
noodles) that was made from dried bonito flakes
shaved by ourselves. | believe we could tell her
the spirit of Japanese foods. After the dinner,

60

we went to Obasute Parking Area because my
daughter wanted to look up the stars in the sky
with her. It was wonderful night with a full moon.
With looking up the sky from Obatsu together, we
were compelled to wish for a peace building even
though our backgrounds are different.

| found that the time of home-stay was too
short, but | could catch up on the communication
during the exchange event on the 11th with
Nogano people.

It was also a precious experience for me
to support the Palestinian youngsters in their
preparation of the dishes for the exchange event. |
enjoyed the delicious meat dish that they carefully
prepared in a way to serve it hot.

RRETDINY—DRTF
Bazzar at the Cultural Exchange Event in
Nagano

JICATHBED—IR
Lunch at JICA, Tokyo
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Project Participants

General Representative

Hiroko INOUE
(President of NPO Helping Children in the Holy Land)

Responsibles of Israeli and Palestinian Delegation
Ya' coub GHAZZAWI

Japanese Staff
Hiroko INOUE (Director of Executive Committee)
Rev. Takakazu FUKUSHIMA

(Executive Committee /

Sinshu Zenkoji, Genshoin,

Buddhist chief priest)
Noriko TASEI (Executive Committee)
Koji ASANO

(Executive Committee)

Young Participants

Israel
Igor SEMYONOV (M)
Dana MAGAL (F)

Basya KRITHCKER (F)
Moran KNAFO (F)

Palestine
Jack DAHDAL (M)
Izzeddin DAJANI (M)
George TADROS (M)

Rodolf SAADEH (M) (Israeli Nationality)
Taline LAMA (F)
Japan
Haruka UEDA (F)
Miki MATSUMOTO (F)
Yui TAKATA (F)

Naomi HARADA  (F)
Miyu TSUKADA  (F)
Remi TANIDA (F)
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Collaborators

Co-organizer in Israel/Palestine
John Paul II Foundation for the Middle East (NGO)
(Fr. Ibrahim FALTAS, President)

Sponsorship in Japan

Supported by :
Japan International Cooperation Agency
Embassy of Israel in Japan

Permanent General Mission of Palestine in Japan

Subsidized by :
Mitsubishi UF] Foundation

Cooperated by :
Shinshu- Zenkoji Genshoin
Catholic Hiroshima Diocese
Catholic Kanonmachi Church
NPO ANT-Hiroshima
Hiroshima Jogakuin University
NPO I Pray
France Travel Center S.A
Nagano Volunteer Center
Nicolas Barré
Catholic Church of Kichijoji
Koden MURAKAMI
(Sinshu Zenkoji, Fukusho-in, Buddhist chief priest)
Shinichirou SUZUKI
(Provincial Society Saint Paul)
Yoriko HIGA

Cooperators for Seminar, Charity Events
Nobuhisa DEGAWA
(NHK News Commentator)
Makoto DEGUCHI (Pianist)
Shigeru UKON (Saxophonist)
Yuzo YAMAGUCHI (Bassist)
Shadi BASHIYT (AL MINA, Kanda)

(In random order)
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Editorial Staff

Hiroko INOUE
Koji ASANO
Katsuhiro SATOH

Translation Stafff
Yoriko HIGA
Photographers

Hiroko INOUE
Takakazu FUKUSHIMA
Koji ASANO

Katsuhiro SATOH
Participants
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SENPOEAN EhDOIEHEZIDR
T164-0003 FREHFHFXEHEFS5-8-7-502

TEL & FAX 03-6908-6571
URL http://seichi-no-kodomo.org
E-mail ispalejpn@gmail.com
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John Paul Il Foundation for the Middle East
Hebron Jerusalem Street 475, P.0.Box 24 Bethlehem

TEL (972) 2 274 55 57
FAX (972) 2 275 24 97
URL WWW.jpii.ps
E-mail info@jpii.ps
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Front: The participanfs of the “Peace Bridge Project” in front of
the\ Hiroshima Peace Memorial (Atomic Bomb Dome)

Rear: Participants of thelProject with the cast of i
the Musical “I Pray“after the performance
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